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MAKING TRACKS - news of the foundation

EASTER EGGS

— F— / ’——f — f o ASTER BRINGS-ICF A--
L — BASKET OF RARE EGGS
\ \ \ Easter, April 10th, was not particuilarly early
) t A ] this year, but our Wisconsin spring was, Encour-

. lookfng {ike o movnd of ynmelted snow, Tex, ICFs
famals Whoaping Crane, sits on her nest in the
carn fisld odjoining her pen ar ICF.

Terry Quals, ICFs Public Relations Coeordinotor,
holds o bosketful of crane eggs. As we go Yo
press, we have harched sight chicks, seven from
sndungered specios. -

EXTRA, EXTRA . .,

aged by the unseasonably balmy weather, ICFs
two rarest females, PhyMis and Tex, both laid
eggs before Easter Sonday, Phyllis, ICF's only
female Stberian Crane, started our 1977 breeding
season with a bang. On March 26, Phyllis laid
her very first epe — after 24 years in captivity —
and quickly followed the first with. a second,
third, and fourth in rapid succession. As we go
to press, she is on nuwmber 10 with no sign of
stopping. Considering that wild cranes lay only
two eggs each year, Phyllis seems to be making
up for lost time!

Tex, our only female Whooping Crane, laid
her first egg — after nine years in captivity — the
day before Easter, Naturally, the circomstances
surrounding the laying of the egg were 2s peculiar
as Tex herself. Members may remember that Tex -
is the hopelessly human-imprinted Whooper that
believes that George Archibald is her mate fwe're
not sure what George believes). Shortly before
she laid her egg, Tex became restless and began
pacing the east side of her emclosure as if she
desperately wanted to get out. When George
opened the door of her pen, out Tex walked, made
2 beeline for the neighboring cornfield, and
promptly built an untidy nest- of corn stalks.
Several times during the day, George tried to
leave Tex and retur: to the office, Each time,

ICF UNCOVERS THE

Afghan Connection

Through the heat waves the distant birds appeared like slowly whirling dervishes;
their ‘white bodies emerging and submerging at the shimmering interface between lake
and sky. White egrets, I first thought, since through the telescope 1 could see a blurry
form leap suddenly into the air without a trace of black on its wings. But our vision
was so obscured by the wavering layers of hot air that we all piled back into our jeeps
for a drive closer to the flock of white birds along the distant lake shore. -

Our party, consisting of U. S. Ambassadore Thecdore Eliot, Joel Scarborough of
the Asia Foundation, Joseph Young of the Nebraska Project, Khushal Habibi and Ron
Petocz of UNFAO, and John McGough and me of the International Crane Foundation,
had spotted these birds soon after our arrival at the huge saline lake, Ab-e-Estada, in
east central Afganistan. We had left Kabul, Afghanistan’s capital, seven hours earlier
at dawn and bad driven along spectacular highways lined with snow-capped peaks of
the Hindu Kush. Roads in Afghanistan can be either very good or very bad. The good
roads we traveled were courtesy of the U.S. whose continuing rivalry with the U.S.5.R.
for Afghanistan’s allegiance has brought modern airports and asphalt highways to a

TeX WO
the field. Finally, George brought a chafr and
sat next to Tex on her cornfield nest. After six
hours of sitting, Tex laid her egg. The egy was
quickly moved to an incubator and Tex walked
peacefully back to her pen.

Only time will tell whether ICF gets Whooper
and Siberian chicks this spring. But we are very
gratified hy this initial suocess, and with 2 limle
Inck - and some cooperation with our male
Whooper and Siberian — we should have chicks
of these extremely rare cranes at some future date,

land in which the camel and horse still
play the major role in transportation. We
had crossed bad roads also, dirt paths gut-
ted with deep ravines where the drivers
simply “gunned” their jeeps down the steep
inclines and hoped for the best. But we
had made it, in three separate jeeps full
of two days™ provisions of water and food,
and a stockpile of telescopes, binoculars,
and cameras. Our mission: to track down
the rare Siberian White Crane and perhaps

* {Continued on page 4)



MILE-

CRANES VS. CONCRETE

Mississippi Sandhills Win 1n Supreme Court

Mississippi Sondhill of its nest near Ocean Springs,

Mississippi. Photo by Dr, L. H. Walkinshaw.

