Volunteer Training

Come join the dedicated people who
have made ICF a successful conserva-
tion organization! These 3 sessions
will provide the background informa-
tion you need to help ICF as a tour

guide or chick parent. Help ICF.

Children’s International

Art Exhibit

Each year children from around the
world create artwork celebrating the
crane as a symbol of peace and inter-
national cooperation. See these unique
pieces in the ICF Art Gallery.

Crane Count

Experience wild cranes and the habi-
tats they occupy during the 29th
Annual Sandhill Crane Count.
Participant data contribute to ICF’s
long term research.

6th Annual Crane Fest

Celebrate International Migratory Bird
Day! Enjoy birding, guest speakers,
performers, arts & crafts, concessions,
and more.

Chinese Art Exhibit

He Yuan Ming, celebrated artist from
Sichuan, China is our featured artist.
Experience his unique wetland por-
traits while learning about ICF’s
successful conservation projects in
Asia. Proceeds benefit ICF.

Prairie Fest

Wild about Wildflowers! This event
celebrates the beauty and diversity of
the habitats upon which cranes depend.
Guided prairie hikes by ICF experts,
workshops for landowners/ homeown-
ers, live animal displays, and exhibits
will ensure a day the whole family

will enjoy.

Solar Tour

Learn about sustainable energy and
its application! In concert with the
Midwest Renewable Energy
Association, tours will be conducted
around the ICF site showcasing our
use of solar energy.
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Newlywed Pair of Whooping Cranes
Does Everything Right

By Marty Folk, Wildlife Biologist, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

uring the 2002 breeding season, you might
recall that a pair of Whooping Cranes that
had been reintroduced to the non-migratory
flock in central Florida managed to raise a
chick, named Lucky by volunteers, to . Lucky
was the first chick to fledge in the wild from
reintroduced Whooping Crane parents. In the 2003
breeding season Lucky’s parents again successfully
raised a chick to fledging.

In addition, a second pair of first-time breeders
reached the milestone of successfully raising a chick
to fledging. Birds 591 (a male raised by staff of the
International Crane Foundation) and 369 (a female
raised at the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in
Maryland) paired up just a few months prior to the
beginning of the breeding season.

This pair did everything right.
They selected the highest
quality marsh that was
available within their
territory. They built

their nest a long ways

from the shore in order

to provide optimal '
protection (a “moat™) ..7,

from potential distur- t f '1 it Akl

bances like bobcats and raccoons. Late in the incuba-
tion period there were flooding rains that we feared
would cause abandonment of the nest. Despite the
flooding conditions the pair surprised us and their
egg hatched!

Whooping Cranes are opportunistic in their feed-
ing habits. This pair ate and fed their chick lots of
lubber grasshoppers when these huge insects were
“in season”. These grasshoppers are largely unex-
ploited by predators because they accumulate plant

toxins and apparently are poisonous!
Not to Whooping Cranes | guess!
This pair raised a chick on them.
The chick made its first
[ flights in June.
Jeid \ We of course
were delighted
because once a
chick fledges, its

o
L
1

% survival odds
[ il increase dra-
} matically. The
/ / chick became
| / 154 b the third to
i WS R fledge from

this project.

Photo by Steve Baynes, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Male, number 591, in foreground with chick and female, number 369, in background.

Editor's note: ICF is one of several breeding facilities providing Whooping Crane chicks for release into the non-migratory
flock in the Kissimmee Prairie region of Florida since 1993. These birds are not taught how to migrate, so they remain in this
area year-round. Since 2001, ICF and colleagues in the Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership relied upon utilizing ultralight

aircraft to lead young Whooping Cranes on migration from central Wisconsin to the Gulf Coast of Florida. Once taught the
migration route, these birds can then migrate independently.



ICF Whooping Cranes Have

By Mike Putnam, Curator of Birds

In 2003, 8 female Whooping Cranes at
ICF laid 36 eggs. Of these, 16 were fer-
tile, 14 hatched and 12 survived to fledg-
ing. The dozen chicks ended up in 3
places: 1 went as a hatching egg to the
Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership
project but remained in captivity after
developing minor health problems.
Three birds are of high genetic value
and are kept as future captive breeders.
The remaining 8 left ICF in December
for release into the non-migratory flock
in Florida.

