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THE STORY OF AN AFRICAN FLOODPLAIN:
Water, Wetlands, and Wattled Cranes

By Rich Beilfuss, Africa Prograrm Director

Yearling Wattled Crane on the Okavango Delta, Botswana. Wattled Cranes may serve as indicators of the health of
some of the great floadplains of Southern Africa. ICF Photo

€ hicks! Chicks!” Carlos yelted from his side

of the ptane, and suddenly they were ev-
crywhere below us. Paiy after pair of Wallled
Crancs, cach fiercely protecting its lone chick,
scattered along the western edge of the Zambezi
1Delta. At last, wilh this discovery, we had pieced
together a story of this African floodplain--a
story of dams, water, wildlife, peaple, and the

ptant that links them all together. And this had
led us to one of the largest known breeding
grounds of the endangered Waltled Crane.

A few months earlier, ICF Research Associ-
ate Carlos Bento of the Museum of Natural
History in Mozambique headed out to the delta
in hopes of observing Waltled Cranes on their
breeding grounds. We'd spotted many Wattleds

from the plane during our acrial surveys to-
gether-sometimes in large flocks numbering
80 or more--but had failed to find chicks or
any other evidence of their reproductive suc-
cess. The large, conspicuous, and surprisingly
elusive birds had remained inaccessible on
the ground. We knew little of therr brecding
or feeding ecology.



Braving crocodile-filled sream crossings
and grasslands stalked by lions and leopards,
Carlos and his assistants slogged (or weeks
through the vast Zambezi Delta. Each day they
slipped slightly deeper into the nearly five hun-
dred thousand acres of open floodplain be-
fore stopping to sleep under the infinite night
skies. They followed leads from passing vil-
lagers and hunting camps, and listened sharply
for distant calls. At las, they came across a
lone Wattled Crane, then another, and then a
flock of five birds close by. They observed the
birds for hours under

specics soon disappeat. In the Mekong Delta
of Vietnam, most of the original wetlands were
lost when lape canal schemes drained the
delta floodplains converting the land to agri-
culture. In an effort to save a remnant area of
Eleocharis marsh for Eastern Sarus Cranes and

drologgy, we assumed Lhat healthy Eleocharis
wetlands, as in Vietnam, must be quite rare
in the Zambezi Delta. Although many fac-
tors, such as soils, water quality, and fires,
contribute to the distribution of vegetation in
floodplains, it seemed likely that hydrology

would have an overrid-

other species, conserva-
lionists built dikes to trap
rainwater and maintain
wet conditions through-
out the year (see ICF Bugle
May, 1991). At first,

Eleocharis

the camouflage of tall
grasses, carefully re-
cording their feeding
activities. When the
birds moved out of
sight, Carlos collected
samples of their food
sources and moni-
tored soil and water
conditions. Although
he dtill saw no clear

Our cheers rose loudly above ~ and
the hum of the Cessna
propeller. As we headed back
to our base camp, we
corsidered our story as a
piece of a much larger puzzle.

flourished
crane
numbers
soared. Over
time, how-
ever, the per
manently
flooded con-
ditions within '
the dikes led
to a drastic re-

sign of chicks on his
fieldtrip, Cartos discovered something that
proved to be far more important. The main
food source of the Wattled Cranes was the un-
derground tuber of the Eleocharis spike rush.
Eleocharis spike rushes are a group of emer-
gent wetland plants that form extensive stands
in many freshwater marshes. More than 200
species of Eleocharis occur worldwide, from
the prairie potholes of Wisconsin to the tropi-
cal wetlands of Africa, Asia, and Australia. In
tropical floodplains, species of Eleocharis are
sensitive indicators of natural water level fluc-
tuations. Each year, if flooding conditions are
right, many species produce large fleshy tu-
bers to store their carbohydrate veserves be-
low ground. The tubers enable plants to sur-
vive the harsh dry conditions on the plains
before the next flooding season.

"I'he productivity of Eleocharis marshes in
undistuibed wetlands can be astonishing.
At Kakadu National Park in Northem Austra-
lia, extensive beds of Eleocharis tubers pro-
vide (0od for thousands of Brolgas and more
than three million Magpie Geese (see ICF
Bugle November, 1994). Each year, the Brolgas
and geese work systematically across these
floodplains, probing for tubers until little is lefi
unturmed. And each year, the natural cycle of
flooding followed by the subsiding of water,
until just moist soif remains, stimulates the
production of new tubers and rejuvenates the
Eleocharis beds.

