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Counting Beyond Cranes:
The Annual Midwest Crane Count

By Brian T. Barch, ICF Education Research Associate

k¢ W’hy are we Still counting cranes?”’ involves people in gathering scientific data concerning
After 30 years of the Annual Midwest Crane Count now ~ Cranes. By doing so, Crane Count provides data and other
is an excellent time to reflect on the program, and provide  OPportunities unobtainable in any other way.

a more complete answer to this question. ICF received a These data become increasingly useful as the Crane
2004-2005 Wisconsin Count continues. They provide a long-term picture of

abundance, distribution,
and population trends.

Linked to specific places,
4| these data are often used

Environmental Education |
Board (WEEB) grant. In
partnership with the
University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point (UWSP),
we have been working on
a project to explore and
develop the Crane Count
in greater depth.
The Crane Count is a

. citizen science tradition

that takes place every

| by citizens concerned
| about the impact of devel-
& Oopment on cranes at a

§ given location. They com-

W plement ICF’s crop damage
¥ studies, and help to
demonstrate the relation-
ship cranes have with their
habitats. Crane counters
report sightings of color-
banded cranes, which is of
| considerable help to our

April. It involves close to
3,000 volunteer partici-
pants spread through
more than 100 counties

in Wi i inoi - — - ~ other regional studies.

n WlSCO_HSI_n’ Hlinois, Each spring close to 3,000 volunteers participate in the Annual Midwest Crane &

Towa, Michigan, and Count. Here, a flock of Sandhills take off over Crex Meadows in northiest These are only some of

Minnesota. These crane  Wisconsin. Photo by Richard Anderson the scientific benefits that

counters look and listen for both Sandhill and Whooping arise through continuing the Crane Count. But what do the

Cranes. They document their observations for two hours, people involved get out of the project? Answering this

and these observations are compiled in an ICF database. question is just as important as the scientific elements of
As a citizen science program, the Crane Count actively the Crane Count.

Continued on page 2




As a part of the WEEB grant project, ICF queried a
sample of participants. Most of the respondents have
participated in Crane Count more than six times, fre-
quently with friends or family. In addition to seeing
cranes, they reported that strong motivations to count
included experiencing the natural world, contributing
to a conservation organization, and improving under-
standing of crane populations. For many counters sur-
veyed, Crane Count has become a tradition.
Interestingly, counters emphasized both the scientific
accomplishments of the program as well as the intangi-
ble benefits of the experience - rather than focusing on
only one aspect of the survey.

Looking to the future, questionnaire respondents
supported a number of program improvements.
Directly addressed in this project were the needs to
make historic data more available in a readily accessi-
ble format, produce a Crane Count brochure, and
develop “Crane Count in the Classroom: A Citizen
Science Curriculum for Grades 6-8.” Dedicated coun-
ters emphasized the significance of these data as well
as how important the Crane Count experience is. ICF
now has important input as it strengthens the project.

Through the generosity of the WEEB, and a produc-
tive partnership with the University of Wisconsin -
Stevens Point, the Crane Count can better support
ICF’s mission. ICF’s role is to seek and support well-
educated decisions by citizens, but not to dictate what
those decisions will be.

Jeb Barzen, ICF’s Field Ecology Director, in dis-
cussing the Crane Count recently commented, “Please
understand that data do not make decisions. People do.
Good decisions can arise when good data are available
for effective input and discussion among people. Our
wild resources depend upon hoth good data and good
decisions.” Crane counters gather good data. Crane
counters can also provide input and discussion to
guide those good decisions.

All this helps to explain why cranes, and their coun-

ters, still count. W

Get involved with Crane Count!
Volunteers are the most important part of
this unique program, and we invite YOU to
join over 3,000 other craniacs around the
Midwest for the 2006 Crane Count. For
more information, please contact the ICF
Naturalist staff at 608.356.9462, extension
127 or at naturalists@savingcranes.org.

-

Photo by Bruce Stewart

North American Crane Shirts!