This simple description of ICF’s best
year of in-house production of
Whooping Cranes doesn’t do justice to
the complex and fascinating stories
underlying the numbers, nor many
steps that go into reaching these num-
bers, nor the years needed to reach
them. Perhaps a few stories are in order.

ICF hosted a meeting on the genetics
of captive Whooping Cranes in the fall
of 2002. Results of that meeting includ-
ed recommendations that we try new
artificial insemination combinations. In
the past, we largely inseminated a
female from her pen mate. In 2003, we

successfully inseminated 6 of the
females from males other than their pen
mates while retaining good fertility.
Further, we did this without upsetting
the incubation and chick-rearing efforts
of our reliable breeders.

Many more firsts were achieved at
the level of individual birds or pairs. For
example, Josh and Baratux, after pro-
ducing 3 chicks for the captive flock in
2002, contributed their first chick to the
non-migratory flock. Earth, an especial-
ly valuable bird for her genetics, pro-
duced her first chick that is being kept
as a future captive breeder. Triton and
loshchi raised their first Whooping
Crane chick this year after practicing
their parental skills in 2002 with a
hardier Sandhill chick. Not all the sto-
ries had happy endings. For example,
Gee Whiz and Oobleck, despite having
twice raised Sandhill chicks, had
Whooping Crane chicks die in their care
in the past 2 years.

Perhaps the most illustrative story is
that of Bosque and O’Malley. This pair
broke all their eggs in 2000 and 2001. In
2002, they broke only 1 egg. Once we

irs

Whooping Cranes Led By Ultralights Complete

2003 Migration

Photo and Update by Heather Ray, Operation Migration

On December 8th, 2003, three tiny ultralight aircraft passed over the town
of Crystal River, Florida, accompanied by 16 juvenile Whooping Cranes.
With their 7-foot wingspans tipped with black, very few birds flapped but
simply set their impressive wings and glided by. The cranes’ maiden fall jour-
ney consisted of 54 days, and covered 1,191 air miles over seven states. For
the ground support team the trek was almost 1,700 driving miles.

The Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership thanks everyone who was
involved with and financially supported this year’s migration. For more
information about this project visit www.bringbackthecranes.org
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Year

had intact eggs and we learned that this
pair was not naturally fertile, we started
artificial insemination on them and
subsequently hatched and raised their
first chick. Our surveillance of this pair
with a video camera showed that
Bosque, the male, was the egg-breaker.
Fortunately, O’Malley got better at
guarding her eggs in 2002 but, unfortu-
nately, they did not incubate. In 2003,
we had high expectations for this pair.
Those expectations dipped when video
surveillance recorded Bosque pecking
O’Malley’s head while she was
crouched on the nest while laying her
first egg. Fortunately, O’Malley and egg
survived without injury. At the end of
the laying season, we gave this pair a
dummy egg and watched how well they
might incubate. We were pleased that
not only O’Malley, but Bosque as well,
sat tightly on the egg. Next, we gave
them a hatching Sandhill Crane egg
hoping they might learn parental skills.
Again, our spirits flagged when we
found the recently hatched chick dead
in the nest. We reinstated the dummy
egg and they resumed incubating. The
chick’s necropsy revealed that it died
from congenital defects and not
parental abuse. So, we gave the pair a
second hatching egg and held our
breath. To our delight, Bosque and
O’Malley raised a fine male Sandhill
Crane chick named Vernal.

Breeding Whooping Cranes is a test
of patience. But foremost, it is the result
of teamwork by the dedicated and tal-
ented people with whom | work. We
look forward with great anticipation in
making more progress in 2004,

Update on the Eastern Flock
There are 19 Whooping Cranes from the

2001 and 2002 ultralight migrations from
Wisconsin to Florida currently wintering
in Florida after they migrated on their
own this fall. There is one additional
crane in this flock that cannot be tracked
due to a malfunctional transmitter. The
last place it was seen was the Hiawassee
Wildlife Refuge in Tennessee on
November 29.

