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There A Chick . . .

1

_I‘CF- Hatches A Banner Batch Of Rare Cranes

A sound'resemib!ing a chorus of high pitched crickets oceasionally swells over ICF
headquarters these days. A job for the Orkin man? Heavens nol It's the beautiful
sound of young crane chicks begging for attention.

Our “cricket calls” began on June 4th, when ICF hatched “Pookie,” a Hooded

Crane; and quickly increased in volume as fourteen other crane chicks hatched in
ICF incubators. All told, we produced five different species of cranes this summer:
Demoiselle, Sandhill, Japanese, White-naped, and Hooded cranes.

Pookie, besides being the first chick of 1976, is a_very exceptional bird. He (or

i she) may be the first Hooded Crane ever hatched in captivity. And Pookie has com-

pany. “Sim,” a second Hooded Crane, scratched out of an egg two days after Pookie,

thereby boosting the population of the endangered Hooded Crane species by another

individual.

(Pockie, by the way, is named after Yuri
Pukinskii, 2 Russian -ornithologist who discovered
the first Hooded Crane nest-in Siberia last spring.)

But ICF’s most impressive achievement this
summer was the production of five Japanese
Cranes, offspring of WCFs ne.wlydweds Lulu and
Yukio-Ueno, As we reported in the spring Bugle,
TUeno is a male Japanese Crane that was generously
loaned to ICF last March by Tokye's Usno Zoo.
After some initia]l friction, Lulu and Ueno have
adjusted very well to each other as evidenced by
their five offspring: Sauwaka Yurm, Misjina,
Turen, and Furen.

Our success with the Whitenaped Crane
another endangered species from Siberia, was
slightly less spectacular. Despite a carton of sEgs
and good semen’production from 1CF’s two pairs
of Whitenapes, we managed to produce only one
chick this year named Charlie. Charlie, like Tssac
of the biblical story of Abraham and Sarah, repre-
sents the first offspring of Casey and Granny, the

shipped. This fourth chick, named Al,

oldest eranes at IOF., Divine prowdenoe in thic
case, however, received assistance through art-
ficial insemination. Our heartiest congratunlations
to Casey and Granny, anyhowl

Our large sandhill Hlock grew by five this
summer. Unlike the exotic cranes previously
mentioned, these five native Americans were
brought in as eggs from other places. Twa are
Floridz Sandhills (subspecies pratensis} from Pa-
tuxent, and the other three were sent to ICF by
Cheryl Boise, a graduate student studying cranes
in Alaska. Originally Cheryl planned to send
four eggs, but one hatched hefore they could be
has now
joined Christopher, Osa, and Tutakoke at ICF.

Our special thanks go to the following

zoos and individuals who provided ICF with-

cranes that produced chicks this year: Busch
Gardens of Tampa, Honolulu Zoo, San Diezo
Wild Animal Park, San Diego Zoo, Danny South~
wick, and the Ueno Zoo.

Saywaka, the first of five Jopuness Cranes hoiched
at ICF in 1974, Sovwoka is less thon
24 hours old in this phote.

MILE-
STONES.

Wﬁao er Update

For three weeks this summer, the number
of Whooping Cranes in the world topped 100
individuals. This number has never heer equaled
in the approximately 40 years that accurate cen-
susing has been conducted on this exizemely rare
crane. Although biclogists expect a drop in  num-

bers by early winter due to chick mortality, this
year's a milestone in the long battle to save
America’s most famous bird.

The reason for the large number of Whoopers
this vear stems from three programs underway
between the U. 8. and Canadian governments.
First, a regirnen of strict protection is afforded the
wild Whoopers on their breeding and wintering

‘grounds. Both governments provide periodie heli-

copter and airplane surveillance of the Whooper

population at Wood Buffalo Park in northern Al

berta during the summer, and at Aransas Wildlife

Refuge in southeastern Texas during the winter,

This constant vigilance minimizes unforseen ddn-
) (Continved on page 2)



Tex, 1CF's anly female Whooping Crane, strikes an
elegant pose shonly after her arrival in
. .. _Baraboo in April, 1976.
Phote by Ron Broyer

MILESTONES . . .
Whooper Update . . .

