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Conscrvation
Technology:

How computers are
ping to save crane
cies around the world.

'T .10 Moore, GIS Analyst

Satrllite images, like this one of the Zambezi River Delta, describe the distribution of
vegetation and land forms over large areus. They can also quantify ecolugical and
morphological changes over time. Examine the changes in coastal dunes and mangrove
where the river channel has shifted its course from 1960 (aerial photo inset) to 2600
(detailed satellite insct). Over 40 years this change has been dramatic evesn though
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alterutions between any two consecutive years would not likely be measurable.
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1enever 1 tell
people that Pm the
~ GIS Analyst for the

International Crane Foundation (ICF),
1 am invariably asked, “What does that
mean?” My usual response is that [ make
maps with computers. Although this
answer gives most people a basic idea of
my job, it fails to express the more impor-
tant aspects of what 1 do every day.
Geographic Information Systemns (GIS)
integrate data and geography to help us
understand how disparate information
wnteracts in space and time. Maps are often
the most illustrative way to explain these
complicated relationships, and at ICF, GIS
allows us to focus on three things. We can
measure land use over & broad area and
integrate this information with other data.
Secondly, using things hke sacellite
11 agery, we can use GIS to measure
change over time. Finally, mapping facili-
tates education and understanding of com-
plex information by belping us to recog-
1ize spabial patterns, something our
human brains recoguize well but express
with difficulty. Here are sorue examples of
how we are using GIS at ICE.

[n southern Africa, we are interested in
how large dams have affected the vegeta-
tion communities of the Zarobezi Delta,
cspecially the wetland habitats of endan-
gered Wattled Cranes and other wetland
species. In order to study the whole delta,
satellite images and aerial photographs eas-
ily provide coverage of an area that would
not be possible using traditional methods
from the ground. GIS also enables us to



charts and graphs to analyze and
explain our conclusions. A myriad of
graphs, however, fails fo demonstrate
the complicated spatial patterns that
you see. A map is one of the best tools
we can use to communicate the actual
relationships among birds, water, and
plants.

The future of GIS at ICF is set to
integrate this evolving technology into
more of our research than ever before.
At Poyang Lake (China) we hope to
use satellite imagery and land cover
3 row Crane Density ~ mapping to identify potential impacts
T on aquatic vegetation due to develop-
ment. The health of this vegetation,
food for wintering Siberian Cranes,
will determine whether Siberian
Cranes will survive in our more crowd-
ed future. Also in China, we obtained a
grant for GIS software to be used at
Cao Hai where significant efforts have

BB sigh Crane Dewsity

D Sedge Meadows

We can compare data from our annual crone counr with wetland maps created by the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resonrces to correlate how different wetland cormmunities inflience nesting cranes.
Pictured here is the density of breeding crane pairs thronghout Marquette County, Wisconsin us they relate
10 sedae mieadows. These data were compfled and analyzed by Kathleen Fullin, an ICF intern in 1998,

study ecosystem change over time.
Using archival aerial photographs and
recent satellite images, Rich Beilfuss
and 1 created historic and current land
cover maps. The historic map provides
a base for restoring the Zambezi Delta
through improved water management.
Whereas current satellite imagery
allows us to assess the present environ-
mental conditions in the delta, satellite
images may be used in the future to
evaluate our restoration efforts.
Research Associate, Su Liying, has
used GIS to integrate Wisconsin land
cover with Crane Count data. Her
work identifies how various environ-
mental factors benefit Sandhill Cranes.
The Wisconsin Depariment of Natural
Resources shares their land cover data
that classifies the amount of different

In 1995, ICF developed a GIS program with the help of the

land uses (i.e., agriculture, urban, wet-
land) across the state. Liying’s
research has identified
Sandhill preference for
wetlands in close associa-
tion with agricultural areas where
forests are rare. Significantly, we can
use these data to recognize what areas
of the state are more likely to see
increases in the Sandhill population,
which in turp influences the incidence
of crop damage by cranes. This infor-
mation will be instrumental in focus-
ing deterrents to keep cranes out of
crops in the future.