Track these birds by going to ICF’s

website. www.savingcranes.org

Want to Help ICF? VOLUNTEER

By Mary V. Bowman, ICF Member and Volunteer

j e

Photo by Gopi Sundar

Korie’s timing is great.
First you meet each
other, staff, and cranes
(up close and personal),
getting thoroughly
hooked in the process.
Then you receive your
information notebook,
which appears over-
whelming, but is no big
deal since Korie has con-
vinced you that you can
walk on water.

I signed up to lead
tours (naturalist). Two
questions nagged me as |
studied my orientation
materials: 1) How could
I condense a full book of
information about cranes,
habitats, and ICF into a
two-hour tour? 2) How
could I hold the attention
of young children during
school tours? In high
school, I knew for sure
that | wasn’t a natural
with young kids. | man-
aged to have a great time
with my own son and his
friends, but | doubted
that would happen with

hordes of other people’s

ICF Volunteer Jen Nagy helps out at Prairie Fest 2003. Kids.

Entering my first volunteer orientation
in March, 2000, | wondered how |
could help ICF: I wasn’t schooled in
ecology or biology and | wasn’t a birder
or a teacher. All | had was curiosity
about foreign countries and cultures,
passion for nature, and admiration for
an organization that leveraged modest
resources into amazing results. And
after 30 years of being a lawyer, | could
usually talk.

The orientations were fun. ICF’s
Visitor Programs Coordinator Korie
Klink can make anything seem possi-
ble — and enjoyable. She had all of us —
novice and seasoned — introduce our-
selves, so | learned that ICF volunteers
are delightfully diverse in backgrounds
and aptitudes. The “veterans” were so
encouraging.

The solutions were
non-stop support and encouragement,
superb role-modeling by staff natural-
ists, flexibility, and TIMING. As |
devoured facts about cranes and habi-
tats, | took pages of notes, distilling
those into a card for each species.
Those cards are still my security blan-
ket on tours.

Volunteer naturalists can choose
their tours. Some choose mostly adult
groups. If you are willing to do school
groups, too, ICF has excellent materials
to help you adjust your presentation to
different age groups.

If you have any interest in volun-
teering, do it! ICF supports you in
finding your niche, at your pace.

There are many volunteer oppor-
tunities at ICF. You can be a Naturalist
in our Education Department, a Chick

Parent in our Crane Conservation
Department, or help out in our other
departments doing field or office work.
ICF needs your help and we encourage
you to learn more about our volunteer
programs during our Volunteer
Training Sessions — March 20, 27

and April 3.

MARK YOUR

CALENDAR

The 2004 Volunteer Training
Sessions are scheduled for Saturdays
March 20, 27 and April 3. Each ses-
sion will be held at ICF from 9:00-
1:00. It is important that you come
to each session because they build
on one another. On March 10, please
meet in the Cudahy Visitor Center
Theatre where light refreshments
will be served. Everyone is welcome!

For more information, please con-
tact Korie Klink, ICF’s Visitor
Programs Coordinator at
608.356.9462, extension 127 or
korie@savingcranes.org.

CRANE COUNT

Join us for the 29t Annual Midwest
Sandhill Crane Count on April 17,
2004. Once again some 2,500 volun-
teer counters of all backgrounds will
be out at dawn throughout Wisconsin
and parts of Illinois, lowa, Michigan,
and Minnesota counting cranes. As
part of our continuing research, we
also hope some banded cranes will be
sighted. A few lucky counters may
even have the chance to see one or
more of the released Whooping
Cranes that has returned on its own
from Florida. We invite you to
participate!