When the hydrology of wetlands is dis-
turbed Eleocharis and other water-sensitive
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duction in
Eleocharis tuber produc-
tivity and the planis began
dying out. Not until the
waters were managed (o
mimic natural flooding
anddrying pattems, using
waler gates, did the tubers
and Sarus flourish.

The wetlands of the
Zambezi Delta are at the
opposite extreme of the
hydrological spectrum.
They suffer from 100 litile
water rather than too
much. The delta flood-
plains no longer receive
the annual pulse of flood-

R

ing influence on a plant
species so clearly linked
to natural flood patiems.
Even if small pockets of
plants occurred, cer-
tainly tuber production
would be very low and
the parched soil would
be nearly impenetrable
to probing Waitied
Cranes.

We were leit
with three possibilities.
Perhaps the degraded
delta had already lost
it’s breeding Wattled
Cranes. Mozambican
birds could travel to
Zimbabwe or Zambia
to breed and rewrn to
the delta only as winter-
ing or non-breeding
flocks. Without an un-
derstanding of why the
cranes disappeared, it
would be impossible to
know whether or not
crane abundance could
indicale wetland health.
Another possibility was
that compared to other
foods, Eleocharis tubers
were only a minor pant
of the diet. Either of
Lhese options suggested

waters from the Zambezi Sheath that linking Wattled
River. The massive | Tubers lootstock Cranes to the hydrology
Cahora Bassa Dam cap- : R and ecology of the delta
tures the floodwater peak N7 \ would be difficult. But
upstream and instead re- : if Wattled Cranes were
leases a conslant, steady b indeed dependent on
flow of water downsiteam ' Eleocharis tubess for
through most of the year. their livelihood, and for
As a result, mostly local Eleocharis raising their chicks,

rainfall rather than the
greal Zambezi floods of the past now feed
the wetlands, The delta is parched during the
long, hot dry season. Species of shrubs and
bunch grasses from relatively higher ground,
intolerant of the prolonged flooding that once
characterized the delta, have invaded the
floodplain from all sides.

Given these changes in the Zambezi hy-

they could be our
guides {0 understanding the delta. We
wondered what secrets the cranes could re-
veal.

Across the immense Zambezi Delta, only
a paaow strip of wetlands on the far-westem
edge of the floodplain suggested an answer.
Here, small perennial streams that dtain from
the nearby Cheringoma Plateau fan out along



the floodplain margin, delivering floodwater
during the rainy season and maintaining high
water table conditions and moist soils through-
out the dry season. Even in the past, Zambezi
waters only reached this part of the floodplain
during years of very exceptional floods, floods
s0 large that even the Cahora Bassa couldn’t
contain them. It was clearly the area of the
delta least-affected by upstream dams.

Here, we predicted, was our best chance
to find healthy Eleocharis stands, and our only
chance o find breeding Wattled Cranes if they
still existed. Yo test our hypothesis, we con-
ducted aerial surveys back and forh across
the entire dela. We mapped the floodplain
vegetation and tearned that Fleocharis spike
rushes were absent from almost all of the delta
floodplain. And Waltled Cranes--as well as
most other wildlife~were similasly absent. But
as we reached the western edge, small patches
of Elecchars appeared. The mats of deep
green stalks were unmistakable in contrast to
the surrounding grassland vegetation. As small
patches gave way to large rings of Eleocharis
in shallow water, pairs of Wattled Cranes ap-
peared. And as our plane zoomed in lower,
we spotted a chick with each pair. Bingo!
Our cheers rose loudly above the hum of the
Cessna propeller.

As we headed back to our base camp, we
considered our story as a piece of a much
larger puzzle; how best to manage the waters
of the great Zambesi Delta. The fantastic
populations of waterbirds and large mammals
that once graced the delta floodplains have
now vanished or retreated to the margin. How
were they affected by the loss of the flood?
The camps that once harvested the wealth of
fish deposited on the floodplain by the an-
nual flood pulse, and the crops that once ex-
tended far infand to captre the steady rise
and fall of the flood, are now confined to the
banks of the river’s main channel. Can the
retreat of peopte from the floodplain, like that
of the Waltled Cranes, be reversed? If the
cranes, wellands, and people of the delta share
a common past, they may share a common
future. Perhaps the first step is as simple, and
as challenging, as restoring the natural hydro-
logic conditions that will ensure a continuous
supply of underground tubers ~&

We are grateful to the Disney Wildlife
Foundation, the John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation, Luc Hoffman,
Howard Walker, feff Shori, Sam Evans, and
the Foundation for Wildlife Conservation who
have shared in this discovery by supporting
our long-term efforts in the delta.