- {Continued from page 1}

gers to the wild flock, In the spring of 1974, fawl
cholera broke out along the Platte River in Ne-
braska -where -the Whoopers oceasionally stop on
their northward migration, Biologists of the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service chased off the handfisl
of Whoopezs that stopped on the Platte that spring
and quite possitly prevented this disease from
spreading into the Whooper ‘population. This kind
of protection has produced a slow rise in the
pumbers of wild Whoopers from a low of 15 birds
in the early 1940%, to 47 Whoopers last winter.
This summer, Canadian wildlife biologists report
‘12 young cranes at Wood Buffalo Park, indicat-
ing that 1976 was a very successful breeding
season. Only time will  tell how many. of these
youngsters will survive the 2500 mile migration
to Aransas, Texas this fall. o

A second Whooper program began in the late
196(0°s st the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
in Laurel, Marylacd. By taking one egg from wild
Whooper nests containing two eggs, ‘scientists
produced a flock -of approxdimately 20 Whoopers
at the Maryland facility. These birds have re-
‘cently begun to reproduce.” Last spring a first
Whooper chick, “Dawn,” began a second genera-
tion of Whoopers at Patuxent, but later died of
congenifal defects. This year, a second chick
hatched, “Blue-5," and, despite initial leg prob-
]enlz.ls'?if_ld‘h"slew_sta__r_t_, is still alive and growing
wel C -

.-Fi_na]IY, a third project beg_{;r-l_;&"Grky’s T-ake, . .

‘Idahe in the spring of 1975. 14 eggs from wild
Whoopers at Wood Buffalo Park- were taken to

“a‘large wildlife refuge in southeastern Idaho and

placed .in the nests of wild Sandhill Cranies. The
wild Sandhills. detected ne difference betwedn

Whooper eggs and their own, and subsequently’

hatched out and reared four Whooper chicks.
These four birds are still alive and well and are
currently scattered over Montana, Idgho, and Utah.
“This spring, 15 more Whooper eggs were flown to
Gray’s Lake from Wood Buffale Park, and . two
eggs were added to these from Patuxent Whoopers.
Of these 17 eggs, nine hatched and five chicks are
still liveing with their Sandhill parents, according
to cutrent information. . -
Today, thres fronts, Wood Buffalo-Ardnsas,
Patuxent, and Gray’s Lake, exist in ‘the fight to

make the world isafe for Whoopers, and alt three

ure showing increasing sucoess. We at ICF have
high hopes of opening a fourth front with our
two Whoopers, Tex,and Tony. Some day offspring
from Tex and Tony may be used to reestablish
2 population of Whoopers in Louisiana, similar to
the one which /disappeared in the 1940s.

.
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Whooping Crane Cbnsehat'i'on ASS.

. by Loren Scott

Loren Scoft is the Canadiaon representative of the Whooping Crane Con

=kt

rvation A

Since the turn of the century the Whooping Crane has bordered on the 'brink - of
extinction. In 1941 their numbers reached an all-time low of only 15 birds. This spring
the Whooper population increased to 84, which may be the greatest number attained

.. during .the last 75 years.

Intérest and concern for the vanishing Whooping Crane has been evident for nearly

along with their eggs and ybung.

In 1822, the last known nesting site in

; 300 years In fact, in the late 1800's scientists realizing that there were few Whooping
- Crane 'specimens in museums, went out and collected some of the last remaining birds,

Saskatchewan was located near Kerrobert.

Despite several searches by land and air, the Whooping Crane’s nesting grounds re-
mained hidden in Canada’s vast wilderness for the next 30 years. | g .
Meanwhile, the great white cranes returned each fall to a small piece of land on
the Gulf of Mexico. As public concern grew, a wintering range, the Aransas National
Wildlife Refuge, wag established in 1937 to help protect the Whooping Crane. Since
the establishment of the refuge, an annual census of the Whooping Crane population

at Aransas has been recorded.

In 1954, a fire-fighting crew flying over
Wood PBuffalo National Park in the Northwest
Territories happened upen a pair of Whooping
Cranes with a chick, Thus ended the long and
frustrating search for their nesting ground.

Individuals cobcerned about the plight of
the Whooping Crane had been corresponding for
2 number of years, and working towards the

. common goal of preventing this magnificant bird

from fading inte oblivion. _‘ .
In 1961, a handful of Whooping Crane en-

thosiasts met in Tucson, Arizopa, and officially

established the Whooping Crane Conservation
Association,

The objectives of the Whooping Crane Con-
servation- Association are: (1) to prevent the ex~
tinction of the Whooping Crane; (2) to establish
and maintain a captive mapagemert program for
the perpetuation of the species; (3) to promote
greater harmony and unity of purpose among all
organizations, institutions, and: agenties working
toward the protection, conservation, and produc-
tion of this endangered bird; and (£} to collect
and disseminate knowledge of this species to
advocate and encourage public appreciation and
understanding of the Whooping Crane’s educa-
tional, scientific, aesthetic, and economic values.