For more information, visit the
Crane Count section of our website at
http://www.savingcranes.org/get-
involved/cc_mainnew.asp or contact
ICF at 608-356-9462 extension 142
or via email at naturalists@sav-
ingcranes.org. e hope to see you in
the field!
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Collaborating for the International Art Exchange:

The Indian Experience

By K. S. Gopi Sundar, Principal Coordinator, Indian Cranes and Wetlands Working Group

When | spoke to ICF’s Education Department, | realized that the Children’s International Art

Exchange had never before traveled to India — the home of the Sarus Crane and, until recently, winter

home to the Siberian Crane. While most conservation activities revolve around the tiger, wetlands were

fast degrading and this destruction needed to be stemmed. Could children and their paintings help?

I was willing to try.

Children’s
International
Art Exchange
began on a
small-scale in

= G the 1970s by
| ICF Member
',\ Rochelle
i - Robkin, con-
\ '\\ / " | tinued with

4| Chinese nature
| reserves in the
1980s, and
r expanded with
| Russia in the
—— 1990s. With
the support of ICF and the Wildlife
Protection Society of India (WPSI),
the Indian Cranes and Wetlands
Working Group (ICWWG) was re-
initiated in 2001. As the principal
coordinator, | was invited to ICF to
learn how to effectively manage
such a group. The possibility of
bringing the Art Exchange to India
and initiating a collaborative effort
for crane and wetland conservation
as part of ICWWG’s activities was
never stronger.
Using the indefatigable e-mail, |
wrote to several organizational
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heads, colleagues and peers in India
from ICF informing them of the
Art Exchange and the potential of
its travel to India if they participat-
ed. Participation of these organiza-
tions was crucial to the Art
Exchange’s success. If they could
host individual exhibitions, the Art
Exchange could be a national event
seen by thousands of children for
the very first time. Many organiza-
tions immediately saw the impor-
tance of the program and accepted
responsibility for the exhibitions.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
agreed, at very short notice, to
undertake the shipping of paintings
of American and Chinese children
from ICF’s collection to India to be
displayed. Three routes were decid-

ed upon in India, each with its set
of 30 paintings that would be sent
from ICF.

To complete the exchange, the
organizations also undertook
arranging painting competitions for
children in India as part of the
International Wetland Day celebra-
tions on February 2, 2004.
Paintings selected in these competi-
tions would travel to ICF with the
help of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, to join the ranks of the Art
Exchange and be viewed by chil-
dren of many countries. Thanks to
the willing participation of so many
agencies, and hundreds of e-mails,
the Art Exchange to India looks as
if it will be the single largest event
in the history of the Art Exchange!

Countries Involved in Art Exchange
e J'._'T-i-.\_ . \t e _.:' : Sasadan Russia
= %“r H "_ i THaiy o
Unilad States i L :: =
o iR . Cubia 4
3 Ind o WS
W e b [
x i Sauth Atica
ToDD ") Tooo 14000 Miles

The WPSI and World Wildlife
Fund staff in Delhi were severely
strained, but all the arrangements
were completed. In Coimbatore in
southern India, similar preparations
were made at the Salim Ali Centre
for Ornithology and Natural History.
In eastern India, members of the
nature organization AARANYAK
revved up its engines, and in spite of
an impending curfew, are ready for
the event. Over 5,000 children are
expected to see the crane paintings
from USA and China in these three
exhibitions alone!

The inaugurations of the first two
exhibitions in the cities of Delhi and
Coimbatore were timed to match the
dates of visits of George Archibald. It
was fitting that the first exhibition
would be started by George. On
November 29th and December an,
George facilitated the beginning of
the Art Exchange in Delhi and
Coimbatore respectively. ICF’s
Education Department prepared edu-
cation material that | emailed to all
the collaborators in India. Children
in India learnt of cranes in Asia and
the cranes of the USA through these
posters and material. As each

inaugural exhibition came to an end,
organizers wrote back to me of long
lines of school children who would
not be able to see the paintings. It
was time for the paintings to move
on. The Art Exchange in India was a
larger success than could have been
conceived.

The paintings of the US and
Chinese children will travel to 18
locations in India. Over 100 paintings
by Indian children will be selected in
the painting competitions on
February 2 and sent to ICF in early
March 2004.