Perhaps the least technical aspect of
GIS, mapping often plays the most
wmportant role by helping us communi-
cate complex issues to others. In either
of the examples above, I could use

responsible for one of the best and most popular GIS software pack-

been made to protect wetlands through

community participation. We also hope

to develop our capacity to provide

advanced training and mentor-
ship to our internationa) col-
leagues and partners. We plan
to establish an internship pro-
gram Lo provide training for
conservation GIS and expand

our capacity to handle more
GIS related projects at ICF

and abroad.

Conservation Technology Support Prograw (CTSP) and support from
the Sand County Foundation. We started with one part-timie associate
and some basic computer equipment. Today, both our facilities and
staff have evolved greatly. The technology and globally available data
has also expanded, forcing us to continuzally update our software and
hardware. Luckily, we have survived with generous donations from
companies and organizations that recogmze the value of our work.
Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESR]), the company

ages, supports a significant discount program for organizations like
ICE. ESRI has supported our work sinee 1995. Hewlett Packard,
Trimble and other hardware providers have donated their equipment
to keep our lab gong over the past six years through the CT'SP. Finally
m 1999, ERDAS, the maker of one of the most robust sateliite
imagery processing software packages, made a significant grant. All of
these organizations have been instrumeuntal in allowing us to mtegrate
GIS as a tool for ecosystem conservation wherever cranes oceur.




Not long ago, Bob and Susan
Bishoyp of Connecticut gave
ICF $33,500 to begin an
endowment for Black-necked
Cramnes. This donation has been
invested with our other endowment
funds, professionally managed by
Hotchkiss & Associates. ICF will be
able to draw 5% ($1,675) per year
income from this gift to support field
comservation programs.

How much money is that really?
Questions of money 1o longer seen
simple fo me, not after traveling so fre-
quently between continemnts, cultures,
and econouries. Money should be val-
ued for what il can do. In Baraboo, 1
know how much electricity $1,675
can buy, or how many weeks of staff
time. Yet in Black-nccked Crane coun-
try — the arid grasslands of Tibet with
air so thin one gasps walking up a
small hill, or the mountain valleys
with slightly thicker air in Bhutan
where the cranes descend in winter —
the value of money is magnified.

With the Bishop’s kind donation,
ICF each year can support a Chinese or
Tibetan scientist in the field for
months. Yet even within central Asia,
ICF finds different economies. When
we began our project at Cao Hai Nature
Reserve seven years ago, we proposed
to give village families $100 grants to
start businesses compatible with nature
conservation. Chinese officials and biol-
opists, all living n cities not so far
away, claimed that nothing could be
changed for $100. No doubt true in the
Chinese cities. We Americans, trying to
work utterly outside of our own con-
text, had no response. But fortunately
we asked the farmers what they
thought. For a poor villager at Cao Hai,
$100 represented an immense opportu-
nity. Qur entire project at Cao Hai -
that has turned the conflicts over
wetland resources vital to people and to
wintering Black-necked Cranes into
cooperation, prospering farmers, and
growing niumbers of cranes - began
with $100 grants provided by the
Trickle Up Program of New York.

A Gift for
Cranes

By Jim Harris, President

International Jrare Foundation I Iy

ICF will put tncome from the new Bliack-necked Crasie
Conservation Fund directly to soork for these cranes in China
and Bhutan. Endowment gifts can generate drawutic on-
guing vesults overseas, because ICE supports local level activi-
ties iy Asin and Afvica whore small ammcsnts of money go a

long vay.

