AN

THE PAIR BESIDE
THE LAKE

by Prakash Gole, Chairman
Crane Working Group of the
Indian Subcontinent

It happened long ago. A poet who lived by
a lake saw a strange sight—two great birds
dancing. The male courted the female: he
danced around her, pirouetted, jumped in the
air, and made chivalrous bows. The coy
female accepted with gentle nods.

Both were so entranced that they forgot the
world around them. Then the poet saw to his
horror that a hunter was approaching. A swift
movement, and an arrow struck the male.
The female saw her mate fall, but she did not
run away. She tried to rouse him with her
beak and doggedly stood her ground. The
hunter closed in and the female, too, fell
beside her mate.

When the poet saw the tragic end of the
couple, a poem took shape in his mind. This
was the birth of the great Indian epic, “The
Ramayana,”” which still enthralls millions in
India, Burma, Thailand, and Indonesia.

The cranes that inspired this epic still grace
the Indian countryside. But the hunter, now
in a different garb, still stalks the cranes and
may yet put an end to their lives. So while
there is still time, let me tell you the full story
of the great birds since that epochal event
beside the lake.

People and cranes coexist

Millions of years ago, a great sea surged
where the plains of north India sprawl today.
As the Himalayas rose, the sea retreated, leav-
ing behind a great trough which was filled
with silt brought down from the mountains
by India’s great rivers, the Ganga and the
Yamuna. A great alluvial plain formed with
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innumerable streams, lakes and marshlands.

Then man came and saw with delight the
great variety of animals and birds that
belonged to the fertile plains. Though he
killed some of them for food, he admired
many others for the nobility of their character.

One of the largest birds always appeared
in pairs, and he called it Sarus for its strident,
bugle-like call. He admired the bird’s graceful
looks, its ardent courtship and the great devo-
tion the paired birds showed each other. For
dwellers of the plains, Sarus became the sym-
bol of conjugal love. People felt sorry for
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what happened on that fateful day beside the
lake, and vowed never to repeat it. The Sarus
were protected, almost lost their fear of man,
and came to live beside the village.

During the tumultuous period when the
fortunes of dynasties waxed and waned, In-
dia’s countryside and village life changed but
little. People drew water from wells and the
village pond bordered by tall reeds; and in
these reeds the Sarus pair built their nest and
laid two eggs.

The marsh around the pond provided food

continued on page 4

The Sarus Crane, tallest flying bird on earth, is declining throughout southern Asia. This issue of The
ICF Bugle will be distributed at two regional crane workshops, where conservationists will discuss plans
for protecting remaining wetland habitats and managing Sarus populations. In late December, “The
Asian Crane Congress - 1989” will convene at Saurashtra University in Rajkot, Gujarat, India. Aside
from discussions about the Sarus, delegates from central and southern Asia will consider how to pro-
tect migrating populations of Common, Demoiselle, and Siberian Cranes. In January of 1990, represen-
tatives from over ten countries will assemble at Tram Chim Nature Reserve in Dong Thap Province
of Vietnam. The “Workshop on the Conservation of the Sarus Crane” will prepare a plan for Sarus
Crane conservation across the wide range of the species. Photo by Sture Karlsson



EGGS IN TWO
BASKETS

by George Archibald, Director

Since 1964, the United States and Cana-
dian governments have worked together in
building a captive flock of Whooping Cranes
(Grus americana) at the Patuxent Wildlife
Research Center in Maryland. Most of the
Patuxent birds hatched from eggs collected
from wild cranes in Canada. Researchers
could take one egg from two-egg nests
without reducing productivity, because the
Whoopers that lay two eggs seldom raise
more than one chick.

Although zoos have bred cranes in captivi-
ty, the work at Patuxent was the first con-
certed effort in North America to breed cranes
on a long-term basis, and the first to link cap-
tive breeding with reintroduction back into
the wild.