W.C.C.A. is a non-profit association classified
as an educational and scientific organization. - Most
of the funds are used for postage and printing to
inform the public about Whooping Cranes. Officers
and members attend meetings and forwms at their
OWN EXpense. .

The. Association publishes a quarterly news-
letter “GRUS AMERICANA,” and special reports
and bulletins. -

Since 1963, meetings have been held annn-
ally to offer an opportunity to all interested
organizations, agencies and individuals to get to-
gether and disouss Whooping Crane management.

* One of the initial objectives of the. Whooping

Crane Conservation Association was to establish

and maintain a captive flock of these birds.
Despite the fact that Whooping Cranes nearly
-always lay two eggs, they very seldom raise two
young, - Invariably, the stronger and more aggres-
sive -of the two chicks kills or drives the weaker

_sibling away from the parent birds, where it soon

becomes lost and perishes.

Fred Bard and other charter membess of the
Association saw an opportunity to capitalize on
this unfortunste chatracteristic of Whooping Crane
behavior. Because one egg in each Whooper nest
is virtually wasted, they recommended to the
governments of the United States and Canada
that one egg be removed from each nest in the
wild and hatohed artificially in captivity. ‘

. ‘This recommendation met considerable oppo-
sition from many individuals end organjzations.
However, after several years of continuous pres-
sure and explanation of the captive Whooping

Crane program, the egg pick-up program was
initiated in 1967 by the two governments. Today,
as 2 resutt of the program, there are 20 Whooping
Cranes at the Patuxent Wildlife Research Centre
in Maryland. : '

Because Whooping Cranes do not breed in
the wild until five to seven years old, one must
have patience with the captive Whooper flock:
Last year a major milestone was achieved at
Patuxent, when one pair of Wheoping Cranes pro-
duced three eggs. Ome egg hatched but the -
chick died several days later. .

Another management program instgated by
the Whooping Crane Conservation Association’ was
to establish a second wild flock of Whoopers by
placing eggs in the nests of Sandhill Cranes, which

‘would hatch and raise the Whooper chicks as if

they were their own progeny. :

Rod Drewien, 2 biologist at the Gray’s Lake
National Wildlife Refuge in Idaho, had heen
studying the behavior and movement of a Sand-
hill Crane population for several years. The egg
transplant program was initiated-in 1975, A tofal
of 14 whooping crane eggs were collected from
nests in Wood Buffalo Natiorial Park and flown
to Idaho, where they were placed in selected
Sandhill Crane nests.

Nine eggs hatched and six young were fledged
by early September. Four of the young were
ohserved in New Mexico throughout much of the
winter. The remaining two young have not been
sighted since the 1975 fall migration.

The removal of one Whooping Crane egg
from each nest in Wood Buffalo has not retarded
production in the wild. Ironically, more young
were raised in the wild during the years when egg
pick-up were conducted. Eggs. were not picked
wp during 1978 and 1974 and the wild flock only
produced two young each year. In 1975, when
14 eggs were collected, a total of eight young
arrived at- Aransas. i

The Whooping Crane Conservation Associa-
tion - will continue to work with conservation-
organizations and government agemcies in the
uncessing struggle to save North America’s tallest
bird from, extinetion. -

Probably. no other hird has ever made such
a remarkable tecovery aftér their numbers had
dwindled to a precarious low of 15 individuels.
Each year this endangered species: receives more -
end more attention from the interested public.
The man on the street, the lady in the super-
market afid the child in school have all heard
about the Whooping Crane and they are all pulling
for the continued survival of this great white
bird,” which they hdve only seen in newspaper

- pictures, Annually people from across two nations
.eagerly await the final vear-end tally of Whooping

Cranes, . C
The: Whooping Crane which almost seems to
defy extinction has become a symbol of conserva-
(Continved on page 4}



Abeive: Todd Tentow divcevers the Hiny world of o gone chick, This ok & "Pockis,"
wha fust Wooded Crane avar Retched In capaielly,
Photo by Lucilla Thammzon

Right: John Beldwin, o grodunte viudent a3 dhe Unbesosbly of ‘Wheoneis, fgker soha
an Ha waight of Yumi. & youeg lepanma Crane.

Azves ‘Whisanoped Crane Chicke — Perdl gkwich by Dlone Plecce

Lalfi: Terry Sunle, IEFs new Public AFoirs Coordissios, b hes baie polled by o yourg
Lanar ZardBill Crara.