Conservation must operate on a
global scale. Yet only in some confused
way do I understand the immensity of
the modern world where time and dis-
tance have been transformed by tech-
niology and money. I do understand
that the face of earth seems to be
changing faster and faster, and that
part of the reason for vanishing wet-
lands and falling forests is the eco-
nomic reach of my own country. Even
in tiny restaurants beside the road to
Cao Hai, I find cans of Pabst Blue
Ribbon, one of the beers that made
Milwaukee famous. Every time I see
them, I gain an odd, quick feeling of
home. And | remember that the ease
of my travels to China, and the oppor-
tunity ICF and others have to help
balance preserving the wild with
enhancing hurvan lives, are also
thanks to the global economy.

I Tike working at ICF because our
mission — safeguarding “just” 15 crane
species and the places where they live
— inspires understanding and connec-
tion in a world that can feel over-

whelming. The global economy makes
ny head spin, and global biodiversity
(to be honest) sometimes spins my
head too. But the fortunes ang fates of
15 species of cranes have a human
scale, even though these birds inhabit
five continents and countless threat-
ened ecosystems.

1 think most of us work at YCF
because we have never given up hop-
ing to change the world. I suspect that
spark of hope likewise motivates most
of our members, who love to hear the
stories of cranes and our efforlts to
save them. We see the impact of JCF
programs for Black-necked Cranes at
Cao RHai, in Bhutan, on the Tibetan
Plateau, These stories of cranes meas-
ure our success at making the world a
better place. ICF offers each member
direct participation in events on the
other side of earth.

That disconnect hetween global
and village economies provides a
small organization like ICF a wonder-
ful opportunity. At present, ICF is
working directly in 21 countries,
while our network of colleagues is
active in dozens mote countries. Via
our own projects and the efforts of
our colleagues, a donation mailed to
Baraboo, Wisconsin can go to work
directly in one of those village
economies. ICF reports results back to
the donors. Indeed, reflecting that
impact back to you js one of ICF’s
most important coramitments.

As a one-time gift, $1,675 is impor-
tant. An endowment gift, like the
Bishops’ for Black-necked Cranes, will
go on making a difference year after
year. Better still, the Bishops intend to
add to their endowment fund for
Black-neckeds over the next two
years.

ICF is all about the cranes. At the
same time, ICF is all about connecting
people who cate, via the network radi-
ating out from Baraboo, to the cranes
and those special crane places where
small investments now can make a
world of difference. Just ask any
farmer at Cao Hal.



By Korie M. Klink,

Visitor Progr: s Coove  uor
The Intexrnati 1 Cr
(ICF) has actiwn rted crane

conservation, € 1c and resear |
activities on the i ar” f Cuba a
neighboring Isle of Youth since 1995.
The first studies of the Cuban Sandhifi
Crane were conducted in the early
1950’ by an American doctor,
Lawrence Walkinshaw. His work on
the [sie of Youth resulted in prelimi-
nary documentation of the birds’
ecology.

Although the Sandhill Crane is
the most abundant crane specics
(population estimated at over 500,000
birds}, the Cuban Sandhill Crane (Grus
canadensis nesiotes) is classified as criti
cally endangered. Endernic to
Cuba, the Cuban Sandhill
Crane, or la grulla
cubana, depends
LpOIL operl grass-
lands and savan
nas for survival.
While other
crane species
around the
globe are threat-
ened by the loss
of wetlaud aseas,
it appcars the
Cuban Sandhills are
primanty threatened by
the loss of these dry, upland
habitats.

In the past six years, ICYF has spon-
sored five expeditions to Cuba to help
our Cuban collcagues with theiy cranc
research and educational cfforts. Mrs.
Xiomara Galves, who is currently pur-
suing her PhD, has Jed these efforts.
Xjomara remembers hosting ICF
'rustecs George Archibald and Sam
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1 =~ nthew firs i to Cuba in the
19 Js and showing 1 the only signs
( ot their
{ pt sday ge ent of

much of 1CF’s work in Cuba has been a
product of the remarkable efforts of ICF
Trustee, Tom Hoffmann.