Are 40 Sandhill Cranes worth relocating a
section of interstate highway? The US. Supreme
Court thinks so. In a lapdmark first decision on
the merits of a 19753 statute protecting endangered
species, the Supreme Court Jast winter refused to
review a lower court’s ban on the construction of
Interstate 10. The highway, which will eventually
link Florida to southern California, was designed
to pass close by the wetlands of Jackson County,
Mississippi - where the cranes make theit home,

The high court’s decision left a 0 mile gap in
i At dawn the birds gradually leave the roost in

the superhighway.

Why all this fuss about Sandhill Cranes? Well,
these aren’t your average run-of-the-marsh Sand-
hills; they are Mississippi Sandhill Cranes, Grus
canaderisis- pulla, a subspecies which is somewhat
darker than 'other Sandhills and a great deal rarer.
At one time, Sandhills could be found nesting
across the southern U, 8, Today, only two popu-
lations remain, the Florida Sandhill and the Mis-
sissippi Sandhill. While both -subspecies are con-
sidered rare and endangered by the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior, the Mississippi Sandhill is
by far the rarer; only 40 birds are known to exist
along the wetlands of the Pascagoula River,

The Supreme Cowrt’s decision puts some teeth
into the 1973 Endangered Species Act which de-
clares that no federal agency will engage in
projects that in any way threaten animals.or
‘plants that are on the Department of Interior’s
list of endangered species. In the case of the
Mississippi Sandhill, the National Wildlife Federa-
tion used the law to sue the Department ofTrans-
portation, charging that the highway’s location
would lead to the destrustion of the crane’s habitat
by encouraging commercial development in and
arcund the wetlands.

ICF applauds the actions of the Supreme Court
and the National Wildlife Federation. We hope
that the Court will continue to rule in 2 similar
fashion in future cases and that other mations
will join the U.S. enacting legislation to preserve
their dwindling wildlife.

KOREANS SEND
CRANES TO ICF

A Korean crane named “Won,” is the latest
addition to ICF’s small but growing band of Japa-
nese Cranes. Named after Korea's formost drni-
thologist, Professor Won Pyong-oh, Won was
found last February in a rice field north of Seoul
where he had been accidentally poisoned by far-
mers proteting their crops from pheasant depreda-
tions. The Korean Council for Crane Preservation

feature . . .

Our Cranes Return Every Spring

by Dr. Olof Swanberg

Edlior"s Note: Dr. Olof Swanbarg, like his American counterpdrt Dr. Lawrence Wolkinthaw, s o dentls

turned crane scientist, Dr, Swenberg heads o

g study of C

Cranes in Sweden 'gnd has

added o great denl to our knowlsdge of this spnem nesting and migratory behavior,

Springtime to many people in Sweden is incomplete without o trip to Lake I-Iorn-

' borga in southcentral Sweden to see the annual return of thousands of cranes. Scien-

tists know them as Grus grus, the Common Crane, a bird with a distribution from Nor-
way and- Sweden in the west, clear through central Asia and frigid Siberia in the east.
To Swedes, they are simply “Our Cranes” and their appearance at Homborga in early
spring is cue for people all over Sweden to drop their business and make for the lake
to see again the spectacle of thousands of large . grey birds dancmg on snowy felds.

Indeed, the flood of people is so great that
police have to inaugurate one way traffic
for some of the roads in the area.

Being the resident crane exper; I get & lot of
telephone calls. When do the cranes arrive? How
many are they? Why don't they rest here in
autumn, ete.? At first, 1 was not able to answer
these questions because few studies had been
made of the migratory habits of our cranes. We
did know from earlier banding studies that these

birds breed in- the remote marshes of our countey .

and winter in Spain and Morocco. But their
migratory behavior was still incompletely known.

In order to better understand our cranes and
their habits, I and a few Jocal people in the
Skovde Bird Chibtr decided to begin a study of

the cranes and their comings and goings on Lake.

Hornborge. We started planning our procedures
in the winter of 1965-86. That spring we counted
both the daily number of cranes as well as the
total number visiting Homborga during the whole
season. The daily count was easier, because the
cranes roost together in one open arex in the
southern part of the lake (Hornborga is so shallow
that it i actually more of a marsh than a lake).

well divided groups to visit surrounding fields.