Patuxent’s team of scientists developed in-
novative techniques to assure the birds’

welfare and to encourage breeding. For ex-
ample, Dr. George Gee, who has been with
the program for over two decades, pioneered
artificial insemination for cranes. Later, he
developed cryogenic preservation of crane
semen.

Dr. John Serafin has modified poultry diets
to produce pelletized ““crane chow’ in a
spectrum of formulas that meet the needs of
birds from hatching to breeding. Dr. Jim
Carpenter, Dr. Josh Dein, Dr. Glenn Olson,
and many other veterinarians developed
techniques for both preventing and treating
health problems in cranes—their activities
ranged from developing vaccines to deter-
mining safe drug dosages.

Dr. Cameron Kepler, Dr. Scott Derrickson,
Dr. Dave Ellis, and Scott Hereford pioneered
techniques in behavioral management of
Whoopers—techniques that assure strong pair
bonds and thereby improve productivity.
Working with Sandhill Cranes, they
developed methods that allow captive cranes
to be released back into the wild.

On August 30, officials at Patuxent Wildlife Research Center announced that 22 Whooping
Cranes would be sent to ICF. From left to right: John F. Turner, Director of the US Fish &
wildlife Service; Constance Harriman, Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Fish and Wildlife
and Parks; Jim Range, Chairman of the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation; and George
Archibald, Director of ICF. Photo by Ashton Graham/USFWS.

These accomplishments at Patuxent would
not have been possible without the early
leadership of Dr. Ray Erickson. Ray
conceived the idea of captive management
of endangered species, and transformed his
dream into reality at Patuxent, where he
served as the director of the Endangered
Species Research Branch until 1980. Now
retired and living on the West Coast, Ray is
a member of ICF's Board of Advisors.

Risks in Captivity

Life is fragile. . .and for managers of en-
dangered species in captivity, there are many
uncharted waters.

For example, at ICF in 1978, a formerly
unknown variety of herpes virus suddenly
killed 22 cranes. And in 1984 at Patuxent,
Equine Encephalitis Virus carried by mos-
quitoes snuffed out seven Whooping Cranes.
Cranes are prone to a variety of diseases, in-
cluding coccidiosis, salmonellosis, and tuber-
culosis. In addition, severe storms or ac-
cidents threaten cranes, both in the wild and
in captivity. To avoid the possibility of
catastrophic loss that could result from
holding all the Whoopers at Patuxent, the US
Fish & Wildlife Service and the Canadian
Wildlife Service decided to transfer half the
captive flock to ICF.

Preparations at ICF

ICF has worked with captive Whooping
Cranes since 1976. Our first Grus americana
was "“Tex”, a female that became hopeless-
ly imprinted on humans after hatching at the
San Antonio Zoo in 1967. | became Tex’s
mate—after all, she preferred humans to
cranes. With semen imported from Patuxent
in 1982, we finally produced a fertile egg that
hatched. Our offspring was named “Gee
Whiz"" because Patuxent’s Dr. George Gee
sent the semen.

Now a handsome adult male, Gee Whiz
has shared an enclosure for most of his seven
years at ICF with a gorgeous Red-crowned
Crane female named ““Zhalong.” Having ex-
perienced a more sensible upbringing than
his mother, Gee Whiz prefers cranes to peo-
ple. Since Tex died in 1982, Gee Whiz has
been the only Whooper at ICF. This autumn,
ICF will pair Gee Whiz with a Whooping
Crane from Patuxent.

Since ICF's beginning in 1973, we have
concentrated on the captive management of
endangered cranes from Asia—the Siberian,
Red-crowned, White-naped, and Hooded
Cranes. Thirteen of the world’s fifteen species
of cranes have bred at ICF. We have high
hopes that in 1990, our excellent pairs of
Wattled Cranes and Black-necked Cranes will
also breed. Now, we are excited by the op-
portunity to round out our program through
managing and breeding a flock of Whoop-
ing Cranes from North America, the most en-
dangered crane of all.