Because of the extensive and con-
tinuing work of Xiomara and her
colleagues, 13 cranc populations and
over 600 individuals have been sur-
veyed and dentified. In early April of
2001 her team captured ten Cuban
Sandbill Cranes at their watering areas,
and fitted them with radio transmitters.
This breakthrough is allowing Xiomara
to follow the movements and activilies

of these elusive birds to under-
stand the relationships of
the cranes to their habi-
tats throughout their
annual cycle.

ICF’s 2001
Cuban Expedition
took place from
February 4-14,
and provided a
small group ol

Awmericans new
insight into the beart
of Cuba. The group of
13, comprised of cduca-
tors, biologists, photogra-
phers, a veterinarian, and a
GIS/mapping specialist, speat most of
the trip on the Isle of Youth, near the
Los Indios Ecological Reserve, Because
the largest known population of Cuban
Sandhills (about 170 hirds) makes this
3500 hecetare reserve their homie, it is
an excellent location for extensive
crane observations, research and envi-
ronmental cducalion programs.
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Temiporary crane tattoos aderned bodies of the yowung and ola
Cubian Sundhill Crane at the Los Indios Feologioal Reserve.

Since 1985, an international art exchavge, Las grullas. ..z
Cravies...Bird of Ceace. .. Connecting Leoples and Countries™h
viduals taking part in the 2001 exchange.

Research so fur has focused on habi-
tat use and preferences of the Cuban
Sandhill. An extensive mapping effort to
characterize the habitat is being done using
satellite imagery and maps developed by
Cuban biologists. "I'he next step is to take



wlly Vicra, nge 13, Cuba
Like, relehrating the Crane Festival and the presence of the

es de la Paz. . Juntande Los Pueblos i Los Paises, or
s flonrished, with nine American schools and seeral tndi-

these maps and create a compreliensive  g-
ital map of Cuba and the Isle of Youth. The
digital map will allow biologists to identify
vegetation types and cover, as well as criti
cal areas of crane habitat. The information
provided in these maps will 81d in nest site

- E
o J
characterizat ,an ,. of telemetry
dara, te . prescribed

burt mapptx  ndemic species man-
agement, and 1 +~ntial habitat restora-
tion work.  se mapping techniques
will help many other species as well,
including the endangered Cuban
crocodile and the
Cuban parrot.

The environmen-
tal education
program has also
developed into an
extensive and inspi-
rational interaction
between American
and Cuban educa-
tors. The cducation
work is cenieredd
around a week long
Cranc Festival, where
cormmunities, govern-
ment offictals and schools surrounding
significant crane arcas celebrate the
presence of erancs and other endan-
gered and endemic species. The festival
also spotlights student and teacher
workshops, presentations, and an inter-
national art exchange. In 2001, nine
Armnerican schools contributed crane
artwork that was transported to thetr
Cuban counterparts. Likewtise, Cuban
school children on the Isle of Youth cre-
ated artwork, which was presented to
the participating American schools.

This year, our group was able to
visit grades K — 9 in five schools.
Our team of four cducators shared
resources, donations of school supplies,
and information on the cranes,
Likewise, Cuban schiool children and
educators shared many activitics and
performances with us, The children’s

Dalua, one of the nwe captive Cruban Sandhill
Cranes, Ives at the National Zoo in Havana.
Seeing the cranes end visitiy with sohool
chiildren ot the National Zoo is a beloved part
of the ICF Cldm expecditions.

grasp of civic responsibilit;  wl stew-
ardship towards natural resc . _.es was
evident in the costumed theatrical pro-
ductions each school performed for us.
Presentz ons and moderated discus-
sions referenced threats to populations,
ecology, stewardship and the family-
commttnity connec-
tion to their sur-
rounding environ-
ment.
\ ICP’s efforts in
| Cuba are another
example of how
cranes bring togeth-
) er diverse groups of
e 3| people. The language
of the cranes and the
hope that they bring is
universally under-
stood. 1 believe 1 may
speak for vur entire
group when I say that one’s lite is
torever changed! by the hospitality,
generosity, kindness, and hope that the
Cuban cormmmunities have brought to us.
There is an old saying, *Sore people
come into our Hves and quickly go.
Others stay awhile, leave footprints on
our hearls, and we are never the same.”
Just as George, Samn and Xiomara first
exporicniced the lonely footprints of the