INTERNATIONAL CRANE FOUNDATION

New in our web store, ICF is featuring these stunning cotton
t-shirts. The front of the shirt depicts a pair of Sandhill Cranes
and a lone Whooping Crane screen-printed in full color—
inspired by the painting “North American Cranes” by nature
artist Jay Jocham. Take advantage of the introductory price of
$16 for the short-sleeved and $21 for the long-sleeved. Visit our
secure web store to purchase — they won’t last long!

www.savingcranes.org Click on SHOP.
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A D.AR. ing Start

By Marianne Wellington, Chick Rearing Supervisor & Co-chair WCEP Direct Autumn Release

Qudetly this autumn, with little fanfare,
four young Whooping Cranes successful-
ly executed a daring plan for enhancing
the reintroduction of their species to the
wild in eastern North America. The plan
is known as the Direct Autumn Release
(DAR) and was hatched by the human
biologists and aviculturalists dedicated to
introducing a self sustain-
ing flock of migratory
Whooping Cranes — the
world’s rarest crane — to
North America.

In 2005, the
Whooping Crane Eastern
Partnership (WCEP), a
group of non-profit organ- |
izations, individuals and
state and federal govern-
ment agencies, expanded
their reintroduction tech-
niques to include not only
the ultralight-led method
but also the DAR method.

From an early age, the
DAR cranes are raised in
a natural setting. Starting
at ICF and later at the Necedah National
Wildlife Refuge, strict isolation/costume
rearing protocol is followed by the
cranes’ caretakers. Once the chicks
fledge, release is delayed until after the
ultralight-led flock has departed - thus
eliminating the chance that DAR birds
will mingle with the ultralight birds.
Release happens in the spectacular natu-
ral setting at Necedah. The young cranes
go either one at a time or in small groups
near roosting sites of older, experienced
Whooping Cranes or among large flocks
of Sandhills. They learn good foraging,
loafing and roosting locations as well as
the migration route from the wild
cranes.

Through a comhination of association
with other cranes and their innate sensi-
bility, these young birds migrate south-
ward completing the migration in as lit-
tle as one to two weeks. Several experi-
mental releases with Sandhill, Siberian,
Red-crowned, Wattled and Whooping
Cranes have incorporated the same tech-
niques now being used in the 2005
DAR method.

ICF photo

WCEP partners are excited about the
promising start for the DAR method.
The ultralight method has ensured a
strong core group of birds, which will
continue. The addition of the DAR
method provides extra flexibility for
increasing the population and allows us
to maximize the number of birds

Costume caretaker and #27-05 bonding during a feeding session.

released to the wild. Given the slightly
later hatching period of most DAR
chicks versus ultralight chicks, it allows
birds producing eggs later in the season
to contribute more readily to the flock,
thus expanding the gene diversity, an
important goal for WCEP.

Last summer, [CF’s Crane
Conservation Department worked close-
ly with Dr. Richard Urbanek and three
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service interns on
the DAR method. The chicks hatched
from eggs produced at Patuxent Wildlife
Research Center in Maryland and ICFE.
These chicks were the first to be raised
in ICF’s new Felburn-Leidigh Chick
Rearing Facility. In mid-July, five cranes
(aged 4-6 weeks) were transferred to
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge. Four
of the five cranes survived. Once they
fledged, they were marked with color
bands and radio/satellite transmitters
prior to being released in late October to
early November.

By November 22nd, most of the older
Whooping Cranes had already migrated
but the DAR chicks remained at

Necedah with only four adult Whooping
Cranes and hundreds of Sandhill Cranes.
Weather conditions were perfect for
migration on November 24
(Thanksgiving Day) and the older
Whooping Cranes left early. Their hasty
departure made the ground tracking
team anxious. Had the DAR birds
. missed their cue to leave? No,
by mid-morning the DAR
birds circled overhead and
began their migration south!
They quickly outdistanced the
tracking team. In just one day,
#27-05 was found in Clark
County, Indiana, 455 miles
from Necedah. By the second
8 day of migration, the three
1 other Whooping Cranes #28,
. 32 and 33-05 roosted at
/| Hiwassee Wildlife Refuge in
Tennessee, more than halfway
to Florida.
¢ At the end of January 2006,
| two of the DAR birds remain
at Hiwassee and two are in
Florida at separate locations.
All four are at major wintering areas for
wild cranes. Given their southern loca-
Homns, biologists feel that the DAR birds
have successfully completed their first
fall migration. Their progress will be
closely monitored this winter and during
the spring migration. y_