Since the move to our new site, ICF has
built 65 pens for the management of pairs and
their offspring. Fourteen pairs are displayed
for the public at the Johnson Exhibit Pod and
the Crowned Crane Exhibit. The rest of ICF's
cranes reside in pens, forming a 12-acre com-
plex called ““Crane City,” where they occupy
addresses on Sibe Street, Brolga Boulevard,
and Tancho Terrace. ICF already had five
pens reserved for the Whoopers, but to pro-
vide enough space for the new arrivals, a new
street with 12 more enclosures was needed
at Crane City.

Through generous support from the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation,
“Whooper Way"’ is now a reality and awaits
the immigrants from Maryland. Through ad-
ditional support from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, ICF will add 2.5 employees
to the aviculture staff; a half-time veterinarian,
a veterinary technician, and an aviculturist.
We are thrilled that ICF’'s consulting
veterinarian, Dr. Julie Langenberg, will in-
crease her commitment to half-time at ICF.
She will spend the other half of her time as
an avian clinician and instructor at the
University of Wisconsin School of Veterinary
Medicine, expanding our productive relation-
ship with that facility.

Finally, we welcome the 22 Whoopers,
each one carefully selected after considering
its genetic background, age, behavioral prob-
lems, and breeding success. In June, a
meeting was held at ICF to make the selec-
tions. The goal was to select an approximately
equal number of birds in each category for
the two centers. Under the guidance of US
Whooping Crane Coordinator Jim Lewis, staff
from both ICF and Patuxent poured over the
records for each bird, trying to optimize the
genetic diversity remaining at each site in
case the birds at one location are lost. Genetic
diversity is already greatly reduced because
the present flock reached a low of only 16
birds in 1940.

Obviously, an equal number of prolific
breeding pairs also have to be sent to each
site. The meeting set a cooperative spirit,
allowed ICF staff to hear firsthand about the
idiosyncrasies of each bird, and gave Patux-
ent personnel a chance to learn about ICF's
programs. It was decided that for the
Whoopers, ICF’s focus would be on breeding
while Patuxent's focus would be on research,
and captive propagation for future releases
into the wild.

At ICF, we treat each bird as an individual,
with a unique personality. ICF's aviculturists
are looking forward to getting to know all of
the new Whoopers, including productive
pairs such as Ulysses and Ursula, and Rattler
and Mrs. Rattler. We are looking forward to
sharing stories about these feathered per-
sonalities with the readers of the ICF Bugle.

A

On September 16, ICF hosted a ceremony honoring the Whooping Cranes, and celebrating progress
in the construction of their new pens. Two crane chicks await their cue on stage left, while Jeff Jensen
leads a prayer for over a hundred attendees. Photo by Ron Brayer.

) WHOOPER WAY

The ceremony ended with planting the street sign for “Whooper Way.”” From left to right: Jim Lewis,
Whooping Crane Coordinator for the US Fish & Wildlife Service; George Archibald; Wisconsin Gover-
nor Tommy Thompson; and Mary Wickhem, President of the ICF Board of Trustees. Photo by Ron Brayer.



The Pair Beside the Lake
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for their chicks, and the pair aften wvisited
fields to glean fallen grain after the harvest.
Mo o bothered the paic or their chicks,
They were a part of the village scene, as was
the stodk nesting i the gl Banyan tree o the
monkiey living on the emple e, The land
teemed with ponds and marshes, and Sams
werre everywhere, Their clarion-like calls
marked the beginning of another day for
many a village family,

The end of tramguillity

It seemd that the hunter had been per-
manently banished. But nal The tranguil liby
af willage life was shatered by events that
iook shape in faraway capitals. Cifies con-
finued o grow, and then started dictating
what the villagers showld sow and reap. They
sent to the village new seeds, fertilizers and
witter fram canals, Manny vil lage ponds soan
went inbo disuse, filled with villaga waste,
and dried wp, Machines roared into Fields and
drowe the binds away. Roads and highways
ot through the countryside, dividing fields
and bisecting the Sarus territories. Ficlds that
ance grew grain changed o cash crops like
sugar cane and iobacco, and marshes were
drained for expanding agriculiure.