This collaboration has helped
establish that it is important to have
programs like the Art Exchange in
India to focus attention on the con-
servation of wetlands and cranes. It
also helped clarify the potential of
the Art Exchange becoming the
largest education program in the
world for conservation of wetlands
and cranes. All the organizations that
participated in this venture are col-
lectively responsible for the success
of the first Children’s International
Art Exchange in India. ICWWG and
ICF are proud to have worked with
them.

By Alyssa Rod, ICF Naturalist

The Children’s International Art Exchange
“Crane - Bird of Peace” is an exchange of art-
work among students around the world. It
offers an opportunity to educate children and
adults about saving habitats for migrating
cranes, and raises awareness about habitat
needs for other migratory birds. To protect
the habitats cranes and other birds depend
on, people must work together across
political boundaries that the birds ignore.
This exchange helps promote understanding
among students of different cultures, and
shares the beauty of cranes and the value of
healthy ecosystems needed to sustain people
and cranes.

Children around the world are involved with
the art exchange every year, making this an
international exchange. ICF receives various
pieces of artwork from Africa, Bhutan, China,
Cuba, Europe, Nepal, Russia, the United States
of America, Vietnam and recently India.
Students from kindergarten through twelfth
grade are invited to participate in the
exchange and exhibition. Individual artwork
as well as group projects are accepted. The
central theme for the Children’s International
Art Exchange “Crane - Bird of Peace” is
cranes. This includes all crane species and
nature scenes depicting cranes and their
habitats. A wide range of media are used,
including crayon, paint and papier-maché.
There are no limitations to the artists’
imaginations about cranes and wetlands.

Each spring and early summer, selected art-
work is exhibited at ICF. After the exhibition,
ICF staff and associates deliver the United
States artwork to foreign schools.
International artwork from those schools is
circulated amongst participating schools and
other organizations during the following
school year here in the United States.

For more information about getting involved
with the Children’s International Art
Exchange, check out our website at:
www.savingcranes.org/getinvolved/artex-
change.asp or contact the Art Exchange
Coordinators: Joan Garland at 608-356-9462
ext 142 email: jgarland@savingcranes.org or
Alyssa Rod at ext 127 email:
alyssa@savingcranes.org.
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Contributions List, October 2003 — December 2003

GRANTS AND AWARDS

Anonymous (Minnesota)

Walter Alexander Foundation, Inc.

Antonia Foundation

ARIA Foundation

Robert M. & Anne W. Bolz Charitable
Lead Unitrust

Bridgewood Fieldwater Foundation

Buchanan Family Foundation

Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund

Albert J. and Flora H. Ellinger
Foundation, Inc.

Felburn Foundation

W. Jerome Frautschi Charitable
Unitrust

Friends of Necedah National
Wildlife Refuge

Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Thekla P. Brumder Fund

Haffner Foundation

Hageman Family Foundation

Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation

Elizabeth Wakeman Henderson
Charitable Foundation

Hufcor, Inc.

Joseph Johnson Charitable Trust

Kickhaefer Manufacturing Company

Knox Family Foundation

Arthur C. Kootz Foundation

Krause Family Foundation, Inc.

Phoebe R. and John D. Lewis
Foundation

Lloyd & Patricia Maasch Family
Foundation

Magnolia Charitable Trust

Mason Foundation, Inc.

Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick
Family Foundation

Meadowood Foundation

Meyer Family Foundation

Natural Resources Foundation of
Wisconsin, Inc.

New York Community Trust
Linwood Fund

Rotary Club of Madison

Pleasant T. Rowland Foundation

Sand County Foundation, Bradley
Fund for the Environment

Douglas and Eleanor Seaman
Charitable Foundation

Sears CLAT

Split Rail Foundation

Arthur W. Strelow Charitable Trust

Strong Financial Corporation

Vilter Foundation, Inc.