Flock Updates

With the conclusion of this
year’s fall migration, there
are now 64 Whooping Cranes
in the wild in eastern
North America. If you would
like to receive email updates
about the status of the DAR
birds and other Whooping
Cranes in the eastern flock,
send your email address to the
ICF Web Editor at
aburke@savingcranes.org.
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By Kerryn Morrison

I entered the
world of cranes
when I joined the
Endangered
Wildlife Trust’s
(EWT)
Highlands Crane
Group in 1995
around the town
of Dullstroom in
the Mpumalanga
Province of South
Africa. I was
there to do my
Masters thesis on
the breeding biol-
ogy and habitat
use of Blue, Grey |
Crowned, and

;S
_- &
ICF’s newest staff member, Kerryn Morrison, gets
to know one of her co-workers, a Grey Crowned
Crane named Pula. Photo by Ann Burke Wattled Cranes
on the

Steenkampsberg Plateau. Over the next three years, my fascina- |
tion for cranes as flagships and indicators for ecosystem con-
servation developed and tattooed itself on my life. Following

my Masters degree, 1 stayed on to work towards solving some

of the conservation issues that threatened cranes and other bio-
diversity in the area.

In 2000, I moved away from cranes for a few months to
work with farmers on raptor and poisoning issues in the
Thabazimbi area in the Limpopo Province of South Africa. ‘
Cranes, however, were too strong a pull, and I rejoined the
crane world soon after as the Networking Coordinator for the
EWT’s South African Crane Working Group (SACWG).

Over the next four years, I coordinated and supported field
projects in five key crane regions within South Africa, devel-
oped partners, oversaw the education and awareness portfolio,
and supervised the Wattled Crane Recovery Programme. In
addition, I became particularly involved with the trade in
cranes, both legal and illegal. This involvement culminated in
Guidelines for the Trade and Keeping of Cranes in Captivity in
South Africa, which was aceepted as policy in five of South
Africa’s Provinces.

During my time with SACWG, I became interested in inter-
national crane conservation. I assisted with aerial surveys in
Zambia, visited Zimbabwe for a review of their Wattled Crane
programme in light of the land resettlement programme, and
assisted BirdLife Botswana with Wattled Crane nest assess-
ments in the Okavango Delta. In August 2004, I shifted my




EAGUE JOINS THE ICF TEAM

Program Manager for African Cranes, Wetlands and Communities

focus entirely to international work and became the EWT rep- Our thanks to Deutsche Lufthansa AG for providing round
resentative for the African Wattled Crane Programme (AWAC). trip transportation for Kerryn's travel to ICF from South
AWAC was launched by ICF’s Rich Beilfuss and EWT’s Lindy Africa. M~

Rodwell in 2001 to conserve Wattled Cranes and their habitats
by promoting cooperation in and among African nations in
partnership with people who depend on these same habitats.

Over the past year with AWAC, I have been awed by the
accomplishments of the dedicated and passionate people in
each of the eleven countries where Wattled Cranes live. Despite
horrendous poverty and political unrest, our colleagues are
working tirelessly for cranes and their threatened habitats.
With this in mind, I look forward to the next stage in the
process — supporting the AWAC network, understanding the
regional situation with the ecosystems that Wattled Cranes
depend on, and encouraging regional collaboration. We will
start with a project to address the impact of trade in cranes,
and focus on communities whose livelihoods are interwoven
with those of cranes.