Finally, industry made its appearance in the
village. Labor from distant lands poured in
for construction and factony work; the new
people et up shacks, and weeds spread
where ance the fotus bloomed and the lily
bBlossomed. Ferilizers and  insecticides
washed from fields into the pands and killed
freshwater plants and animals. The villags
ponds that rerained became cesspools of
filth.

1 clearly saw all this when | traveled several
huredred miles through the Sarus country. |§
traveled acrass Orissa, the region where rice
is said 1o have s origin. | knew that in the
ahsence of marshes, Sarus allen resoned o
ilooded rice fields, But thare was o Sans in
Oirissa [see mapl. From Crissa, | entensd south
Bihar and then stepped into the grest alluvial
plain of the Ganga and the ¥amuna rivers.

I waim did | look for Sarus 61 resched the
viery conder af the Ganga-Yamuna fleod plain.
| asked the villagers, and showed them col-
ored plotures of Sarus. . . but everyone tald
= Sarus wsed 1o be in our village some
years ago. But now it is gone.”

Luck at lasti

When at last | et mov first Sarus pair, | had
already crossed hali the region of the Sanus
rangs # described by the ornithological tesxs,

i perked my vehicle 10 a siop when | saw
the pair quietly gleaning grain in a harvested
field. Mot far frarm the pair, a fasmer and his
family workedl. 18 wars the sarme inenegil sceme

Studying Sarus in the Field

AL e tirne, Sarus Was 3 commdan sight in
the plains of nowh India. [Fused o be found
frearn the Nesod plains of the rver Indus in the
west {now in, Pakistan)' to the Brahmaputra
River floodplaims in the east, Bul obsensens
found that since the 1960z, Sanus had become
Searee in many aneds of its foermer rnge, and
was nao longer seen  Ino Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

The government of India therefore decid-
ed’ to commission.’a study . of the current
range, slane and ecalogical requirements af
the bird. The India Crane Working Sroup ac-
cephed this challenging task and Hs members
fanned out to sbudy Sanus inthe field. As Prin-
cipal lvestigator and Cooendinator, | brav-

that | had envisicned many times. A thrill ran
thraugh me, probably the same feeling the
poet had experienced on that fateful day.

I asked the farmer o show me he village
pongd, He ook me o a small Take surroung-
ed by stately mango irees. Inone cormer was
the famieliar resdbed—the bomse of thie Sarus,
“Twao or three families nest here,” he lold me.
I ihen visivedd anather lake not far away, This
wias overgrowon with aquatic vegatation. But
there | saw a Sarus painwith twao juveniles—
gray and cinmamon-brown, small replicas of
their tall parents.

| continued to meet Sarus as | traveled. |
sitwe themy in the frelds gleaning Fallen grain,
even attacking standing crops of rice and
wheat. | asked the farmers how they falt about
thex theit of their crog, ivs ned moch,” they
carelessly remarked. [ saw Sarus with
juveniles foraging in shallow ponds and

elled over 15,000 kilometers and wmte the
Tinal repaori.

| Bound that in most areas, the breeding
habitat of Sarus was endangened, [eading to
a decreass ln productlon of yowng, But un-
forunsely, creation of sanciuanes of resenmes
may not help, because breeding pairs ane
wirdely scatered. The answer to this challenge
lies with village people, for the bird is an in-
fegral part of the noah Indian village scene.