Wild Bird Society of Japan

Wolf Creek Charitable Foundation

Gordon P. Andersson

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Dohmen

Robert Dohmen

Sam Evans

Kennedy Gilchrist and Heidi Wilde

Andrew and Paula Holman

Samuel C. Johnson

Michael D. Krall

Philip and Winifred Lacy

Darrell and Bettye Leidigh

Surn Ock Pitts

Jim and Kitty Rogers

Kathleen Ryan

Joan T. Smith

Jane Sneed

Patricia Stedman

Sandi and David Whitmore

BENEFACTOR

Anonymous (Wisconsin)
Robert and Anne Bolz

Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Bress
Sally Clayton Jones

Robert T. Foote, Sr.

David and Claire Forsberg

Ronald J. Krumm

Mary Ann Mahoney

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Manigault
Ellen and David Phelps

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Pines
Margaret C. Seeger

Joanna Sturm

Geoffrey and Elizabeth Towell

PATRON

Anonymous (lllinois, Indiana)

Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Lois and Donald Cottrell Fund J

Margaret C. Brandt and Bert Lyons

Virginia Carter

Judy Derse Langenbach and
Gery Langenbach

Mr. and Mrs. Woodson Duncan

Chuck and Lynne Gibbons

Paul Holzman and Barbara Crass

Barb and Dave Hurd

Josephine W. Kixmiller

Dr. Gary Kuehn

Frank Y. Larkin

Darrell and Bettye Leidigh

Dan Lufkin

Jack and Patti McKeithan, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. James McKenna

Denis Prager

Eleanor T. Sullivan

Lynde B. Uihlein

Douglas and Margaret Williams

SPONSOR
Anonymous (California, Wisconsin)
Fidelity Investments Charitable
Gift Fund
Rebecca Herb Fund
James & Nancy Hotchkiss Fund
Sarah Farley and Betty
Tisel Fund
Oregon Community Foundation
Wiliam W. and Patricia L.
Wessinger Fund
Mary Adams Young
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Backus
Lucy Brown
Colin Case
Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Conrath
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Cox, Jr.
Sean Cusick
Mary Ann Damm
Carol Donohoe
Doug and Gisela Drysdale
Rondi Erickson and Guilford S. Lewis
Michael Fitzgibbon and Wendy Eliot
James Christopher Frolking
Kennedy Gilchrist and Heidi Wilde
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Haag
Christine Honnen
Joy Joslyn
Ruth Kearl
Victoria Krause Mayer
Dr. Jill Kusha
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Lapham
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Neuman
Constance Otis
Michael Perkins
Catherine Quill
Rosemarie Ranney
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ritchie
H. Jean Rowley
William and Barbara Schmidt
Marjorie F. Shepherd
Sisters of the Holy Nativity
Mowry Smith 111
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Spicer
Robert Stuart, Jr.
R.F. and Anna Teerlink
Timothy C. Tuff
Emily Wade
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Warning
Beverly Yahr

SUSTAINING

Anonymous (Kansas)

Community Foundation for
Southeastern Michigan
Andrew L. and Gayle Shaw
Camden Fund

Germantown High School

Greater Milwaukee Foundation
McNeer Fund

Port Aransas Area Chamber of
Commerce, Tourist and
Convention Bureau

Terrytown Plumbing, Inc.

Andrew Abrahams

Janis Arnovich and Gene Mitchell

Thomas Ashman

Dr. and Mrs. Keith Becker

Ron and Mary Alice Bergan

Dr. Annette Beyer-Mears

Susan Billetdeaux

Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Bumstead

Ellen Burmeister

Lyn Cima

Willard and Elizabeth Clark

Mr. and Mrs. E. David Cronon

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Dawe

Deb Dirst

Timothy J. Freeman, M.D.