ICF has provided a strong inspiration for my work. The .
interaction with ICF staff and with their projects and networks |
around the world has provided insights to many a challenge. ‘
Most important has been working with Rich Beilfuss, especial-
ly during the last year when we co-chaired AWAC and stayed
in very close contact. His insights into working with people of
diverse cultures and his guidance have provided me with a To better understand the needs and aspirations of community members

solid foundation and created a smooth transition into my new living along the lower Zambezi River, our teams collected more than 800
hours of oral history. These interviews reveal the deep dependence of peo-

T ple on natural river flows for their livelihoods.
Photo and caption by Rich Beilfuss

role as ICE’s Program Manager for African Cranes, Wetlands
and Communities, as part of the newly established ICF / EW
Partnership. I am really looking forward to my future with ICF
and to strengthening relationships with the global crane family!
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Contributions List, October 1st — December 31st, 2005

BENEFACTOR ($2000 +)

AMS Fund

Aria Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. George Archibald

Bobolink Foundation

Robert M. & Anne W. Bolz
Charitable Trust

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bress

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brumder

Mz. & Mrs. Francois Brutsch

Buchanan Family Foundation

Derse Foundation

The Donnelley Foundation

Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Strachan Donnelley

Education & Healthcare
Dev. Foundation of Beloit

Mr, Sam Evans

Mr. & Mrs. David Forsberg

W. Jerome Frautschi & Pleasant
Rowland

Mrs. Nina Griswold

Hamill Family Foundation

Elizabeth Wakeman Henderson
Charitable Foundation

Mr. R. Tod Highsmith

Joseph Johnson Charitable Trust

Paul King

Krause Family Foundation

Lannan Foundation

Natural Resources Foundation
of WI

Oak Lodge Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. J. Reed O'Malley

The Orvis Company, Inc

Mr. Fred Ott

Panaphil Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Pawlick

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Pines

Mrs. Nancy Ranney Levi

Renuka & P.R. DasGupta
Foundation, Inc

Christopher Reynolds Foundation

Sand County Foundation

Patricia Stedman Estate

Steeves Foundation

Florence B. Stegner Estate

Ms. Joanna Sturm

Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Towell

Turner Foundation, Inc.

Winona Corporation

PATRON ($1000+)

Andrews-Quigley Fund

Mrs. Janet C. Balding

Ms. Virginia Carter

Ned Crosby & Patricia Benn

Alma Doten Trust

Mr. & Mrs. Woodson Duncan

Mrs. Jeanette Foster

John J. Frautschi Family
Foundation

Germantown High School

Lynne & Chuck Gibbons

Grootemaat Foundation Inc.

Haffner Foundation

Paul Holzman & Barbara Crass

Ms. Marie Houteff

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Hurd

Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Kiesler

Mrs. Josephine Kixmiller

Lakeland College

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Lannan

Phoebe R. & John D. Lewis
Foundation

Linwood Fund

Ms, Katherine Luck

Ms. Mary Ann Mahoney

Mr. & Mrs, D. McKeithan, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. James McKenna

Spitz - Nebenzahl Foundation

Catherine & Robert Petersen

Ms. Regina Phelps

Catherine Quill

Dr. & Mrs. Layton Rikkers

Ritz Foundation

Pleasant T. Rowland Foundation

Henry F. Sears

Brian & Leslie Stephens

Anne Symchych

Vilter Foundation, Inc.

Mrs. Irene Warning

Ms. Jane Wood

SPONSOR ($500 +)

Alliant Energy Foundation

Col. Mary Bane

Edmund & Susan Baxa

John & Alice Block

Dr. Eva Bourne

Mrs, Walter Brissenden

Ms. Lucy Brown

Joan Bruchas & Philip Cowdin

Mr. & Mrs. William M. Chester Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. William Cox, Jr.

Culver's VIP Foundation

Mr. William Cunnyngham

Sean & Darcey Cusick

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Doucette

Cathy Drexler & Wade Mueller

Patrick & Lloyd Eagan

Kari Edwards & Ethan Carlson

Michael Fitzgibbon & Wendy
Eliot

Darrell & Sally Foell

Albert J. & Flora H. Ellinger
Foundation

Nancy Geenen & Valerie Jo
Mulhollen

Mr. H. Lowell Hall

Hinrichs Foundation, Ine.