Ta help rehabilitate Sarus, 1 have recom-
mended that improvement of the wvillage
pond, sysematic investization of its waters,
and restoration'of aquatic ecosystems should
iormn am integral part of the village develop-

ment perogram,
Frakash Gaole

rnarshes, Cince as §was watching Sarus inoa
marsh, a village boy came and told me that
a road was being planned through a part of
the marsh, Do yoe like it | asked him.
o, | ddont want to lose all these birds,” be
replied.

| saw Sarus coming together for rest wnder
e, and | witnessed their evening social
gatherings when they collected in flocks o
play, e, chase one another, dance and jurnp
in the most delightiul manner, As the sun set,
I saw them winging their way to a roost in
a wiche and shallow basin of the river.

Cradually, | came to understand how the
Sarys spent their days, Princigally, thelr time
passed in feeding and resting, While pairs
with chicks fed chiefly in marshlands, pairs
withoast chicks fed in agriculiual fields, Do
g ihe warmer pan of the day, they rested
uncher shady trees, in large poals or on rivers

Sanm Crane populations in India are declining under the pressures of cconomic progress. Phato by
Prakash Gaole.



banks. A number of pairs gathered at these
resting places, where they preened vigorously
to keep their feathers clean and trim.

The evening social time was important too.
It was then that the newly recruited adults
probably found their mates, and already
mated pairs strengthened their bonds. These
social gatherings took place in fallow fields
and what we called “waste’” lands. The
habitat combination that Sarus appeared to
favor best was marshes, ponds, fallow land,
and cultivation—in that order.

Can the Sarus survive progress?

By now, | had crisscrossed a lot of Sarus
country. I had observed over 1,200 Sarus in
different regions. It was gratifying to see that
Sarus was still protected. Except for a few
pockets inhabited by hunter-gatherer tribes
who killed with bow and arrow anything that
was moving, Sarus was not hunted.

The great birds even prospered in certain
areas. They had taken over strips bordering
irrigation canals where water seeping through
canals had created wetlands, and here the
Sarus nested throughout the year. The year-
round availability of shallow water and marsh
probably triggered this unusual nesting
behavior.

It was wonderful to find the hunter
vanished from these Sarus areas. But when
| probed deeper, certain disturbing trends
became visible. Even in regions where Sarus
were numerous, not many pairs could breed
successfully. For many of them, sufficient
breeding habitat was just not available.
Marshes and ponds had gone under the
plough or had been reclaimed for other uses.
If the Sarus is not able to breed with success
in its area of greatest concentration, declining
population will result.

In regions where agriculture was
mechanized and dependent on heavy doses
of fertilizers and insecticides, no Sarus could
be found. Sarus appear to have retreated to
the so-called “backward” areas, where
agriculture is still traditional, where harvests
are low because very little fertilizer and in-
secticide are used, and where human popula-
tion densities and urbanization lag behind the
rest of India.

What if these so-called backward regions
also come under the spell of economic pro-
gress? Where will the Sarus go then? Are great
birds like the Sarus and the stork incompati-
ble with economic progress? Which future do
you prefer, dear reader? The pair beside the
lake, or the car and the supermarket?

It is not the bow or the gun that threatens
the Sarus in India today. The “hunter” has
been transformed into something more wily
and perhaps more dangerous, for he now
comes in the garb of Technological Man!

An Indian Sarus Crane tends its chick at Keoladeo National Park, near Bharatpur. Many
Sarus Cranes breed in scattered locations outside nature reserves, typically nesting in reeds at the edge
of village ponds. Since times untold, villagers and the cranes have coexisted in northern India. Photo

by M. Philip Kahl, jr.
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Move Over,
Western
Meadowlark

by David Thompson,
Education Director

Last January a bill to change Nebraska’s
state bird from the Western Meadowlark to
the Sandhill Crane didn‘t fly in the State
Legislature, even though Sandhill Cranes
showed up in the state three weeks early, in
time for a hearing that killed the bill.

Two years ago, Wildlife Biologist Craig
Faanes was out viewing the magnificent con-
centration of cranes along the Platte River;
bird watchers from Georgia asked him what
Nebraska’s State Bird was. “The Western
Meadowlark,”” he said. “Well, why isn’t it the
Sandhill Crane?”’ the tourists replied. Faanes
thought about it, then contacted State Senator
Arlene Nelson, who introduced a bill in
January, 1989.

