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ta right: Tanyo, Edvard, Bozov, and the impatient A

Arrives at ICF

The label “Imported from Hong Kong" en
the bottom of -a curic from the local gift shop
may not have quite the ring it once had in this
age of rapid transportation and mass production,
but the International Crane Foundation received
some imports recently from that tiny British Crown
Colony which caused a great deal of commetion
in this country and abroad. The imported items
weren't the usual hand-painted wallhangings or
gilded bamboo screens, but six live Whitenaped
Cranes, one of Asia’s largest and rarest hirds,

The fuoll story behind this unusval importa-
tion actually begins nearly two years ago when

Hong Kongs Department of Agriculture and.

¥Fisheries contacted IOF ebout six cranes that they
had recently confiscated from a local animal dealer
who lacked the proper permits te hold the birds.
The Departmient asked us for advice about placing
the birds since the local bird park lacked the
space to house them 2nd returning them to the
wild was logistically impossible. We guickly re-
plied that vur program to keep a “species i
of the rarer cranes, including the Whitenaped
Crane, could eertainly use this new genetic stock.

Ciatribation of iha
Whiswnczad Geane  (frus viplo §
I#w nniweae THE CAMES v LW 17

[+] LU - |

Mop redrawn by John Wiessinger

With that, both sides initiated the steps to transfer
the birds from Hong Kong to ICE in the U.S,
The steps proved not all that easy to initiate,
Mindful of the continuing drain on the world’s
wildlife - from commercial exploitation, the U.S.
and many other nations signed a docwment in
1973 called the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna which
attempts to protect rare forms of life by restricting
their trade on international markets. The White-
naped Crane, Grus vipio, appears on ong of the
lists of endangered species within the Convention.

‘To buy, sell, or transfer this crane between mem-

ber nations requires that the applicants obtain
(Continved on page 4)

The International Crane Foundation
Continves its Ambitious Project to
Reintroduce the Siberian Crane
to Western Asia

by Ron Sauvey °©
Suddenly I spotted him, dressed in  his
familiar brown fatigues and red knit cap and
striding intently across the alrport parking lot, a
dark grey suitcase clenched in his right hand.
Unable ta resist the temptation to greet him in
some unususal fashion, I slipped behind him un-
noticed and grabbed him roughly by the shoulder:
“What de you have in that case?,” | demanded in
mock serionsness. He turned, wide-eyed, and
stared, at first not recognizing me. Then both of
us laughed, and in the gold light of the Moscow
dawn, Dr. ¥Yladimir E. Flint and 1 embraced,

Russian-style, in warm greeting.
The longest day in my life, June 30, 1978,

‘had actually started one hour earlier at 2:3¢ am.

in Moscow's austere, Stalin-era hotel, “Leningrad,”
when I was awakened by the telephone. Sasha
Nikolaevsldi, my chief contact in the USSR,
was at the other end. “I'mn downstairs,” he said,
“are you ready?”

I guickly dressed, grabbed my bags, said “Do
svidaniyal” to the chamber maid I passed in the
dark hall, and joined Sasha and 2 small retinue
of Russians from the Central Eaboratery for Na-
ture Conservation who were already out front
waiting_in a taxi. Despite the hour, the sky was

“bright in the edst™and by the time we met Dr.

Flint at Domoyevedo Afrport, the sun had begun
to peek over the horizon, Although I didn’t con-
sider it in the excitement of the moment, 1 would
watch that yellow orb for another 24 hours, never
seeing it set as I raced half way around the world
on the strangest errand of my life.

All these clogk and dagger incidents in Mos-
cow were simply another phase in Operation Si.
berian Crane, or “Project Sterkh” as the Russians
call it, an ambitious conservation program o save
the extremely rare Siberian Crane, Grus leuco-
geranus, from extinction (see “The Great Egg
Heist™ in The Brolga Bugle, vol. 3, no. 4). The
suitcase that Dr. Flint was carrving at the airport
contained seven eggs of this endangered crane’
and soon they would be in my custody, My mis-
sion was to aocompany them on their journey
westward to the U.S. by the fastest possible route
so that they could be placed in a waiting incu-
bator at the University of Wisconsin's Biotron
facility in Madison,

Already the eggs had come a very long dis-
tance. Dr. Flint and a small teamn of Soviet biole-
gists had collected them a day earlier in a remote
region of arctic Siberia, and the first leg of their
eventual 10,000 mile journey had taken them

(Continued on page 3)