4

Cuban Sandhill Crane on the open palm
savannas, those foutprints, as well as
those of every kindred spirit we met,
will forever be imprinied in our hearts.
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October 2000 - December 2000

GRANTS

Dr. Betty Bamforth,

Raobwers Bateman,

Wolf Creek Charitzble

Fonmdation,

Willigm W. & Patricaa L

Wessinger Fund,

Meadowood Foundation,

Arthun J. Donald Family

Foundation,

Strachan Donnelley,

1he: Donnelley Fourndation-
12s E. I & Batbara C,

mmelley Family Fund,

The Buchanan Family

Fourdation,

‘The Elizgheth Wakeman

Henderson Charitable

Foundation,

Mead Witter Foundation,

Juoseph Johmson Charitable

TTust,

Mrs. James Getz,

Geraldine R Dodge Foundation,

Nina Griswald,

Haffner Foundation,

Bradley Fund for the
Environment-S8and County
Foundation,

Dir. Thomas Hirsch,

Ozk Lodge Foimdation,
Mibwaukee Foundation-Lods &
Dion Cotirell Fund B,

Mr. and Mrs. Samued Johnson,
Krause Family Foundation,
Menasha Corporation
Foundation,

Phoebe I & John D. Lewis
Foundation,

Helen Mackenisen,

M. and Mrs. Feter Manjgault,
Antonia Foundation,

is & Walter Malzahn
itable Fourdati
Knox Family Foundation,

Spitz - Nebenzah! Foundation,
Comstance Otis,

Dir. and Mrs Layton Rikkers,
Janice Poce Sampsor,
Chauncey & Marion Deering
MeCornnek Family Foundation,
Stlverman Family Foundation,
Sarg L. Stmmmonds,

Walter Alexander Founderion,
Ms. joanna Sturm,

Magnolia Charitable Trust

The Nathan Cummings
Foundation,

Vilier Fotndaton, Inc.,
Marehall & Tlsley Foundation.

PATRONS

Margaret Brandt,

Dr. & Mrs. John Buesseler,
Catherine Cleary,

My. & Mrs. Frederick Dohimen,
Mr. & Mrs. Woodsom Duncard,
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Haag,
Tesephine Kixailler,

Mr. & Mrs. D. McKeithan [r.,
Quel Line Fence Corp,

Domma Strong,

Eleancr Sullivan,

Dr. Rosalind Tough,

Rusgeel] Trair

SPONSORS

Claire Box,

Dr. John Constshle

Barhars Crass,

Diane Curtis,

Mery Arm D,

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Dionms,
Eweng Family Trust,
Kennedy Gilchnst & Hedi
Wilde,

Ray Grieshaber,

Msx Lynn Grissamn,

Hesther Henson,

Mir. & Mra Harry Hill,
Shitley Johnson,

Rath Kearl,

Warren & Barry King,

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Klagmeier,
Col. & Mrs, Edwarid Kurdziel,
Anthony Lapham,

Clairon Metals Corp.,

Mir & Mrs Arthur Loy,
Mrs Glen Lloyd.

Walter R. & Susan Lovejoy
Charitable Foundation,

Mr. & Mrs. James McKenna,
Mr. & Mrs. Tom MNeumarn.,
Robert Rasmus,

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Ritchie,
Mr. & Mre. Norman Fubash,
Drs. Don & Dgrothy Schultz,
Split Ratl Foundation,

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Waming,
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Weiss.