The proposed change sparked many col-
umns in Nebraska's newspapers, and even
a paragraph in USA Today.

Crane versus meadowlark

When Faanes testified for the bill before
Nebraska's State Legislature, he pointed out
that 430,000 Sandhill Cranes stop along the
Platte River each spring as they migrate
between their breeding grounds in Arctic
Canada, western Alaska, and Siberia, and
their wintering areas in western Texas, New
Mexico, and Mexico. The number of Sandhill
Cranes resting on the Platte River each year
represents 80% of the world’s population of
the species; perhaps there are more cranes
here than the world population of all other
crane species combined.

Faanes, who works for the US Fish &
Wildlife Service, went on to point out that
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the Platte River in Nebraska is a critical link
for the survival of the birds. Most of the Sand-
hills in North America and Siberia funnel
through this bottleneck during their migra-
tion. Upon reaching the Platte River in the
spring, the birds rest for over two months
because habitat to the north is still frozen.

The massing of cranes on sandbars and
fields along the Platte every year is a spec-
tacle that has drawn visitors from 45 states
and ten foreign countries to the Sandhill
Crane viewing facility near Grand Island. In
March of 1989, Grand Island hosted a three
day celebration of the migration, drawing
tourists from New York City and Los Angeles.
According to Faanes, “These people are not
traveling to our state and spending their funds
to see meadowlarks; they are coming here to
view our cranes.”

A survey revealed that in 1987, Nebraskans
spent nearly $97,000,000 to observe, feed,
or photograph wildlife. Over $26,000,000 of
this was spent in the Platte River Valley, most
of it by tourists observing the cranes. The
survey said that 30% of Nebraskans, or about
540,000 people, had travelled to see the
Sandhill Cranes at least once.

Nebraskans not convinced

But these eloquent arguments failed to con-
vince a majority of Nebraskans. A poll con-
ducted shortly after the bill was killed in com-
mittee showed that 59% of 621 registered
voters approved the decision to keep the
Western Meadowlark as avian ambassador
for the state. Twenty-two percent said that
they disapproved—presumably these people
are in the ““crane camp.”

Many people objected to deposing the
meadowlark because the migratory Sandhill
Crane deserts the site for six months each
year. The more faithful meadowlark not on-
ly breeds locally, but stays year round.

Faanes counterattacked with library
research showing that 18 states have state
birds that do not stay year round. Six states
use the Western Meadowlark as their state
bird, while no state currently honors the
Sandhill Crane. Nigeria, Uganda, and South
Africa use other species of cranes as national
symbols.

The debate became taxing when it was
discovered that the Sandhill Crane was
already on the front cover of Nebraska state
tax forms...the one document nearly
everyone reads.

Debate benefits cranes

To strike a more serious note, the publici-
ty generated over the debate was important,
because critical habitat for both Sandhill
Cranes and Whooping Cranes along the
Platte River is under attack. The cranes de-
pend on finding sandbars flooded by high
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The campaign to name the Sandhill Crane as
Nebraska’s state bird brought the cranes and
habitat conservation issues before the public.
Cartoon by Fred Oetgen.

water for safe roosting at night. Spring floods
also keep vegetation in check, so the cranes
can spot approaching predators.

But upstream dams and diversions for
agriculture have reduced spring flows of the
river to the point that vegetation is choking
the channel. The proposed Two Forks Dam
on the South Platte River in Colorado has
received several setbacks recently, but the
operating license for the Kingsley Dam is now
up for renewal. Naming the Sandhill Cranes
as state bird would not only help with these
battles, but promote tourism that has both
economic and educational benefits.

The debate over Nebraska’s state bird
reveals an emerging international perspective
for conservation. While the stay-at-home
meadowlark still clings to the crown, the in-
tercontinental crane is raising people’s
awareness.