MILE-
STONES

In Search of the
Least-Known Crane

Prakash Gole peered threugh his binoculars
with a sense of relief. About 150 feet in front
of him a Blacknecked Crane stood up on its nest
and, with its beak, carefully turned the two egas
at its feet before settling down on them again.
For most of the month of May, Prakash, of the
World Wildlife Fund - India, and some compan-
ions had been travelling the wmarshy plains high
in mountainous Ladakh in northwest India seeking
cranes. Finally they had found a nest. Yet their
relief. was tinged wdth-apprehension,. for-in all-that
time they had seen only two other crames; a ‘pair,
but not nesting this year. And they knew of only
one other site where cranes might be found.

Prakash’s search started auspiciously enough.
On his arrival in Ladakh his inquiries vielded

word of seven locations visited by the cranes in-

recent years, and of two other locations that
held cranes in the 19305, The first spot that he
and his companions examined, Hanle’, produced
a pair of cranes. Fanle' is, in Prakashs words, *a
wide plain overlooked by an impressive Buddhist
monastery built on a hillock. The tiny Hanle’
village nestles underneath the hill. Several small
streams meander over the surface of the plain,
The surface is saline, where not swampy, and it
is covered with coarse grass. It is also very un.
even, being coversd with little knolls encrusted

A Blacknecked Crene in unison culi posture at the
Shanghal Zoo in the People’s Republic of Chino.
This phota was taken by John Day of the Buank of-
Chicage’s Japen Branch durng his recent visit to
China, .

A tribol from the Api-Tani Valley hold: o dead
Blacknecked Crane. Phote taken by Col, Tim Betts

in tha sarly 1950s. A recent expadition to this
valley in far enstern Indiee failed to find any of
these eranes. The introduetion of firearms fo the
area in recent yeors hus apparently destroyed this
loca! wintering population,

with soda, some of them even floating in the
marsh. Here and there are found little puddles
of brackish water, their surfaces covered with a
thin film of fce in early May.”

The very evening that the group arrived in
Hanle', they spotted the Blacknecks. Local people
informed the researchess that the birds had been
present in the area for about a week, and had
nested in this area in 1977. Soon the birds were
observed performing a courtship dance: the male,
uttering 2 short, soft call, began pumping his long
neck up and down and tiptoed three or four paces
ahead of the female, then, wings spread, came
dancing back to her, still pumping his neck. When
he came close to her, she responded with a similar
up-and-down motion of her neck, but when he
twrned fo stand beside her and pumped his neck
again, she did not respond, and the two of them
soon began feeding, —-

Eventually Prakash concluded that these
cranes were not yet ready to nest, and he and his
companions moved on to investigate the other
possible crane areas. But one location after an-
other failed to harbor cranes. Some looked wun-
suitable as nesting habitat — being more likely
to attract birds on long feeding flights from other
areas of migration — while others simply were not
oceupied this season, The most promising place,
a group of lakes near the Indus River, lies right
on the edge of territory claimed by both India
and China, and it was deemed too dangerous to
make any more than 2 cursory search of the area

-from a nearby hilltop. .

Having examined all the sites but two to no
avail, the expedition arrived on May 24 in the
v1llage of Chushul, located 14,200 feet above sea
level in a vast sandy plain rimmed with mountains.
The expedition had almost given up hope of
finding cranes here also, when they sighted a pair
foraging near a flock of sheep in a salt-enerusted
marsh. The birds were extremely wary and fled
when the researchers came close, alighting in a
freshwater marsh completely hidden on all sides
by high sand dunes.

Here in the middle of & shallow pool was

" a nest, a platform of aquatic vegetation plucked

from the surrounding water and heaped up. Two

" foothold in the Himalayas.

_ cream~colored eggs with brown blotches lay in

the nest.
Prakash and his fellow researchers quickly

" erected a blind and began careful observation of

the nesting peir. The male and female appeared
to share the incubation duties quite equally, gener-
ally taking 1- to 1%-hour turns on the nest. They
were secretive and almost always silent, as if they
were taking every precaution to avoid drawing
attention to themselves znd their nest.