Mary Ann and Robert Friese

Dr. James Hall and Family

Virgil and Edith Hartje

Lucia Heyworth

Laura Hoopes

Susan Horwitz and Tom Reps

David and Barbara Houghton

Helen Hutchison

Mr. and Mrs. Charles James

Elizabeth Livermore

Katherine Luck

Mary W. Lunt

Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Major

Kay McElrath

S.J. McKusick

Amos Miner

Mr. and Mrs. James C. Nelson

Mrs. Philip Nuttle

Elizabeth O’Connor

Andy M. Palm

Mary Peterson

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Raboud

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rasch

Robert Rasmus

Cheryl Reese

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Reister

Marjorie Rogalski

Jacqueline and Richard Schmead

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Soenksen

Barbara St. George

Sarita Van Vleck

Shirley and Sterling Wight and Family

NEW ASSOCIATES

Donovan Riley and Connie Curran
Jennifer and Tom Rose and Family
David and Peggy Rosenzweig

Cari and Jeffrey Schnipper
William and Frances Weber

David and Irene Wren Lovell
Prescott Wurlitzer

MATCHING GIFTS

Alliant Energy Foundation

Altria Group, Inc.

Lannan Foundation

Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation, Inc.
U.S. Bancorp Foundation

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN AND
SPECIAL GIFTS

The following foundations and indi-
viduals generously contributed $250
or more to our annual fund campaign,
Inspiring a Global Community, or
our special gift mailing.

Anonymous (lllinois, Texas)
AMS Fund
Culver’s VIP Foundation
Derse Family Foundation
Donnelley Foundation
Fidelity Investments Charitable
Gift Fund
Norman J. Rubash and
Alice Chapman Rubash Fund
Foster Family Foundation
Merganser Fund
D.L. and L.F. Rikkers
Foundation, Inc.
George Archibald
Susan Avery
Gordon and Helen Baldwin
George W. Blossom, 111
Margaret C. Brandt and Bert Lyons
Mrs. Walter Brissenden
Barbara Brodie
Robert and Kathleen Brumder
Candace Cantrell
Henry T. Chandler
Priscilla and William Chester
John and Judy Day
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Dohmen
Robert Dohmen
Noel Dunn
Emily H. Earley
Kari Edwards and Ethan Carlson
Sam Evans
Susan Feith
Chuck and Lynne Gibbons
Cynthia Gray
Nina B. Griswold
Winston Guest
Edward Hammond and
Marcia Brooks
Clifton L. Hardison
James Harris
Harry and Marion Hill
H. Fisk Johnson
Steven and Suzanne Johnson
Ruth Kearl
Brian and Terrie Knox
Michael D. Krall
John and Kennetha Krehbiel, Jr.
Joan and Ed Kurdziel
Mary Ann Mahoney
Lalise and Greg Mason
Barbara McCallum
Mary Jane Metcalf
George and Andrea Miller
Nancy and John O’Donnell
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas O’Donnell
Andy M. Palm
Vicky and George Ranney, Jr.
Irene and E.W. Roberts
Gordon and Shirley Rock
Ruth Runeborg and Paul Watkins
Janice Price Sampson
Don and Dorothy Schultz
Amy Sheldon
Harold and Jeanne Swanson
Mary Kay Teel
Barbara Jane Thompson
Honorable and Mrs. Russell E. Train
Timothy C. Tuff
Margaret H. Van Alstyne
Barbara Ward Knight
Bruce and Irene Warning
Frank and Mariana Weinhold
Elizabeth R. Weinstock
David and Sandra Whitmore
Philip Wiseley
Mark Wolfram and Lynn Cash
Tom and Carol Zimorski
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Not Your Average Joe

By George
Archibald, ICF
Co-founder

Joe Branch, a part-
ner with the Foley
& Lardner law
firm in Milwaukee,
was unanimously
elected as ICF’s
Chairman of the Board of Directors
on March 22, 2003. | was elected Vice
Chairman, with Rick Fox continu-
ing as Treasurer, Ginny Wolfe as
Secretary and Jim Harris as
President.