Helpi=ng Hands...

By Korie Harder
Visitor Programs Coordinator

Sy

E ach year, almost half of alt the people fiving
in the United States volunteer their ime and
energy to assist a cause to help others, and to
help solve problems that will make ourworld a
betier place. Itis through this time, this energy,
and these people that the future of our world is
bright. The International Crane Foundation’s
(ICF) volunteers have extended our ability to
work with and teach not only our local
community, but the global community as well.
Your membership alone helps the cranes, but
do you everfeel like you should be doing more?
The ICF volunteer corpsis made Lp of dedicated
people doing extraordinary things and you can
be a pari of it!

Opportunities abound
for the year 2000:

Millermium Midwest Sandhill
s Crane Count is one of the
& j world’s largest single-species
e wildlife surveys and you can
make a difference by panicipating. Crane Count
will be held Aprl 15, 2000 from 530 am. to
7:30 a.m. New and veteran counters are
encouraged to contact their county coordinator
for details and site assignment. If you do not
know who your county coordinator is, please

call 608-356-9462 ext. 142.

Voluniteer naturalists (tour guides) lay the
cormerstones of our education programs by
sharing the exciting story of ICF and crane
conservation with children and adutts alike.

Chick parenits form the framework for our
caplive breeding program by protecting,
teaching, and exercising chicks while sharing
information with the public.

The Ron Sauey Memorial Library houses one
of theworld'’s largest collections of crane related
literature, photographs and videos. Help is
needed archiving, and organizing this cotlection.
Learn more about the library by visiting
www.savingcranes.org/library/library.htm

Managing ICF’s Praine is an on-going effort of
restoration and management. Get involved and
help Field Ecology manage over 90 acres of
restored prairie.

And remember- meetings and special events
will be held throughout the 2000 season for
you, the volunteer! If you have any questions
regarding our volunteer program, upcoming
training, special events, or the benefits of
working with ICF, please contact me at (608)
356-9462, exiension 127. | look forward to
sharing the ICF adventure with you... and so do
our visitors!

Find out more about volunteering at FCF!

March 11th, 10 am. to 3 p.m.: Baraboo
Public Library in Baraboo, Wisconsin. ICF will
host a day of storytelling and conversation for
the entire family.

Official volunteer training at ICF!

March 18th, 25th, and April 1st, 9am.to 1
p-m.: ICF’s Ron Sauey Memorial Library in
Baraboo, Wiscorsin. Refreshments provided.
These three volunteer training sessions will build
on one another. If unable to attend one or all,
don't frey, the Education Dept. is willing to work
with you one-on-one. ~&

Courtney Haggard, volunteer chick parent, tends to
O'Keefe, a Siberian Crane chick. Chick pareis help the
chicks grow up healthy and strong by exercising them
daily. They akso help the pblic understand how chicks
grow and what projects ICF is working on fo help cranes
survive m the wild. Photo by John Haggard.



My Fayerite Story aboul Row Sauney
Mewory couvesy of Scott Swengel, Cuvator of Bivds

The worst Wisconsin odld spell I'A ever seen bebove Jomuawy-Februavy 1996
was Decewber 24-26, L9973, Ik was 35 to 40 degrees F each Aay with wind
ills a5 A ars -80 bo -1 00 Aegrees Fo Nome of v poor avicultuvists had cows
900a encuygh o stowt-in 35 weather. | was so odd that | Avamed Hhe a from
wy cov omd pdled it thvee times, each Fime pouring it back ube Hhe cov to
wowws Up Hhe evgine. Even ot Aidu'r help. So for tivee Aays, Lisa Hovtimom,
Scott Hevelerd, and | ad bowalk the 1.6 wites to ICF's da site. Fortunately, on
e oF the Aoys Nonaw Sauey spetted Scott HevePord amd we walking op
East Stveet amA gove us avide to clip o vwile o€ ouy vl o vk,

Bub wy story is Abot Rov Sauey's con, ok Nonw's ev cuvs. Row walked over ts
ICF o the PhivA Aoy oF Hhe cda spelt ond asked the aviculbuve stadf to help
Ui gt his cov pushed wbo the govage, so he cowld try be wovim it up and
evertually get it stavred. Aways up For a wimter challenge, seveval of us
walked bock o
Row's omd helped
Lism push Hhe cov vy
a shovt sfigpevy sipe
A info the
govage. SUCCES!