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Hill

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Holman

Betsy Johnstone

Carol Jordan & Kenneth Horak

Ms. Lenita Jordan

Ms. Cynthia L. Joyce

Mrs. Jane Jung

Emily Anne King

Brian & Terrie Knox

Ms. Caroline Krider

Dr. Jill Kusba

Lloyd & Patricia Maasch Family
Foundation

Ms. Mary Ann Mahoney

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Mann

Doretta Marwin

Merrill Foundation

Dr. Thomas Meyer

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Neuman

Mors. Phillip Nuttle

Harry & Sylvia Peterson

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Phipps, Jr.

Mrs. Rosemarie Ranney

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Reister

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Ritchie

Jay & Tracy Rothman

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Rubash

William & Barbara Schmidt

Donald & Dr. Dorothy Schultz

Sisters of the Holy Nativity

Carolyn Short

Ms. Emily Stoddard

Adele M. Thomas Charitable
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Rich Van Dellen

Split Rail Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Vanderbilt

Jay & Robin Varon

Mrs. Emily Wade

Dr. & Mrs. Samuel Wann

Mr. & Mrs. Mack Waters

William W. & Patricia L.Wessinger
Fund

Shirley & Sterling Wight & Family

Douglas & Margaret Williams

Mrs. Mary Adams Young

SUSTAINING ($250+)

Roger & Ann Avery

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Baldwin

Ms. Alice Barlow

Ron & Mary Alice Bergan

Mrs. Helen Best

Mrs. Susan Billetdeaux

Ralf & Kathleen Boer

Mrs. Lloyd Bowers

Rev. & Mirs. C. Frederick
Buechner

Dr. & Mrs. John Buesseler

Mr. Harry V. Carlson

James & Martha Clark

Mr. Marshall Colburn

Mr. & Mrs. Martin David

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Dawe

Ms. Deb Dirst

Rondi Erickson & Sandy Lewis

Anne & Dean Fitzgerald

Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Freeman

Mary Ann & Robert Friese

Michael Gallagher

Ms. Mary Genz

Knox Family Foundation

Michael Grebe

Ms, Lillian Griffith

Hageman Family Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Virgil Hartje

Mr. & Mrs. Hess

Tom & Jan Hoffmann

Dr. Laura Hoopes

Mr., & Mrs. David Houghton

Mrs. Herbert Ivey, Jr.

Stanley & Phyllis Jaspan

Ms. Maggie Jones

Mr. & Mrs. C. William Kauffman

Ms. Ruth Kearl

Robert Kimbrough

Warren & Barry King

Ms. Amy Klicker

Mr. Warren Kukla

Ms. Elizabeth Livermore

Mary Lunt

Cindy & Mark MacKenzie

Mr. & Mrs. John & Madonna
Merritt

Mary Jane Metcalf

Daniel Miller

Darrell & Marisa Ohlhauser

Mr. John Olson

Othello Sandhill Crane Festival

Mr. Andy Palm

Ms. Betty Jane Perego

Mark Prager

Rosemary L. Ripley Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Robkin

David & Peggy Rosenzweig

Mr. & Mrs. William Ross

Frank Rust & Dr. Angela Kay
Kepler Rust

Mrs. Barbara St. George

M, Eric Schaal

Debra Schartf & Tim Putra

Mr. Frank Scott

Douglas & Eleanor Seaman
Charitable Foundation

Julie Sexton

Ed & Dee Shanks

George Simon

Robin Sines

Ms. Lois Skillen

Cheryl & Jerry Spicer

Ed & Steph Streeter

Allen M. Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Thome &
Family

Ms. Barbara Jane Thompson

Timothy & Sharon Thousand

Mr. & Mrs, Stuart Tisdale

Tom & Ruth Townsend

Hon. & Mrs. Russell E. Train

Dr. R. Eugene Turner & Dr.
Nancy Rabalais

Lou & Jil Valerio

Mr. & Mrs, William Van Dyke

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Voss

Mr. David Walsh

Richard Weiss

Ms. Emily White

Firth Whitehouse

Jon Wilson

Mrs. Carol Worel

Mr, Prescott Wurlitzer

Mr. Jerzy Wyrohek

Lufthansa
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In addition to the special events at our headquarters, we are teaming up with other organizations around the country to
spread the word about crane conservation. Remember, conservation can only be successful with your active involvement.
For detailed information about ICF-sponsored events, visit the ICF website: www.savingcranes.org and click on “What’s
New” or “Upcoming Events” or phone Ann Burke at 608-356-9462 ext. 147.