{KCCP) caught the weakened bird amd sent it to
ICF. Won arrived in Baraboo on Aprl 28 after
spending a month in quarantine in Hawaii, and
he will soon be paired with a young female
Japanese Crane that ICTF raised last surmomer.

Won's presence at ICF is a glowing tribute to
the concern and geneérosity of many different
individuals and organizations, Dr. Won and KCCP
caught and treated the crane, and. alerted ICF.
The Government of the Republic of Korea ap-
proved loan of the bird to ICF, and Korean Air-
lines provided free passage for Won to Honolulu,
At exiremely short notice, the U.S. Depattments
of Interior and Agriculture issued permits to allow
the crane, an endengered species, into the U.S.
We express our deepest thanks to everyone in-
volved in Won's importation, Won's future mate
extends her thanks as well. .

In other developmenis in Xorea, KCCP estab-
lished two new feeding stations for cranes, one
at Inchon, west of Seoul, and another at Im- Jin
Gak, just south of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).
40 Japanese Cranes were seen in south Korea
this winter and Dr. Won suggests that the very
severe winter was responsible for this upusually
large mumber of birds. The Purina Company of
Korea gave a welcome boost to the crane feeding
effort by domating a ton and a half of grain
to KOCP.

On a less vp-beat note, North Korean soldiers
were s¢en shooting at least four Japanese Cranes
during_the winter. One bird, shot on the 25th of
February, managed to fy to the southern gide
of the DMZ where it was caught by Dr, Woen and
his assistants. The bird had both feet severly
damaged and died six days later of gangrene.
KQCP has written letters of protest to several
international conservation organizations.

We commend KQOCP, our sister organization
in Korea, for their latest achievements in promot-
ing the conservation of rare cranes throughout
the Korean peninsula.

Muap showing Loks Hemnt in south 1 Swed:

o

Six to ten watchers stationed themselves every
morning at the southern part of the marsh and
counted all passing cranes. Walkie-talldes kept
all the  observers in constant comnmmnication to
avold counting the same birds twice,

Artiving at an estimate for the total number
of cranes visitimg Homborga was more difficult.
Every crane leaving the feeding fields or the lake
for’ the north had to be registered. Likewise,
cranes returning from the north hecause of ua-
favorable weather had to be noted in order to
avoid inaccurdcies in the final census. The be-
havier of cranes departing the area is' very charac-
teristic, Normally they begin- as separate pairs,
the couples swinging up rapidly inte the air until
théy meet and join other pairs, These flocks then
soar up &nd up into the thermals, forming columns
of birds that within eight to ten minutes reach 3
height of 700-1000 meters” (2300:3200 feet). At

_this height, their flight straightens and they glide

off to the north, almost all of them on exactly
the same compass course
Becordmg the arrival of our cranes from the
was also an important part of our study.
And by far the most difficult part. Cranes may
arrive 4t unewpected times from morning until
late: in the evening. One year we got assistance
from radar observers who called ws whenever
they detected cranes along the southern coast
of Sweden. By comparing figures for morning
counts at Lake Hornborga with counts of departing
{Continved on Page 3)

A lurc. ﬂaci of Commen Cronés tokes ll‘yht fram

- a field in Sweden. Photo by Sture Karlsson
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Qur Cranes Return . . .

(Contlnued from page 2)
cranes, we were able to deteet birds whose arrival
in our area had been missed, .

The outcome of our census was extremely
encouraging, Thanks to the numbers and en-
thusiasm of our volunteer observers, we obtained
what appeared to be very reliable figures., We
decided to repeat this large scale census every -
five years and so monitor changes in the popula-
tion size of our cranes,

Besides obtaining an accurate figure of the
number of cranes at Lake Homborga, we also
reached the following conclusions for the birds’
stop-over: .

1. Between their wintering arez in Spain and
Lake Hornborga in Sweden, our cranes apparently
stop only once, along the German coast of the
Baltic Sea. Here they rest for favorabie migrating
weather, From the German coast to Hornborga
is 450 kilometers (270 miles). This appears to be
a good distance for a one day flight, if migration
weather is acceptable. .

2. Homborga, with ar area of 25 square kilo-
meters and yet with a very shallow depth of water,
is an ideal place for cranes to roost.