Rev. Lonnie Logan expressed this
cosmopolitan view in portions of a letter he
sent to the Grand Island Independent. He said
it was fitting to honor a bird that migrates
through the state: “We [Nebraskans] proclaim
our interconnectedness with all of creation.
Our voice speaks for the global village, from
the northern tundra of Alaska to the southern
flats of Mexico, woven together like fine
fabric with the meandering shallows of the
Platte.”’

Logan concluded with a postscript for the
cranes: “‘Don’t forget to share our Nebraska
greetings with our sisters and brothers north
and south (gar-00-00, gar-00-00)."



The Bottom Line

by Bob Hallam
Development Coordinator

Last year's fall issue of the Bugle contained
a “‘special gift envelope’” which gave each
member a chance to support a particular ICF
program of his or her personal interest.

The special gift money helped advance
habitat programs at ICF and in Vietnam. At
ICF, we improved our ability to conduct
prescribed burns in our prairies and oak
savannas by purchasing walkie talkies. The
radios help fire teams to coordinate their
actions across smoke and flame to conduct
burns efficiently and safely.

For our work in Vietnam, your money has
purchased a LANDSAT satellite image that
will be used to quantify the hydrological con-
ditions both inside and outside of Tram Chim.
This is the critical nature reserve our Viet-
namese colleagues established to protect the
wintering habitat for endangered Eastern
Sarus Cranes.

Aviculture used their funds to purchase
camera equipment to document research pro-
jects and medical procedures, and for iden-
tification of parasites.

Contributions received for “International
Education” allowed us to buy a spotting
telescope and tripod for use in field trips for
foreigners participating in our International
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A three-day-old Sandhill Crane chick named Lupine cavorts in its brooder box. This year, ICF raised

20 chicks, and sales in the gift shop set new records. Photo by D. Thompson.

Training Program. With these funds, we also
are printing our new International Education
Packet, a school curriculum designed to in-
troduce ICF’s international conservation ef-
forts to school children throughout North
America. The packet includes a pilot project
to allow children in America to exchange art-
work and other materials on conservation
with children in schools near important crane
reserves in Asia or Africa. Your contributions

in last year's gift envelope are funding this
exchange for the first year.

Finally, photographic materials were
prepared for distribution to delegates to the
1989 Asian Crane Congress.

The staff wishes to thank all our members
for their continued faithful support, and we
hope you will renew your “special gift to the
cranes.”
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Nina Bradley; Katharine Bradley; Mr. & Mrs.
Ernst Conrath; Louise Coumbe; Robert &
Verene Crane; Marion P. Crownhart; Mr. &
Mrs. Frederick Dohmen; Helen Kay Easton;
Ronald Edmunds; Thomas & Jennifer
Englehardt; Mr. & Mrs. Dean Fitzgerald;
Bernice R. Flaningam; Mr. & Mrs. G. W.
Foster, Jr.; Douglas B. Fuller; Kathleen
Gallick; Mr. & Mrs. John Geilfuss; James
Goodwin; Grootemaat Foundation; D. M.
Guthrie; Dr. Heidi J. Harkins; Jean H. Harris;
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Hartman; Mrs. James
Heyworth; Hatsue H. Higa; Mary P. Hines;
Holiday Wholesale, Inc.; William & Leslie
Hollan; Mrs. Robert B. Holland; Industrial
Caoils, Inc.; Robert & Olive Kemp; Robert W.
Kerr; Dr. Gary Kuehn; Elizabeth Lister; Dr.
& Mrs. Andrew Major; Marilyn Mason; Paul
& Therese Meidl-Westegaard; Ferris C. Miller;
James Mooney; Merlin Moser; Sally Mundt;
Frank & Sieglinde Myers; Neco Hammond