SUSTAINING
Milwaukee Audubon Society,
T,

Dr. Eva Bouny,

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bumstesd,
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Carperer,
Mr. & Mrs. Willand Clark,
Mr. & Mrs. J. Reed Coleman,
William Cox, Jr.,

My. & Mss. E. David Cronon,
Don Davidson,

Eliz Fine,

Mrs. Gayvlord Freeman,
Germantown High School,
Geoftrey Hornheck,

Mr. & Mrs. David Houghton,
M. & Mrs. S. Hosseind,

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Major.
Ruth Mead,

Mr. & Mrs. Jares Nelson,
Mr. & Mrs. Raygond Reister,
Lynmne Scheer

M. & Mrs. Len Taylor,

M. & Mrs, R. E Teerlink,

R. Roberta Thrane,

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Voss,
Katherine Wenhun,

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Wick,

Tighe Zimmers.

NEW ASSOCIATES

Mr. & Mrs. G. Woodrow
Adkins,

David & Carol Anderson
Family Foundation.

Arthur Bettauer,

Diang Broden,

Mr. & Mrs. Tumothy A. Carr,
M. & Mrs. Anidrew Clarkson,
Mr, & Mrs. James D. Culea,
Kerri Kachel,

Jack Kaskel,

Mr, & Mrs. Warren Kreunen,
Mr. & Mrs. Leslic Muma,
Robert L. Qyler,

Mary Penzer,

Mr. & Mrs. Doriald E. Peters,
Mr. & Mrs. George E. Prescotr
Lir. & Mrs. Paul Schwalbe,
Donald Seribrer,

Dr. Richard Steeves,

Mr. & Mrs. James Ziemer
Debra Zwicky.

& Lufthansa

s EPSON Expressior:
Special Edition Wide format
scanner (NEW) for the GIS Lab

in Field Ecology.

e Tram Chim National Park in
Vietnam is seeking a donation
of a computer in order to better
communicate with the world.
The computer must have a

17"monitor, 10 Gig hard drive,
600 Mhz processor, 128 MB of
RAM and a 56 K modem. ICF
staff will be traveling to T'ram
Chim in mid-August, so donated

WISH LIST

1640XL-

Cranes.

equipment can be hand deliv-
ered. Please contact Dorn Moore
(dorn@savingeranes.org) if you
have any questious.

THANK YOU Ron Windingstad
for donating a pair of Eagle Optics
10 x 42 Ranger binoculars to our
Veterinary Services unit. The hinoc-
ulars will be used when viewing
birds in our exhibits, breeding pens
and during the ultralight aircraft
migration project with Whooping

Please call Vice President Peter
Murray at 608-356-9462 ext. 153 if
you have any questions.

Scott Swengel,
friend of the cranes

Scott served ICF and
the cranes for 18
years, most recently
as Curator of Birds.
He left ICF in April
to pursue field
research interests.
We miss Scott and
send him our best
wishes and grati-
tude. His knowledge,
caring, and hard
work for the cranes
were extraordinary!

Nest Search Successful

By Tammy Miller. Field Ecology Research Associate
On May 3, 2001 ICPF’s crew of biologists, Jeb
Barzen, Tammy Miller, Kristin Lucas, and Terry
Kohler of the Windway Corporation conducted a
helicopter search for Sandhill Crane nests in sec-
tions of Marquette and Columbia counties. Sixty
nests were found during

the one-day search.
We knew this
breeding popula-
tion had saturat-
ed the area but

had no idea of

the extent vntit
the flight. It was
amazing to see how these

breeding birds packed themselves into the wet-
lands. For example, in Widow Green Marsh we
found 15 nests. There were several cases in this
wetland where some nests were only 10 meters
apart. Searching for nests by helicopter is the most
efficient method with the least amount of distur-
bance for the incubating birds. All of the birds
returned within minutes of our leaving the area.