At times both parents would be absent from
their eges for long periods, but no predators were
seen to attack the unattended nest. The isolated
matsh was occupied also by three pairs of Brah-
miny Ducks, which raised an alarm at the least
suspicion of danger, thus providing early warn-
ing for the cranes. The ducks also signaled an
end to any threat by their resumption of normal
feeding,

The last lIocation on the list of crane sites
also contained no birds. Prakash concluded that
the movements of people and domeste animals
in all of the potentia]l crane habitat has increased

" since a previous survey in 1978, and that the

cranes have apparently abandoned some tradi-
tional sites and withdrawnm to the least disturbed
wetlands. It is obvious that this crane needs
complete protection in Ladakh Prakash Gole

--recommends a numzber-of awum

1. Due to the species’ marity, it is almost
completely unknown to the army and other gov-
ernment personnel and even to most Ladakhis.
A poster depicting the crane ‘and explaining its
situation could be distributed throughout the
region; the crane could become 2 symbol of
Ladakh, and a mascot for the army in that region,

2, The Hanle’ and Chushul marshes should
e made sanctuaries, with guards posted there
from April to August to study and protect the
cranes, The actual nest sites should remain secret.

3. Pasturing of sheep in these areas meeds
to be restricted, but not entirely excluded, since
the Ladakhi shepherds consider the Blacknecked
Crane sacred and offer it a certain degree of pro-
tection by their presence.

With so few wuesting pairs remaining in
Ladakh, collection of eggs for captive propagation
does not appear wise at this time. Such a program
wonld hécome feasible if and only if the crane
increases under carefn! protection. Special con-
cern exists for the Blacknecked because its status
in Tibet, the only other place where it nests,
is entirely unknown to western scientists,

{Editor’s note: It was recently reported to
ICF that the eggs of the Chushul pair were de-
stroyed and the female bird possibly killed, Clearly
the Blacknecked Crane is losing its westernmost
Without immediate
action such as that suggested above, it is likely
that the Blacknecked Crane will d:sappear from
Indiz.}

Tasaday, at.one day old, This is the first Eastern
Sarus Crane known to have hotched in captivity.
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across most of Asia to Moscow where 1 was wait-
ing, Their next trip would be slightly less lengthy,
from Domodeydova Airport, a domestic airport, to
the international Sheremetyewo Airport on the
other side of Moscow, a one hour taxi ride. As
we drove along the outer circle road connecting
the two airports, Dr. Flint told us of the hair-
raising hehwpter ride he had taken during the
egg collecting in Siberia.

““We didn't have too much petrol aﬂ:er we
had oollected the last of the seven eggs,” he
related, “in fact, in Russian helicopters there are
three warning signs that the aiferaft is about to
run out of fuel. The last one, a loud buzzing,
occurs just before the helocopter drops out of the
air, -We landed at the small airport just as the
buzzer went off!l”

Shortly before we arrived at Sheremetyevo,
we decided to stop to pose for photos in the
“beautiful morning light. As we opened the suit.
case for my first glimpse at the eggs, a loud peep-
ing sound issued forth. “Good Lord, one js
hatchingl” 1 exclaimed.

- “No, it is just talling to vs from within the
ege,” Flint said hopefully. But as he turned the
_egg over, 4 large erack appeared on the bottom,

ICF’s 1978 Breéding

Season: Setback, Success

If any lesson was leamed at ICF during the
1978 breeding seasom, it was that we cannot
afford to be smug about the state of the art of
crane propagation. Any self-assurance which may
have been present at ICF after the wonderful
1977 breeding season (when we were almost 100%
snceessful in raising the cranes we hatched) was
totally dissipated by the reversals of 1978, First,
a 'viral epidemic ocourred in March which killed
twenty-one cranes at ICF, mostly Sandhills and
young birds hatched the previous year, Next came
a generally undistinguished breeding season with
Yow egg production, infertility, egg mortality, and
weak chicks, some afflicted with-a strange blind-~
ness which appeared almost total at hatching, but
slowly lessened as the chicks became older, But
not all was gloom. We did successfully raise
chicks from four endangered species and also pro-
duced an Eastern Sarus Crane, Grus antigons

PROCEDURAL FLOWCHART FOR IMFORTING
SIBERIAN CRANES

sharpti, perhaps the first ever hatched in captivity,

The breeding season actuvaily got off to an
auspicious start. Zhurka, 2 female Japanese
Crane on loan from the Moscow Zoo, laid her
first egg March 8, with snow still on the ground.
She continued laymg at three- to five-day intervals
until May 30, reaching 2 grand total of 16 eggs,
eight times the number normally laid by wild
cranes! Zhurka’s history is as amazing as her re-
productive capacity, She was originally displayed
ak the Peking Zoo in the 1950's and then presented
by the Chinese to the Soviet Government as a
gesture of pood will in 1958, Last year, 19 years
after they received her from Peking, the Russians
loaned Zhurka to us in the United States, 2 com-
mentary of sorts on the vagaries of political friend-
ships on our troubled planet.