3. Two big estates southwest of the marsh
have . axt fields of

Japan's ‘Mr. Zoo’ and His Dream

ROFILE

DR. TADAMICHI

KOGA

by Ken Kawata

Editer's MNote: With this issve, we are i

g o new

ciion in the Bugle called “Profile” which

will periodically introduce noteworthy per:unﬂliﬁet In the “crane world” to our recders. The first
“profile’ is writter by Ken Xowota, a notewarty personality in his own right. Ken is currantly Curator

00 ls for his hilarioys one-liners, always

of tha Tulsa Zoo in Oklal and s f
delivarad with o pafectly straight focs. -

Tadamichi Koga was my boyhood idol. As a
young student in elementary scheel, T would send
hime much fan mail because I was passionately
interested in zoos and apimals, and he was the
fatnous director of the Ueno Zoo {pronounced
WAY-no) in Tokyo. I'll mever forget the day I
received a post card from him. I was the happiest
boy in the world. Dr. Koga is a large man. When
I first met him in the summer of 1859, I felt like
a small farm boy looking up at Johr Waynel

It was my plessure and honor to work for
Dr. Koga, first as a student keeper, and later as
editor of Animals and Zoos.. To him, I owe my
present career in the zoo world, .

Tadamichi Koga was bomn in 1803, AfRter grad-
nating from the University of Tokyo College of

he took a pnsition

£ pEap

developed a new treatment using the antibiotic
Aurepsrycin. '

However, Dy, Koga's most significant work is
undoubtedly the propagation of cranes in captivity.

Japan once ruled vast areas of northeastern
Asia, the home of several rare crane species.
Japanese would capture these beautiful birds by
the dozen to exhibit in their zoos and parks, but
this practice ceased with World War IL

At the end of the war, Ueno Zoo had two pair
of Japanese Cranes and two female White-Naped
Cranes. Later, one of the Japanese Cranes was
lost in a freak accident, leaving the zoo with only
one breeding pair of cranes until 1952, when a
White-Naped male was acquired. There seemed
to be an urgent need to propagate them in the
zoo before the species died omt,

at the Ueno Zoo- and hecame Director in 1932,
He served in that capacity untl 1962, Later he
became an honorary member of the International
Union of Directors of Zoological Gardens, Now
in his seventies, he is considered Japan's “Mr,
Zoo”, the father of modemization of Japanese zoos,
a leading conservationist and author, and a TV
personality as well. _

One of Dr. Koga's remarkable achievements
is the restoration of a waterfowl sanctuary in the
midst of Tokye. Shinobazu, a pond in Ueno Zoo,
once was a part of Tokyo Bay, a paradise for
wildlife. At the end of Word War 1I, with Tokyo
in ashes and ruins, all of the birds had disappeared.

Determined to prove that man and wildlife
‘can peacefully coexist in an urban environment,
Dr. Koga released domestie. ducks and geese to
attraet their wild cousins. Years passed before a
flock of wild ducks found this pond a safe place,
but now Tokyoites can enjoy various species of
ducks by the thousands, along with herons and
cormorants, as they winter in Shinobazu Pond,

His study on penguins has also proved reward-
ing. The mortality raté of Antarctic penguins in
captivity was formerly very high because of asper-
gillosis, a killer disease. Dr. Koga enabled zoos
to reduce the mortality rate drastically when he

~Usually these species lay only one clutch of
two eggs each year, If eggs should be removed
from the nest, the hen lays a second clutch after
ten to twenty days. In zoos, the first clutch often
turns out to be infertile. Even if the chicks hatch,
they are apt to die of coccidiosis within two
months. Needless to say, the reproductive rate
of cranes in Tokyo seemed hopelessly low.

Dr. Koga decided to remove all eggs from the
nests and hatch them in an incubator for the fol-
lowing reasons: First, to stimulate fertility, as he
had discovered that later clutches had a better
chance to hateh; second, the artificially hatched
and raised young can be protected from coccidiois
with veterinary care; and thirdly, the number of
offspring can literally be multiplied by this arti-

‘fical method, which was especially important as

those crane species were endangered in the wild.