February: |
Feb. 24-26 » 10th Annual
Celebration of Whooping Cranes
and Other Birds. Presentation and
boat tours by George Archibald. Visit
ICF’s Crane Booth. Port Aransas, TX.
www.portaransas.org

Mavreh -

March 11 — 12 e Eckert Crane Days.
“Whooping Crane Reintroduction,” !
lecture by Joan Garland. Eckert, CO.

www.eckertcranedays.com

Monday, March 13 ¢ Crane Meadows |
Spring Migration Program. Dinner
with lecture by George Archibald.
Grand Island, NE (advanced reserva-
tions required).
www.cranemeadows.org

Sunday, March 19 ¢ Crane Meadows
Spring Migration Program. “Cranes, |
Bird Flu and Siberia,” lecture by Claire
Mirande. 10 a.m. Grand Island, NE. ‘
www.cranemeadows.org

March 24-26 ¢ Othello Sandhill
Crane Festival. “Whooping Crane
Reintroduction,” lecture by Joan
Garland. Othello, WA. www.othel-
losandhillcranefestival.org

Saturday, March 25

First Volunteer Training Session.
Want to be an ICF Volunteer? No bio- |
logical experience is necessary! For vol-
unteer info please attend at least one of
the three 2006 training sessions. 9 a.m.

- 1 p.m. Cudahy Visitor Center at ICE.

A T

Sa’éurday, April 1 e Second
Volunteer Training Session.
9 am. — 1 p.m. ICF Library.

Saturday, April 8 e Third Volunteer |
Training Session.
9 am. - 1 p.m. ICF Library.

April 15 - May 31
Participate in ICKF’s Bird-A-Thon! See
page 8 for details.

Saturday, April 22 ¢ Annual
Midwest Crane Count. Join thou-
sands of volunteers spanning Wisconsin
and portions of Illinois, Iowa, Michigan,
and Minnesota in the effort to count
cranes. 5:30 - 7:30 a.m., Central
Daylight Time.

Saturday, April 22 ® Wisconsin
Comnservation Hall of Fame |
Induction Ceremony. George

Archibald joins former inductees Aldo |
Leopold & John Muir in the Hall of
Fame. 10 a.m. Sentry Theatre, Stevens
Point, WI. www.wchf.org

Tuesday, August 2 ® Eco-Explorers
Day Camp. Interactive workshop by
Korie Klink. Heckrodt Wetland Reserve,
Menasha, WI. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. (Advanced
registration required). www.heck-
rodtwetland.com

Tuesday & Wednesday, August 29 &
30 » Token Creek Chamber Music
Festival. Acclaimed composer, John
Harbison, will premiere his piece enti-
tled “Crane Sightings” St Andrews

| Episcopal Church, Regent Street,

May 6-7 ® Smith Nature ‘
Symposium. Part of the 2006 “Year of
the Crane” Celebration. “Cranes of the

| World,” lecture by Joan Garland.