Altogether, 52 eggs were produced at ICF
this spring and summer from seven species. Twen-
ty-seven of these were fertile, from which we
hatched 17 chicks. As we go to press, ten chicks
remain: three Japanese, three Whitenaped, three
Satns, and one Hooded, We are also raising four
Siberian Cranes which the Russians collected as
eggs in the USSR and which we hatched at the
Biotron at the University of Wisconsin in Madisdn.

One of the preater disappointments of the
1978 breedmg season was that the one egg laid

Crisisl ™
time in the hatching process, Flint whistled be-
tween hs teeth and carefully closed the suitcase.
Last year, during the same egg transfer, one egg
had also pipped and died before it left Moscow,
We could only hope that this year’s chick would
prove stronger and survive the next 20 hour trip
to the U8,

Six hours later, T was aloft on Aeroflot’s
flight no. 315 to New York, the suitcase on the
floor in front of me. The pipped egg was still
alive and cheeping, and it wasn't long before I

- attracted the attention of my fellow passengers,
Evervone wanted to lmow where I had obtained
the eggs and why I was taking them from the
Soviet Union to the U.S.

I explained that the eggs were those of a
very rare species of erane and that we at the
International Crane Foundation hoped to hetch
and raise the chicks from these eggs, forming a
captive population, Eventually, the birds pro-
duced from these eggs would produce eggs which
we would return to the Soviet Union.

© Aftér thirteen sleepless hours during - which

I acted as & crane midwife and juggled the eggs
in the suitcase every hour to keep them all uni-
formly warm, the Aeroflot jet landed at New York,
Althongh it was the Fourth of July weekend and
the airport was jammed with people going every-
where for the holiday, Milly Zantow, ICF's ad-
ministrator and miracle worker, had alerted the
customs officials of my arrival and I was soon in
a specie]l room showing the eggs to an official
—fpom—the - Apricaitere=-Department,—Wien—we

opened the suitcase again, the pipped egg was

still alive, but the chick had become tired of
waiting for good hatching conditions and had
started to turn in the egg, a sure sign that it
would soon emerge, -incubator or mo incubator.

But my next problem was making a United
Ajrlines flight at the opposite end of Kennedy
Airport. Tt was now 6:50 pan. and the flight
left at 7:00. No way voure going to make it”
said the Agriculture agent flatly, “It will take
you half an hour to reach the United terminal”

“T've got to,” I yelled as I ran out of the
office, “all other flights to Chicago are completely
booked!” Perhaps it was the bizzarre cargo I
carried , or the agents pity at my state of utter
desperation, because out he ran as well, grabbed
my arm, and hurried me through a spe.c1al locked
door. Parked along the road euhnde was his car
and we both piled in.

“We don't have time to take the usual roads,”
he shouted above the din' of incoming planes.
“we're going to have to take a more scenic route.”
Saon we were barreling down the edge of several
runways, dodging encrmous 747s as they taxied
along the pavement. In no time we crossed the
airport. Again I was ushered through a locked
door and emerged behind the seourity check. -

“Hey! Where do you think you're going?,”

One egg had iudeed pipped, & crftical
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shonted a security guard from a crowded counter.
The last sound I heard as I ran down the long
carpeted corridor, the suitcase lying flat in my
outstretched arms like some sacrificial offering,
was the guard arguing vigorously with the Agricul-
ture agent. But no cne stopped me, and I made
it to the gate — the last passenger to board the
jurmbo DC-10. Within minutes I was off to Chi-
cigo. For the first time since the whole wild trip
had started fifteen. hours earlier, Y felt at gase. I
felt wonderful. I felt like kissing the dark-haired
woman sitting next to me.

- : trip—wwand

I finally reached Madison, I was met by a group
of ICF people and another Agriculture agent.
The suitcase was openad, - Within, looking wet but
healthy and sitting atop a cashmere sweater that
one of the passengers .had loaned me, was a
downy Siberian Crane. We 1mmadlately chris-
tened it “Aeroflat,” the first crane to hatch at
30,000 feet — perhaps even the first bird to have
that distinction.