Thew Row showed us

Uis breeding paiv of

Boww Ouls T the slo ’
2weve the govage,

WA vewsvAed us

with luge helpings of

Chistras coddes,

brevmies, coke, smA

yeu wovwme it

H wos always a blast Fo visit Row's house, He had
Al wianmers of beresting irews fying aveumd omad he
could hold & conversation as few othevs cam. The
macks amd RoW's compamy weve se good Hhaak we just
womted bo stay Hheve all day amd pig out. fftev all, wo 1
ome was goimg to check up on us Yo see i we had
accewplished amy move wovk Hhat Aoy, ABrer buo Wotavs
ov 56 we walked back to ICE We wished that Rem would
have mauy cav troubles Hhae vest of Hae winter and
that we could help livm sut, just s an excuse to get

N e ]

wove Swacks amd priceless cowvevsation.
— Photo: ICF Photo Avchives
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wWhoopev Capades
Mewmavy couvtesy of Maviaune Wellingten, Assistomt Cuvertor of BivAs

As womy of you kwow being o pavent provides momy challenges,
o5 Aoces the weather. Combine Hhe two aumd see whot fom we
have! This cohort of Whooping Cvame chicks being veaved for
velease m Floida back o veastivg in watey, as well as ouice.

Staying Evee from Breeting watev is a suvvival skill that-is
Aifficult o beach. | was glad Fhey figuveA it out on theiv oum.
Maybe they weve veady +o be ou Hheiv awn in Flovida. For wow t
could eyjoy the sight and avxiously suwatit towervow whiew t ¥oo
oA joim the ice capades.

— Photo by Mavianne Wellington

Kovie's Cuban Adventure
Mewovy courtesy of Kovie Havdey,
Visiter Pragrownas CoovAinator

This photo was boken at the Zodlogical Govdeus v
Howana, Cuba. Schoet dhibdven Svomt Howoma
PrepAveA am AMazIng progroum Pov Hhe 1999 ICF
Cuoan Expedition, mctuding singing, poetry,
stovytelling, amad avtwork, all focused o las geullos
Cubona (Hhe Cupan Samdlill Crame). ICF branght
vibbhev cvame stawmps to use as o fun educational
tool. As it turmed sul, chidAven amd adults alike
left Hhe Gavdeus coveved with crome stowps!
Because of
these childven,
amd the Prends
Hat L made
Auying the 1999
ICF Cubowm
Expedition, wy
ife vill wever
Y| . be the sawe.
They have left
Eocrpriuts om wmy
heat
— Photo by
Ron Meyevs



“Kids Say the Davudest Things!” 1
Mewary cowrtesy of Betsy Didvickson, L dovaviom

Last yeay o cur Sivst Crome Fest; Qoive Mivamde, I
Covsewatien Sewices Divector wes stationed ot Hhe
Whoaping Creme Extibit: Hev expevience at ICF begom
1€ yeavs ago when she was hiveA o cuvator of bivas.
Hev talk at the Whaeping Cvowme Exhibit was & big
hit—auswering questions, telling hev favevite
stevies aud edacating the public aveut ICF's I
Wheoping Cvames. That morming, { stopped up to see
Uow she was Adiug and feund hev vith seveval teewy
bopper givls. She was talking sdewsly about how wamy
yeows it bakes £er a polv oF Whsspivng Cromes .
veprednce amd that it takes a ot of tvies o pe ;
successfnl. One of the ghls, ocking thoughtul, cotwly |
stabed, “oh yeah, Hhats how it was For my povevts oo’
— Pheto by Govdon Dietzwman '

The owly kid That
Would Sit on My Lap
Mewmcry ceuvtesy of

Jiwn Hawvis, Deputy Divector
Cvowme cousevwation adfects, for
better or wovse, the Tives of alt

pecple dwellvg by the cvame 5
wavshes, [ have beaw fortumate {
o speud tome vath some of Hhese
Eowdies i Hhelv homes. My Aveawms
omA hopes For suy natuval worl A é
have veew himanized oy Mino :
T (seated i wy log), his £anily,

and cther Biends uho Wil wever

hove the chamce to Visit vy howe

W Wiscousiv, 2
— Photo by Deng vi N

T e g e P e P e

Sauta Claus Came to Town!