Later Dr. Koga added another species, the
Sarus Crane, to his experiment. After years of
removing eggs from crane nests, he arrived at a
record of sixteen eggs from a White-Naped Crane,
eight egps from a Japanese Crane and seven from
a Sarus Crane in one season, He thus became the
world’s pioneer in this field. -

Dr. Koga showed great foresight. Long before
other Japanese were aware of it, he talked of the

(Continued on page 4)

patatoes Here the coanes
find ample numbers of frozen potatoes that were
missed in the previous fall's harvest.

In 1970, we crane researchers learned to our
dismay that the big estates would soon stop plant-
ing potatees. These estates were owned by the
government and the potatoes were produced to
make alcohol. The government decided to con-
centrate all distillery into ore factory in southern
Sweden, and consequently would no longer plant
potatoes at Hornborga,

- While we were not worried about the cranes
themselves since these tough birds always seem
to get along, we knew that the cranes would no |
fonger concentrate in large numbers at Hornborga
and this would greatly affect our census and
study., Our appeals to the National Nature Con-
servancy Department and to the state distillery
to continue potato plantings were to no avail,
Today very little potate growing exists around
Hornborga and each year the numbers of cranes
grows less. Ten year ago the normal number was
about 8000 birds, In 1975, the figure had dropped
to 3200. Our cranes had indeed been dependent
on a spirit distillery!

Despite the setback, the censusing still goes
on and we are still collecting interesting informa-
tion on our cranes. We know now that the time-
table for migration is regulated by a combination
of inner programming and favorable weather. If
migration weather is favorable even as the cranes
arrive they may stay only a single night and depart
the next day. If, however they meet hard, wintery

ree
favorable air curents.

Migrating cranes almost always start on the
trip north between 8 o’clock and 12 o'clock in the
morning. Any later start, and the day will be
too short; cranes don't seem to emjoy migrating
at night over Sweden.

My work at Lake Hornborga lead to another
equally satisfying experience. During the winter
of 1973-74, the International Crane Foundation
contacted me asking if I would collect six eges
of our cranes for export to their Baraboo head-
quarters. From ouwr own study of four crane
families, we knew that cranes do not often raise
more than one young, though they normally lay
two eggs. We therefore collected six eggs, one
egg apiece from six nests, and flew them in a
specially insulated box to ICF, The eggs arrived
safely, all hatched, and all six chicks later gzrew
to fine adult cranes. )

When T reported this to the Swedisk National
Nature Conservancy, I received their reply: We
are happy that the eggs all hatched out properly
since we will probably never give permission to
collect the eggs of our cranes again,

I hope our cranes will render useful informa-
tion o ICF. Perhaps they will become good
breeders and one day give ws fine progeny for
further work in research and- conservation,
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Afghan Connection . . .

(Continued from page 1)
settle an  old but important guestion once
and for all.

As our jeeps approached the flock, we eould
see that it consisted of both small and large white
hirds strung out along the shallow edges of the
salt lake. We stopped the jeeps and set up our
scopes: the smaller birds were definitely egrets,
the larger — Siberian Cranes! We had found
them -- within an hour after our arrival at the
Iake! For the next few minutes we stared quitely
at the birds, stunned by our incredible good for-
tune: Ab-g-Estadza is a huge lake, and its northern
borders are criss-crossed with springs that make
even jeep travel impossible . We could have spent
days searching for these birds along the lakes
miles of shoreline; yet there they were, standing
and feeding serenely at the lake’s most accessible
noint.

To John McGough and me, finding these birds
had a greater, more personal significance. It was
a reunion. We kenw these birds — we had spent
months observing and recording every facet of
their daily lives. We knew their likes and dislikes;
we mnderstood the meaning of many of their
melodious, dlarinet-like calls; we had even named
many of them, Standing now at the edge of this
remote lake in Afghanistan, we found it difficult
to resist calling out their names in greeting.