The JCF Bugle i the quarterly newsletter for members of the Internativnal
Crane Foundation {ICF). Bugle covements or guestions? Pleass write me at
kate@savingeranss.ong or PO Box 447, Borabos, Wi 53515

Editor: Kute Fizwilliams

Memberships are vital to ICE Plense join or gtve a membershup o a frend at
the filloweirg comul rutes:

Student

or Seador Ctizen .. 820 Famldly oo ... L. 435 Sponsct ..., A500
Individuml .. ... . 825  Asscite . _. . $J00 Patron ........ 51,000
Foreign ... ..._... 830 Susaming .... $250 Benefactor . .. 52,000




The Call That Has Taken Me Around the World

By Jean Skaife, ICF member

I am often asked how I got so involved
with cranes. My introduction to the
International Crane Foundation (ICF)
was n 1973 when I stopped in at the
old barm on the edge of Baraboo, my
ancestral hometown. There I met Dr.
George Archibald who appeared with
three baby Red Crowned Cranes follow-
ing along behind him. [ was “hooked”.
but I never dreamed that cranes, and
their calls would take me around the
world. My trips abroad with ICF have
all been brought back to the school in
my winter residence of Cedar Key,
Florida. As a volunteer it has been fun
for me to tell
the kids about
cranes and cul-
tures around
the world.

My first ICF
trip was m 1994
to Southwest
China to visit
the Cao Hai
Nature Reserve
to see Black-
necked Cranes.
Our school

exchanged art-  Jean Skaife never misses o field trip. This year’s Crane

Red Crowned Cranes of Hokkaido in
the wild. In my senior years it has
been my pleasure and satisfaction to
spread the word about cranes and ICF,
especially to children - even kinder-
garteners in Tokyo.

One of my favorite crane connec-
tions happened on May 1, 1999 when 1
was asked to give a slide presentation
“Cranes Around the World” to the
Audubon Clob of Lexington, Kentucky.
[ really thought [ had done a poor job
of it, unti] Janet James a teacher from
West Jessamine High School (WJHS) in
Nicholasville, Kentucky, picked up on
the idea of involving her class in learn-
ing about cranes. She decided to visit
ICF on her
\ surmumer vaca-
tion and even
brought three
other teachers.
They wet
briefty with
George and
told him they
wanted their
school to
become
immvolved with

crarie Conser-

work with a Fest took her on a tour of our Sandhill Crane project in  vation. They

school In Brigysville, Wisconsin.

Weining, China and we had a lot of
time to learn about each other.

In 1995, I went to South Africa and
Botswana and saw Wattled Cranes,
Crowned Cranes, Blue Cranes, and
other exotic animals in the Okavango
Delta. The kids in my community loved
that journey!

In 1998, my photographic journal of
the Bhutan/Nepal trip was used as a
scheol semester project. Black-Necked
Cranes fly over the Himalayas from
Tibet to Bhutan - the cranes know no
boundaries; and the students learned
about seasonal migrations, geography,
and customs of far away places.

This spring [ visited Japan, and
finally saw the “Tancho” the majestic

were true con-
servationists, and their school had even
saved an area in Kentucky called Black
Mountain from strip mining,

Then in September of 1999, they
came hack to Wisconsin for ICF’s
Annual Meeting and brought four
WIHS students. George took time 1o
visit with them and told them that to
save cranes you must begin by saving
their habitat - wetlands. They were
impressed. Later that fall, 100 students
and chaperones from West Jessamine
Elementary School visited ICE. They
went home so inspired that teachers
Peggy Welch and Barb Greenlief
applied for a grant to save a natural
wetland area in front of their school
from becoming a parking lot. It is now

Pegdy’s ontdoor science classroom. A
sign in front of the school reads West
Jessamine High School Science Project a
wetland for the whole community

to see.

Hurray for those great teachers who
inspire kids to carry on with action for
conservation. How pleased we all
should be with their great example. As
[CF members, may we all share our
passion for cranes with everyone. Yoo
Jjust never know how far a few words
and slides will reach.