Mewmovy courtesy of
Geovge Avchioald, Divector

This is o phioto | keep en my Aesk, because
it vewinds wme of the witd Aay wheu Samta
oma tvs. COlans cowne to boum. ICF friends Jehw
amA Ruth Nugent Aid & wondeviul jcb
spreading the holiday chger o stalf Poveign
guests amA vauateevs. Theiv spivit lifted ouvs
A verinded s how Eun o visit fvom the
Oauns' com be. Thavks fov brivging us the gibt
et laughtev that day, John and Rut
— Phote by Geovge Avchibald
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Contributions

October 1 - December 31, 1999

GRANTS, AWARDS &
ENDOWMENTS

Walter Abexander Foundation,
Alma Dater Tnust,
Lir. Betty Bamiorh,
Mr& Mrs Jeseph Brareh,

Mr. & hbrs, Michac] Bress
The Buct

Ciigroup Fevndation,

Sally Claylononies,
Johe & Judy Ly,
Dellvood Foundation, lec,

Arthur ). Donald
Family Fourdation,

Strachan Connelley,
The Donrelley Fourdation,

A & et
Denrelley Family Fund,

The Denrelley Fourdation,

Thomas £ 1 & Barbera C.
Donnelley Farnily Furd,

Albert |, & Flora H

Fllirger Focrdetion,
|arres Cetz,
Tejas Cale,
Ninz Griswald,
Haftrer Foundation,
Mr, & Ms. Thomas Heffmarn,
Houstou Lrlowrreny,

Frieda & Willizm Hunt
Nemonal Trust,

Instilute of Museur Sericas,
Charles jahn,
M. & Mrs. Reinharct Jahn,
Mr. & Mrs, Sarriel Johinson,
N & s, Steve Johinson,
Arthur Kootz Foundaticn,
Krause Farnily Foundation,

A W& Hazel A Kurth
Imevicable Trust,

Lux Foundator,

John D. & Catherine T,
Macarbur Fourdation,

Magnolia Charitable Trust,
Phyllis & Walker Malzahn

Charitable Foardation,
M & s, Peler Marigault,
Pierre Marigaull,
Mardsall & llsley Feundation Ine.,

Chauncey & Marion Deering
MeCormick Family Foundation,

Meadowood Foundation,
Mitwatkee Feuneation,
Lots & Den Catirell Furd |,
Milvwaukes Feurdation,
Lois & Dian Cotrell Fund B,
M. & Mis. Jobar Nugent,
Cizk Lodee Foendation,
Nancy O'Donrell,

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Pines,
Denis Preger,

Dr. & Mrs. Laylon Rikbers,
Janice Price Sampson,
Maggie Seeger,
Adhur Strelow Charatable Tiusk,

wan Famnily Foundation,

Joarna Sturrr,
Split Rail Founclation,
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Serviee,

Vilker Found |
The Andres Wagrer Pecos Trust,

Wisconsin Department of
Matural Rescurces

Wisconsi River Poweer Co,,
Virginiz Wolle,

Me & Nrs. Bven Wollschlager

PATRONS
Marzaret Brandt & Burt Lyors,
Mr. & M. Denald Breckmann,
Calrenine Cleary,
Harmient Croshy,

Mr. & Mrs. Fredenck Dobrren,
Susan Feith-Mead,
Raber! Ficte,

M. £ s Chuck Giblwons,
Kir & Mrs. Jefirey Grurrbeck,

josephine Kixeniller,
Mr. & trs. Larry Klapmeies,
Dar: Ludtin,
Viclona Krause Mayer,
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Nebenzahl,
Rabsen Rasis,
Andreay Stark,

Dorrz Strong,

Flearioe Sullivan,
Mr. & Mrs, Len Taylor,
Dr. Resaling Tough,
Lynice Uhlean,
Solomon Weinstock,

SPONSORS
Clairon Metals Lomp,

Mr & Mrs. ). Reed Colerman,
Dr. John Constahle,
Williar Conway,
Barbara Crass & Paul Holzrnan
Diene Curtis,

Mary Ann Damm,
Marshall Erdman & fssoc,
). French Femily Foundation,
Cermantiwn High Schodl,
Ray Crieshaber,

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Hill,
Huteor Inc.,

Jare jurg,

Warren King.