Ryerson Woods, Deerfield, IL.
wWww.ryersonwoods.org

May 20 ¢ International Migratory
Bird Day Festival. Milwaukee County
Zoo. Visit ICF’s Crane Booth.
Milwaukee, WI. www.milwaukeezoo.org

May 20 e Faire on the Square. Visit
ICF’s Gift Shop Booth. Downtown
Baraboo, WL 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.
www.faireonthesquare.com

Saturday, June 3 ¢ “Cranes and Us”
Celebration. Join us as we unveil ICF’s
new Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
Family Education Center! The center’s
exhibits will focus on the relationship
between cranes and humans and how
ICF works with partners around the
world to address conservation chal-
lenges. Featuring French Photographer
Vincent Munier’s “Hokkaido” exhibit. |
9 am. - 5 p.m. ICF headquarters. ‘

Saturday, July 15 e Pure Prairie!
Free guided hikes, informal dinner,
inspirational program at sunset in the
scenic Whooping Crane Exhibit. 4 — 8
p.m. ICF Headquarters,

Madison, WI. 8 p.m. www.tokencreek-
festival.org

Saturday, September 9 » ICF
Annual Members Meeting. Please
join us for this special day dedicated to
YOU! 9 am. — 5 p.m. ICF headquarters.
Evening Banquet begins at 5:30 p.m.
Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells
(advanced reservations required for the
evening banquet only). www.chulav-
istaresort.com

Saturday, September 16

Necedah Whooping Crane Festival.
Presentation by Kerryn Morrison, ICF
African Manager. Visit ICF’s Crane
Booth. 7 am. - 9 p.m. Necedah, W1,
www.whooping-crane-festival.com

From August 7 — 20, 2006, Dr.
George Archibald will lead you on
an experience of a lifetime through
the Canada wilderness. You will
enjoy an exciting and rarely granted
fly-over of the Whooping Crane
nesting area and then venture past
the tree-line and onto the tundra --
to the remote Thelon Wildlife
Sanctuary. For a complete travel itin-
erary, check out the ICF website at:
www.savingcranes.org/about/get_in
volved/travel.cfm
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New Bird-a-thon Challenge for 2006

By Bob Lange, Development Director

yoﬁ collect pledges, you ax'e
introducing new people to
ICF All .ho dgna‘te $£5 or

thon is one ch the -best ways
to help ICF grow! Killdeer
photographed by Jeh Barzen.

I have a confession to make.
Unlike many of you, I cannot
tell the difference between a
Hooded Merganser and a Wood
Duck. As the Development
Director at ICF I was hired for
other skills. I do have great
respect and admiration for
those who can identify birds by
the subtle variation in their
songs or a quick glance at a
blur in flight. For this reason
Bird-a-thons have always been
a bit intimidating and, I felt,
the venue for the truly knowl-
edgeable. Perhaps I was wrong.
George Archibald, co-
founder and Jim Harris, presi-
dent are birders extraordinaire.
Their ability to identify over
100 species, in one day, places

them in an elite group, the air of which I will never breathe. For
years these two denizens of the prairies, forests and waterways
have enjoyed the great outdoors while garnering support for
cranes from many of you. Sounds like fun! I thought perhaps
this year I could join them.

The Bird-a-thon is an ICF tradition that has raised more than
$400,000 since 1989. The Bird-a-thon has supported field con-
servation and allowed ICF to assemble its outstanding collection
of books, periodicals and research papers in the Ron Sauey
Library. As a result of the Bird-a-thon in 2005, ICF has 119 new
members whose awareness of our mission and vision to protect
cranes and their ecosystems worldwide has been enhanced.
Perhaps I could help.

This year, as in years past, George and Jim will each collect
pledges and challenge each other to see who can identify the
most species and raise more money. We hope you will support
their Bird-a-thons. However, this year there is a new kid on the
block. After lengthy conversations with the rest of the develop-
ment team (who are equally inept at birding) we have decided
to throw down the gauntlet. We will form the third birding
team to challenge the BIG TWO. We can do this!

So the development team, and anyone we can persuade to
join us, will take a sunny day in May and head outdoors to do
our first Bird-a-thon. We need your help.

Attached to the very ICF Bugle that you now hold in your
hands is an envelope for sending a contribution to support our
efforts for the ICF mission and vision, Please pledge an
amount per species or make an outright contribution to
one of the three Bird-a-thons listed on the envelope. Look
for the results in an up coming issue of the Bugle and root for
the development team!

International Crane Foundation
E11376 Shady Lane Rd.

P\O. Box 447
Baraboo, WI 53913-0447
Www.savingeranes.org
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