With a life-long interest in nature,
Joe has been involved in a number of
conservation organizations. He serves
on the boards of the Society of
Tympanuchus Cupido Pinnatus (the
Greater Prairie Chicken), Wisconsin

Joe Branch

Peregrine Society and since 1990 ICF.
He is an active member of Milwaukee’s
Riveredge Nature Center and the
Urban Ecology Center, The Nature
Conservancy and The Royal Society
for the Protection of Nature in
Bhutan. He was an advisor to the late
Wisconsin wildlife artist and ardent
supporter of ICF, Owen J. Gromme.
Since his youth, Joe and his wife,
Karen, have been close friends with
a long-standing ICF Director, Mary
Wickhem. Mary served as ICF’s
Chairman of the Board from
1978-2000.

Joe and his colleagues at Foley and
Lardner have provided pro bono help
to ICF with a variety of legal matters.
His contagious enthusiasm, his dedi-
cation, and his superb leadership
skills are guiding ICF to new levels of

achievement in pursuing our mission.

This Spring Let Your
Favorite Hobby Help ICF!

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 2003
Bird-a-thon.Because of your efforts, a total of
$38,000 was raised for the Ron Sauey
Conservation Fund and for ICF operations here in
Baraboo. Since ICF’s Bird-a-thon began in 1989,
the program has raised over $300,000. Please help
the cranes by taking part in the 2004 Bird-a-thon.
Watch for more information coming by mail in March.

Travel with George Archibald

George hopes to lead two expeditions
to “hot spots” for cranes in 2004.
These include-Wood Buffalo National
Park and Thelon Wildlife Sanctuary in
subarctic Canada for ten days in
August, and to Bhutan for two weeks
in November. If you are interested in
these expeditions, please contact
George’s assistant, Julie Zajicek
(julie@savingcranes.org or
608-356-9462 ext. 156).

Wish List

ICF needs a NEW or low mileage
passenger van with removable
seats. Please contact Mike
Putnam, Curator of Birds,
608-356-9462 ext. 159.

The ICF Bugle is the quarterly newsletter for members of
the International Crane Foundation. ICF was founded in
1973 by Ronald Sauey, Ph.D (1948 - 1987) and George
Avrchibald, Ph. D. Bugle comments or questions? Please
write or call Kate kate@savingcranes.org or P.O. Box 447,
Baraboo, W1, 53913 or 1-608-356-9462, ext. 147.

Editor: Kate Fitzwilliams
Memberships are vital to ICF. Please join or give a
membership to a friend at the following annual rates:

Student or Senior CItizEN .........c...eevvveeerereriecsreeesienne $20
INAividual .........oevveereeereeersecssessieens .$25
0] 1] R $30
FaMIY oo $35
ASSOCIALE ....voooecrvveeeriireeeesiiseeessssieeennes $100
SUSERINING...vvveerrrrreeeeesssssnrrresessssssssnsssseees $250
R 010] 3 o $500
PAtrON .vooeecvveceeeivssesssissesssisessssisssnnes $1,000
BENEFACON ......vooeevvevcieesse s $2,000
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Charity Navigator, America’s premier
independent evaluator of charities, has
awarded ICF a four star rating based on
the most current financial information.
The four star rating is the highest possi-
ble and is indicative of strong financial
management. ICF is honored to have
received this rating for two years in

a row.

Highlights of this accomplishment
include fundraising expenses that were
only 3.8% of the amount raised and
overall administration expenses of 9.5%
of the total annual budget. When com-

pared to other environmental/bird non-
profit organizations, ICF has the highest
overall rating.

Why should this be important to you
as members? First, it is critical that ICF
is maximizing the donations we receive
to support our work around the world.
Second, the amount we spend to raise
that money is well below what other
groups spend. According to an article in
the Chronicle of Philanthropy dated
October 13, 2003, listing the top 400
nonprofit organizations, the average
fundraising expense for conservation

groups was 14.4% — compare that
percentage to ICF’s 3.8%!

This information is important for
you to know. We take the stewardship
of your donations very seriously and
will continue efforts to serve our
mission with prudent financial
administration.

If you would like more information,
you can log on to our website at
www.savingcranes.org and click on the
Charity Navigator link. If you prefer, call
Bob Lange at 608-356-9462 Ext. 140 or
e mail at blange@savingcranes.org.
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