Krox Family Foundation,
Cal. & Nrs. Fehward Kuirdziel,
M & Mg, Anhur Ueyd,

Walter R. & Susan Lovejoy
Charitable Foundstion,

The Lloyd & Palricia Mazsch
Family Foundatian,

Emily McKay,
Mr. & Mrs. Tarm Nearman,
Mr, & Mrs, Alber Pawlick,

M Williarm Pied,

Mr. & Mrs. Allgert Rilchie,
Dis. Don aned Crarciby Schultz,
Russell Train,

Mrs, Jacque Vallier,

Peter Willmann

SLISTAINING
M & Mrs. Roger Avery,
M. & Mrs, Martin Barrell,
Mr. & s, Keith Becher,
Mr. & brs. Judscn Berris,
Ardria Blatiner,

Rev: & Mrs. (. Fredrick Buadhner,
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bumstead,
Mr. & Mrs. Erst Conrath,
Con Davidsce,

Matt Fraker,

Drr. Lawra Hoopes,
William Huffman,
Ruth Kear,

Adirs dhemtd,

Sue Mueller,

Jeseph Novolny,

M. & Mrs. Georpe Ranmey, Jr,
H, Jean Rowley,

M. & Mre. Peter Stedman,
Diouplas Walliams,
s Frank Waobst

NEW ASSOCIATES
[orman Andersea,
David Blockstain,
Ds. & Mrs. John Buesseles,
Diennig Conway,

Mr K s, Chase Clnis,
i, Robert Dempsey,
Patiick Fagan,
Harry Fuller,
Catlyn Geettach,
Judy Masslea,
Rarara Kright,
Jeriniler Kraemer,
Ronald W. Kurz,
Joan Leach,
Roger Meyer,
Giffen Nickn!,
Peter Cstling,

Jan Rieke,

Carl Resy,

Bty Savage,
Naney Shegard,
John Stedrman,
Tem Stehn,
Virginka Steiner,
Maire Tiift,
Sanita Vanvieck,
Rruse Warning,

Mr. & Mrs. Thomias Winship,
Rarkara Wonser.

Lufthansa
ICF's Official Airline

ICF WISH LIST:

Want to help? Call Deputy Director Peter Murray at
608-356-9462 ext. 153

= AG/RT600A real-motion, time lapse recorder/player
(VCR) used to record and view videos of crane pairs
housed in Crane City

» 2 Front loading, cormimercial size washing machines
¢ 2 Commercial size clolhes dryers

e Canon GL1 Digital video camera

s Auto-focus 35 mm camera

¢ Boombox wilh dual cassette and CD player

e low-mileage van

¢ Quality binoculars

¢ Portable projection screen

¢ Colf Cart

]

Creative Generosity

In the last issue of the Bugle, we asked for a slide projector canrying case. Just
lastweek 3 custom-made canying case equipped with lens and cord holders

came (v the mail. ICF member, Suzarne Hall Johnson created the canying
case to fit our needs and even used some material adomed with beautiful
cranes. Now our presentations will be carmied in style! Thanks for your effort,

Suzanne!

ICF’s
Bird-A-Thon
GET INVOLVED

Lastyear’s Bird-A-Thon raised over $ 24,000 for the Ron Sauey
Conservation Fund and for ICF operations here in Barahoo.
Since 1989, the Bird-A-Thon has raised over $205,000.

Please help the cranes by joining in the 2000 Bird-A-Thon.
In March, ICF will mail you information about ICF's Twelfth Annual
Bird-A-Thon and how you can help.

CLICK
AND
CONNECT

www.
savingcranes

.org

It’s an address
you can easily
remember,
s0 spread
the word!

The ICF Bugle is the quarterly news-
letter for members of the International
Crane Foundation (ICF). Bugle comments
or questions? Please write me at
kate@savingcranes.org or P.O. Box 447,
Baraboo, W1 53913

Editor: Kate Fitzwilliams

Memberships are vital 1o ICF. Please join
or give a membership to a friend at the fol-
fowing annual rates:

Student or Associate ........ $100
Senior Citizen ... $20 Sustaining ....... $250
Individual ......... $25 Sporsor ......... $500
Foregn.............

Family ...




This year, three new staff members joined ICF. We are happy to introduce (from left), Tori Kaldenberg,

Dietrich Schaaf, and Barry Hartup. Photo by Betsy Didrickson.