Time to Travel

Join ICF on two tours to Asia
this November with Dr. George
Archibald. Both trips are two weeks
tong and will explore Nepal and
Bhutan. ICF has active crane conset-
vation programs in both countries
and our experiencerd bosts ave dedi-
cated conservationists and exccllent
managers. "I'hesc expeditions will
provide vivid experiences with the
wildlife and the cultures of cach
spectacular country at a time of year
when the weather is usoatly excel-
lent. Don’t miss the opportunity Lo
experience breathtaking views of the
! [imalayas, go on an clephant-back
safar to look for thinos and tigers,
and enjuy excellent birding, sightsec-
ing, photography amd shopping in
two nnforgettable areas of the world.
For morve informnation, please contact
Susan inn at: (608) 356-9462, cxt.
118 or email sfinn@savingcranes.org

ICF members also have an
opportunity to experience mote
cranes and cultures by joinmg
George on a late February through
mid-March, 2002 expedition Lo
Hokkaido, Japan and to the valleys of
southern Tibet. Japan and ‘Tibet ave
respectively home to two magnificent
species of cranes, the Red crowned
and the Black-necked. Japanesc and
Tibetans have revered cranes for cen-
turies. Close range views of hundreds
of cranes are promisced. For more
infornation, contact julie Zajicek at
608 356-9462 ext. (56 or email
zajicek @savingeranes. ogg




SPRING HAS
SPRUNG AT ICF!

This year, ICF’s spring was greeted by
the first-ever bloom of many Pasque
Flowers in our plant-
ing from fall, (996.
Ecosystern

restoration i8 a
complicated

endeavor and

requires

patience. Our
blooming

Pasques, after i
4 S-year wait,

not only remincl

us of renewed life
amidst winter ves-
tiges but also represent
our faith and hope m future conserva-
tion efforts.

4

Thanks to the funding from the
Reinhardt H. and Shirley R. Jahn
Foundation, ICF has recently mstatled
an alternative energy system, which
uses the sun’s energy to provide most

1 of the hot
water needs
for the ICF

Guest

/ House. This

system will

save ICF
hundreds of dollars in annual energy
costs and makes 4 valuable global con-
tribution toward reducing fossitf fuel
consumption. These solar collector
panels are used, yet function as new
and exemplify the best way to recycle
and REUSE! Putting the Anishing

1

-
¥
]

¢

touches on the panels from left to
right are Steve Krug of Next Step
Energy Systemns and ICF’s Site
Manager Dave Chesky.

Another gorgeous day kicked off
Crane Fest 2001 on May 12. Over
300 people celebrated International
Migratory Bird Day at ICE. Crane
Fest 2001 was sponsored by Dance
Unlimited, Litte Village Café, Wal
Mart, Pierce’s Pick 'n Save, Janet
Flynn, Senger Lumber, Eagle Optics,
Fconoprint, Operation Migration and
Baraboo Rotary Club.

Each spring sisters and long-time
ICF members Ireene Sullivan and
Karen McFadyen make ICF’s site
beautiful for visitors and staff by
donating and planting hundreds of
— colorful annu-
als. Ireene and
Karen aJways
have hime to
visit and laugh
with staff as
they dig in the
dirt. Their
smiles are as
pretty as the

_ : AddressSer  ce Requested

flowers!

The Wattled Crane Family were
moved to their public exhibit this
spring. The Wattled Crane Species
Survival Plan requests that offspring
are parent reared when possible.
This is the second year Chaka and
Nandi are rearing a chick on display.
Sprout (the
chick) is
doing great!

Sprout is
named after
Professor
Sprout, a
character in
the popular
Harry Potter
books.

MEMBERS ONLY

ICF’s Annual Meeting is
scheduled for Saturday,
September 15, 2001.

It will be held at the Kalahari
Resort in Lake Delton, Wisconsin,
Jjust minutes from ICE. We plan a
diverse banquet program, as well as
afternoon presentations and 4
special members only tour of the
cranes. Please call the Kalahari at
1-877-253-5466 by August 15 to
reserve a room at a special group
rate. For other botel accommoda-
tions you can call The Baraboo
Area Chamber at 1 800 Baraboo or
the Wisconsin Dells Visitor and
Convention Bureau 1-800-223-3557.
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