Of the other six eggs, four hatched, but one
of these chicks died when only a few days cld.
§till, we have four beautiful young Siberian
Cranes, none of them showing any ill effects from

their prenatal journey. Aeroflot, Ednard, Bazov,
and Tanya join our four other Siberian Cranes at .
ICF. Someday, as soon as four years from now,

the offspring of these captive cranes may be
taking the same journey back to Siberia, perhaps
the last and best hope for the future of their
threatened race,

We are grateful to many people who assisted
us with this phase of the Project Sterkh. Our
special thanks go ‘to the New York Zoological
Society, the USS$R's Centtal Laboratory . for
Nature Conservation, the U.§, Department of
Agriculture, the U, 8. Fish & Wildlife Service's
Office of International Affairs, and the University
of Wisconsin,

fsuled to hatch A]though the chick lived to 2
late stage of embryological development, it did
not pip, and died several days before hatching.
An autopsy conducted by the National Fish and
Wildlife Health Lab in Madison shovwed that the
embryo was malformed and probably would not
have been a nermal chick had it hatched.

Eve problems also occurred in chicks hatched
this year, Several of Zhurka's young appeared
totally Blind at birth and had to be force-fed
until they learned to feed on their own. This
was true of the first chick hatchied this year, Yuri,
and at least two other Japanese chicks. The
blindness did not persist, however, and gradually
the birds gained at least partial vision. We are
not sure why this anomaly cecurred, but we will
experbment nwith turkey eggs this winter to de-
termine whether the kind of fumigant we used
this year might have damaged the eye tissue of
the embryonic cranes. If, on the other hand, the
condition is genetic, it will probably reappear next
year when Zhurka’s 1979 chicks begin hatching,

On the brighter side, ICF was successful in
hatehing what we believe is the first Eastern Sarus
Crane, Grus antigone sharpii, ever prodiced in
captivity. The Eastern or Sharp’s Sarus is slightly
smaller and moore wmiformly gray than the Indian
Sarus, G. a, antigone. Its original range extended
from Burma to the Philippines, although it appears
to have had a very patchy distribution within the
large area and was not reported common any-
where. - Within the last fifteen years, however,

where it has become locally common and even
has started hybridizing with the Brolga, Grus
rubicunda, once the only native crane in Australia.
The hyhrid, which George Archibald has chris-
tened the “Sarolga,” is typical of most hybrids in
that it blends features of both parent species. It
is difficult to say what will eventually happen to
the Eastern Sarus Crane in Australia. If the
Sarolgas are fertile and show “hybrid vigor,” they
may eventually swamp both parent species and
emerge as the only crame on the continent. If the
hybrid shows decreased fertility or fitness, on the
other hand, a reproductive barrier will probably

‘develop between the Sarus and the Brolga and
the two species will stay distinet.-

Whatever happens in Australia, the- chick
ICF hatched this summer and named “Tasaday”™
is without doubt “pure” Sarus Crane since neither
Painless nor Gloria, its parents, show any Brolga
characteristics, We hope to continue to get fer-
tile eggs from this pair in the future since they
may be the only Eastern Sarus pair in captivity.

In summary, ICF experienced a number of
serious setbacks this year in its breeding program,
but we remain confident that the “bugs™ can be
worked out of the system and that next year we

. will be able to use the hard lessons of 19:8 to

improve our propagation techniques.

tad Whaoping—{rane,—
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Michael Sounders, Mina Schoefer, Katherine Schmidt,
George Schrneidar, Jamas Schemmer, John Schelr, Mor-
man Schowalter, Deborah Schrap, Fish and Schulkamp,
Jumes Schwolboch, Sue Ann Semrow, Margaret Say-
mour, Deboreh Sherman, Gary Shugert, Koga Shup-
sakw, Charles Sivelle, Donald $mith, Douglas Smith,
Inger Smith, Margaret Sommers, Mrs. Harry Steenbock,
Staenbock Memorial Library, Stephensen County Audu-
hon Society, Cathryn Stever, Cornwell Stone, Sr., Lynn
Stone, Phyllis Stout, William §
Sunr Prairie tunior High Ecelogy Club, Paul Sutton;

Jolly Tager, Stewart Toylor, Elizabeth Thomas, Paul
Tebbal, Clarence Terveer, Esther Tesnow, Bruce Tillinger,
Mrs. Togo, Don Trachte, Ruth Trimble, John Tschernitz,
Jim ¥alerivs, W. D. Vasze, David Yarhagen, 5. A. Viess,
Joseph Viles, John Winsen, James Walters, Marvin
Wampler, Carol Way, Willilum Webster, Ruth Weeden,
Morris  ‘Weeks, Loure Weidman, Michoel Weisling,