Welcome to the Flock!
Tori Kaldenberg Kansas City Zoo. Besides the general
—Aviculturist care of the 22 chimpanzees at the zoo,

Tori received her BS in Biology at the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.
After graduating in 1997, she received a
position as a chimpanzee keeper at the

she concentrated on behavioral
enrichment and operant conditioning. In
December of 1998, she received the title
of Senior Chimpanzee Keeper. When

It was ICF’s privilege to
receive the Certificate of the
Honorable Award presented
by the State Committee on
\ Environmental Protection
" (Goskomekologia) of

The Certificate
recognizes ICF for
the many years
\ of service
and special
contribution to
the cause of crane

N e conservation in Russia.

the Russian Federation.

ICF's aviculturist position opened, she
applied in hopes of being closer to
Baraboo, her hometown. As an
aviculturist, she is in charge of
socializations and behavioral aspects of
the flock. Tori spends a lot of her free
time tending to her beloved Bitsie, a pot-
betlied pig.

Dietrich Schaaf
—Director of Education

Early in his career, Dietrich spent two
years as Education Officer in Uganda’s
Murchison Falls National Park. His rote
was similar to that of a park naturalist in
this country. He conducted tours for vis-
iting school groups, upgraded a focal
museum, and managed the construction
of a new education center. After obtain-
ing his Ph.D., Dietrich joined the Phila-
delphia Zoo as Curator of Mammals be-
fore moving to Zoo Atlanta in 1985. As
General Curator and later Director of
Collections, he was parl of a team that
rebuilt Zoo Atlanta, making it one of the
leading zoo0s in the country. Dietrich
believes that creating public awareness
of environmental issues like wildlife con-
servation i1s one of the most imporiant
services that ICF can provide. He looks
forward to working with staff and trying
new ideas as Director of Education.
Dietrich is married to Cherie, and has
one daughter Megan, and two sons
Daniel, and Dieter.

Barry Hartup
—Veterinarian

In 1986, Barry was an aviculture
intern, and today he is our full-time
veterinarian. He is excited about
returning to ICF after 14 years and
working to protect the health of cranes
and their habitat. His educational
background includes: B.S. Zoology,
1985; M.S. Conservation Biology, 1989;
D.V.M., 1963; Ph.D. Wildlife Diseases,
2000. Throughout his academic career,
Barry bas focused his interests on the
conservation and health of wildlife. His
experience ranges from Black Howler
Monkeys in Belize 10 the rehabilitation
of native wildlife and reintroduction of
River Otters in New York State. Besides
working with ICF’s cranes, Barry’s other
bird experiences include Hawaiian forest
birds and the study of diseases in North
American Hoose Finches. He is married
to Merri and has two daughters, Madison
and Catherine. ~&



SOAR TO THE
HIMALAYAS
WITH ICF!

Say “YES!” to adventure in

November 2000 and travel

to Bhutan and either Nepal

’ of India wherethe Interna-
tivnal Crane Foundation

has worked for many

i years to help Sarus,

Black-necked and Sibe-

rian Cranes. Since

1998, ICF has taken

members on special two

week tours arranged by our colleagues living in
each cauntry. The breath-taking Himalayas, in-
triguing cultures, and spectacular wildlite amaze
participants. This year George Archibald, ICFs
director, will take a group of 14 ICF members
1o vit ~ranes in Bhutan and India, ane
jim Rogers, ICF veteran tour leader, will fead
another group to Bhutan and Nepal. We hope
you will consider joining George and Jim to
meet the cranes, rhinos, tigers and other trea-
sures of the Indian subcontinent. f you are
interested in joining an experient  f a life-
time in November of 2000, p contact
Executive Assistant Susan Finn, P( 1447,
Baraboo, W! 53913, 608-356-9462 ext. 118,

email: sfinn@savingcranes.org. ~&

- S
% ' ICFs 2nd ANNUAL
* *  CRANE FEST
in Barahoo
May 6th, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

In celebration of spring and
International Migratory Bird Day

B : / . -

Infernational
Crane Founda-
tion Photos:
Right: ICF
member Dr.
Harold Albers
meels a Sarus
Crane chick in
Nepal. Above:
Bhutanese
dancers celebrate
the King's
birlhday and the
arrival of the
Rlack-necked
Crane at their
annual Crane
Feslival. Top Left(:

. The Black-necked

i Crane appears at
ihe Crane
| Festival!
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