Corporation; Racine Journal Times; Robert N.
Rasmus; Campbell Read; Barry & Nancy
Rich; Hans Ris; Sidney & Steele Rosen; H.
Jean Rowley; Robert Sabin; Robert M. &
Kathryn L. Simpson; Wharton Sinkler, IIl; Mr.
& Mrs. Kendall G. Smith; Elinor Stege; Cyn-
thia G. Stewart; Mr. & Mrs. James Stewart;
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney B. Stewart; Larry & Nan
Stocking; Katherine L. Sullivan; Dr. & Mrs.
Samuel G. Taylor; R. Roberta Throne;
Elizabeth Clayton Towell; Margaret Van
Alstyne; Edmund D. Wabiszewski; Nancy K.
Westman; Joanne Woodward; Mr. George B.
Young; Steven R. Zickert; Ziegler Family;
Tighe E. Zimmers.

New Fax Machine

ICF has installed a telefax machine that has
already proved indispensable. We have *‘fax-
ed” documents to the USSR, China, Canada,
and numerous locations within the US.

We wish to thank the following people: Mr.
& Mrs. Ronald M. Buege; Mr. & Mrs. Joseph
Brownsmith; John Canfield; Marion Hill; Judy
Kapture; Mr. & Mrs. Daniel ). Kilby; Mrs.
Bruce Krik; Rosemary Kwilosz; Hope
McCormick; Dr. Margaret Winston.



ICF’s Bird-a-thon
Raises $16,000

With money is still coming in, ICF’s first
Bird-a-thon has raised almost $16,000! Once
again, we wish to thank all who supported
the Bird-a-thon.

Three teams, consisting of Lisa Kreuger
with Carson Mettel, Karen Hale, and Michael
Putnam, raised the most money. Each team
will receive a framed, limited edition print
by Owen Gromme entitled ‘‘Trumpeter
Swans— A New Beginning,”” and a book en-
titled The World of Owen Gromme.

Carol Konkol, Jane Zubar, Robert Adams,
Bert and Bette Johnson, Kate Olsen and Kris
Smith, Mimi Corneli, and Marta Trimble
finished fourth through tenth, respectively.
They will also receive the book The World
of Owen Gromme.

A special thanks goes to ICF Trustee Mark
Lefebvre of Stanton & Lee in Madison,
Wisconsin for donating the prizes.

Members Invited for
Work Trip to China

ICF is organizing a work trip to Zhalong
Nature Reserve, one of the largest wetlands
in Asia. It serves as a home to six species of
cranes. The trip will provide a vivid ex-
perience of the challenges and opportunities
of China’s network of nature reserves.

The trip is planned for 20 days in June/ear-
ly July 1990. We prefer volunteers with bird
watching, photography, or related skills, or
with a special interest in public education.
Participants should be in good health, but
there will be no strenuous activities. All costs
are tax deductible. Write Jim Harris at ICF for
details.
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Address Correction Requested

Songklod Phutong (left) and Siriporn Thongaree hold the first Sarus Crane egg laid in Thailand
in recent decades. Photo by George Archibald.

A Birthday Gift for
the Queen

The Eastern Sarus Crane is an endangered
subspecies. Although several thousand breed
in Australia, the bird’s status in Asia is
tenuous, with about a thousand wintering in
southern Vietnam; their breeding area is
unknown. Sarus Cranes once lived in
Thailand, but they disappeared, probably
because of hunting and drainage of wetlands.

Since 1984, ICF has collaborated with
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Thailand’s Royal Forest Department in a pro-
ject for returning the cranes to the wild. In
November of that year, six young Sarus
emigrated from aviaries near Baraboo to
aviaries near Bangphra and were presented
to Queen Sirikit, the patron of the project.

Last summer, a female named ‘Aussie’’ laid
her first egg. Unfortunately it was infertile.
This summer, an egg parented by Aussie and
“‘Boonsong’’ hatched on August 12, the
Queen’s birthday. Congratulations to our
Thai colleagues as they strive to return Sarus
Cranes to their verdant countryside!
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