Ab-e-Estada was actually the tail-end of a
study which hzd begun five months earlier and
seven hundred miles sovth at the Ghana Bird
Sanctuary in India. There, under the joint spon-
sorship of the World Wildlife Fund and the Inter-
pational Crane Foundation, we had continued a
three year ICF study of the Siberian Crane, the
third rarest crane in the world, and perhaps the
most endangered. These hinds, believed to number
less than 360 individuals, are found as two sepa-
rate populations, a westem population which
breeds in an unknown area of northwestern Siberia,
and winters in India; and an eastem population
which breeds in the Stherian tundra just south
of tht New Siberian Island and winters somewhere
in southern China. Though little is known of the
past numbers and distribution of this species, it
was apparently mudh more widespread and com-
mon in previous centuries. Our study, part of
ICF’s overall plan for research on endangered
species of cranes, is an atteropt to determine why
Siberian Cranes are mow so rare, and what steps
can be taken to prevenmt their imminent extinction,

One of the questions we were eager to clear
up concems the present distribution of this species
in India. Any modern work on Indian birds will
show the Siberian Crane wintering along a broad
stretch of Indian territory from the Vale of Kash-
mir in the nortlywest, through the immense Gan-
getic Plain, to the northeastern state of Bihar
Yet, despite three years of interviews with orni-
thologists, zame wardens, and government officials,
and our own attempts to locate birds within this
area, we could find no evidence that Siberian
Cranes winter anywhere but at the Ghana Bird
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. The International Crane Foundation is a;
registered, publicly.supported, non-profit or-
ganization which is dedicated to the study and
conservation of cranes throughout the world.
Saving cranes, saves earth’s vanishing wetlands.

Sanctuary near Bharatpur, Rajasthan. This meant
that the 57 cranes that John and I repeatedly
counted at their nightly roost within the sanctuary
were probably the last Siberian Cranes in western
Asla,

Still, a small matter needed clarification, Scat-
tered reports in ornithological journals fold of
Siberian Cranes at Ab-e-Estada in Afghanistan,
Most of the sightings were in the fall or spring,
and it seemed reasomable that the cranes were
using this lake as z stop-over spot on their way
to and from their nesting grounds in Siberia. But
were these crames actually the Ghana Siberian
Cranes, or were they, perhaps, another unknown
population which had somehow escaped the atten-
tion of ornithclogists? Admittedly, the latter pos-
sibility was remote, and yet tracking the crames
to Afghanistan seemed a good idez. Migratory
cranes often use an area like Ab-e-Fstada as a
staging grounds; cranes from wmany different
regions will congregate at this place in Jlarge
numbers before their final push north or south, If
Ab-e-Estada was a staging grounds, the presence
of more than 57 cranes at the lake would méan
that other aress in India or perhaps Pakistan
harbored these rare birds.

All of these things flashed through our minds
the afterncon of March 17 when we spotted the
cranes at Ab-e-Estada. Over and over we counted
the flock wading in the shallow waters of the salty
lake. Each time we arrived at the number, 56
Not only had we not gained cranes, we had some-
how, somewhere lost one of the precious few in
this population. We could only hope that this
bird had temporarily lost its way and would soon
rejoin its fellows for the trip back to the Siberian
arctic. As we were leaving Ab-e-Estada for the
ride back to Kabul, 1 locked back at the tiny
band of white cranes standing at the water’s edge,
totally dwarfed by the immensity of the lake and
the distant mountains. Never before had the plight
and tragedy of the Siberian Crane struck me with
such force; never had these birds looked seo fragile,
their hold on existence so tenuons,

‘Mr. Zoo’ Dr. Koga ...

{Continved from pags 3}
importance of propagating ware and endangered
wildlife species in captivity to save them from
extinction,

In the summer of 1980, while we were chatting
in his office, he told me of a dream project, an
“international crane center”. It would be . .some-
thing like a park, where a collection of the world’s
cranes would be kept for research and propaga-
tion, He thought the ideal location would be at
Kushiro in Hokkaido, the northernmost xainland,
in-the midst of the habitat of the Japanese Crane.
He had even suggested to local officials in Hok-
kaido the possibility of building a crane center
there,

However, looking out at the smog-laden sky
over downtown Tokyo, I had to ask myself whether
those local politicians and bureaucrats could ever
understand and share Dr. Koga's views and values,
His dream mever came true in his own country.

In 1975, six years after I left Tokyo, Dr, Koga

- and I had a reunion in Chicage and then dreve

to Baraboo to attend the first International Cramne
‘Workshop at the International Crane Foundation.

The #rip stirred up many memories, and as we
toured ICF I wondered what was going through
Dr. Koga's mind. His dream had finally come
true in Wisconsin, home of the Sandhill Crane,
and thousands of miles from Kushiro, across the
Pacific Ocean.

But I said to myself, “After all, what difference
doesP the place make as long as the dream comes
tn]e 1]
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