- Howard Weiss, Eurl Wells, Yan Wells, Margaret Wer-

necke, John Weston, James White, Doris Wiley, William

Willard, tean Williams, Jifl Wilm, Jo Ann Winandy, -

Duana Winday, Anne Winter, Charles Winters, Michael
Wiremen, August Wirkus, Kothleen Wisner, Charles
Wonds, Jr., M. Wright, Fronk Wywialow:ki, Lourencs
Young, George Zebell, Frod Zi man, Xaren Zonders,

Zoological Society of Cincinnati, Eleanor Zulauf,
CONTRIBUTIONS OF 1ABOR AND MATTERIALS

Howard Ahrensmevyer, Ellzal:eih Anderson, Mary
Bechhuber, Boraboo Chomber of , Horeld
fessae, Dr. H. Bird, Flambeau Pmdu:ts Corporation,
Yumi Goto, Fred Harris, Diana Huppman, Japanese
Airlines, Barb Katz, Kathy Lofdahl, Lov Locke, Charles
Luthin, Herb and Helen Malxacher, Dorothy Muedd,
National Wildlife Health lab, Cffice of International
Affairs—U, 5. Fish and Wildlife Service, Nial Paterson,
Joyce Powers, Fot Redig, Norman Savey, 5r., Gladys
and Gerold Scott, Lucille Thempson, Kari Tillay, Debbis
Viess, Walsrode Bird Park, Frank and Katie Wenban,
Br. Marvin Wasterfeldt, Forrest Zontow, The USDI
Health Check Yeam,

CONTRIBUTION OR LOAN OF BIRDS

USSR Ministry of Agriculture, Hong Kong Dapart-
ment of Agriculture and Fisheries.

CORRECTION

In the Spring issve of The Srolge Bugls, it wor
reported thot George Archibalds Koreon study was
financed by the lersey Wild Animal Preservation Trust,
The grant actually came from the Wildlife Frazervation
Trust International ond the Waorld Wildlife Fund, We
cpalogise far this error,
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A puir of nesting Blacknecked Cranes in Ladakh in northwesters India. Thess birds ware extramaly
wary and Prokash Gole, the photographer, hod to use a blind and telephota lense 1o get this close

to the birds,
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A polr of regol Whitenaped Cranes, Grus vipio,
stand alert at ICF, — Phaote by Frunk Séherschal

Crane Contraband .
(Continued from poge I)
permits from their respective governments,

The US. Government requires the apulicant
to show that the proposed use for the animals or
plants will not be detrimental to the species’ sur-
vival and that the country where the organisms
have originated has no objection to the exportation.

ICF’s application to import six cranes from
Hong Kong was unusual in that the cranes did
not originate in Hong Kong (see range map on
page one) but were probably smuggled into Hong
Kong from the People’s Republic of China, per-
haps for foreign exchange. ICF therefore had
some difficulty complying with the requirement
that the country of origin provide a permit for
the exportation to the US. Because of this diffi-
culty, an official from the Department of the
Interior suggested that the birds be returned to
China and released. This idea was dismissed as
impractical by the Hong Kong Government since
the People’s Republic would probably not claim
the birds originated within their borders, and no
information existed as to the aetnal geographic
origin of the cranes. The chance of successfully
returning them to the wild therefore seemed nil.
Eventually, after a good deal of extra paper work,
telephone calls, and discussion, a permit was -

‘issued allowing us to import the cranes.

Today, the six birds are at ICF and are
being carefully watched. We will soon be dividing
the group into pairs for propagation purposes,
Eventually we hope that offspring from these
llegally-trapped hirds will destroy the market for
contraband cranes. For example, ICF will soon
be sending a captive-produced Whitenaped Crane
named Charlie to the Frankfort Zoo in Germany
to pair with an extra bird on display there. Charlie
thus takes the place of a potentially wild-trapped
bird and so indirectly benefits his wild relatives
in Asia

We would like to express our deep apprecia-
tion to Charles Sivelle, Dr. Ken Searles, the Hong
Kong Botanical and Zoological Gardens, and the
Hong Kong Agriculture and Fisheries Department
iﬂéF their assistance in bringing these cranes to

The International Crane Foundation is a
registered, publicly-supported, non-profit or-
ganization which is dedicated to the study and
conservation of cranes throughout the world.
Saving cranes saves earth’s vanishing wetlands.
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