Balow: Barkern Eroem, a groduate sludeat from Qhble Siate, end Joke Boldein gise
a Faung Leider Sandhill Crane o Both-on g lowne o ICF,
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MEMBERSHIF CONTRIBUTIONS

H. C. Ahrnsbrak, Mrs, Hareld 5. Allen, Richard V.
Earnes, Tom Bartell, Noal Backer, Alan J. Bennett,
8 *s ‘Mathine Shop, Kathl A: Bieni Judith A,
Black. Michael H. Bodden, Mr. and Mrs, Walter Borges,
Mrs. Genevieva Brock, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Brown,
Mr. ‘and Mrs, George Burkhardt.

Emily B. Campbefl, Mr. and Mrs. John Canfield,
Judith 5. Cholker, Mr. and Mrs, Glenn Chamblias, Laird
C. Cleaver, Crandon Park Zoo, Mrs. George Croft,
Mrs. C. F. Curtiss, Paul G. Denis, Mr, and Mrs, Vara De
Yeult, Rongld T. Devey, Mr. and Mrs. Da Dinh log, Dave
Duszynski, Lovise H. Elser, Harold A. Engel, Hugh Evans.

Robert E. Fishweg, Anncbelle Field, Lesle Fischer,
Warren L. Flock, Fort Wayne Zoological Sociaty, inc.,

Dr. Carl A. Fosmark, Mary E. Garland, Ketharipe -

Graen, laurentine 5. Graene, Guy A Greanwell, Mr.
and M. John Gresnwood, Mr. and Mrs. Owen Gromme,
Jumes E. Grootemoct, Carol Hinds, Derothy Hoines,
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Hausmann, Kyali Imai, .

" Jegnnatte C. Jordon, Mr. and Mrs, Clarence Jung,
Frad Kelsey, Mr. ond Mrs. Charles Kjos, Kris Knuack,
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Koenig, Morma J. Kolthoff, Sol
Kornvan, James H. legner, Lenie Limoni, Fredarick R.
luedke, Madison Auduben Sociefy, Bryant Mathar,
Robert J, MeMorris, Charles Mertz, Betty Meyer, Emma
P. Mills, M. Moll, Thelma M. Moss, Mildred Myers. '

Clarence E. Mapper, Mr. and Mrs, Norhart Blavid,
Nopaming "Audubon Society, Malven L. Olson, Lucille
Oston, Elsanor F. Parson, Priseills Parson, Ann Peckham,

L. H. Ploetz, Pragressive Insurance Co., Barbara Retlich,

Mr. and Mrs, - William A. Ross, Alan M. Ruppelt, Con-
dyce Ruppelt, Jung Seed, Chorles Seveik, Shedd Aquari-
um Sociaty, Walter B, Smalley, Ponald B. Smith, Linda
Smith, John C, Stedman, Steenbock Memorial Llibrary,
Mrs. Henry §. Sterling, Janat Stockhausen, Teby Styles

Mr. and Mrs. ¥. A, Teply, Mr. and Mrs, John Themp-
son, J. A. von der ¥Yen, Beverly Yaninger, Pamela 1.
Wicksal, Patricia €. Wilmeth, levi Woed, Fred J. Iee-
hendalaar,

MEMORIALS

Dr. lohn P. Lehaugh, John and JoNelle Marguardt,
Georgs and Jonet McArthur, Mr. and Mrs. E. X. McMevin,
D. LM Allen Pasch Caral Sorg, Robert and
Rita Steffes.

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Mrs. William Simmons, Mrs. Lillian #..Lodg

Washmgton\ﬁmh .School
Becomes Life Member -

By collecting tons 'of: newspapers, instituting
“dollar clubs,” and enlisting the support of stu-
dents and facultj‘( of .their school, the advanced
biolegy class of Germantown’s Washington High
School under the direction of ins?ﬁ'uctor Chuck
Ritzenthaler raised over $1,000.00'for the Imter-
pational Crane Foundation. .

In 2 letter to ICF, Chuck and his studenis
explained how the .idea originally started as a
joke after a class collection for the ¢rane cause
failéd to ralse even a dollar. The class then set

- a goal-of $1,000.00, but few believed that even
© 25,00 could be raised. .

- After a slow start, the initiation of “dollar
clubs” at the school started to net larger and
larger amounts of money, Finally, over 350 stu-
dents at Washington High School joined the
project and $500.00- was raised, The fund raising
ther stalled at little over $500.00. Then someone
‘suggested a paper drive. The response from the
community was tremendous. 1% tons of paper
were collected by the Washington students and
the proceeds and further pledges by Germantown
citizens pushed the total over $1,000.00.

Washington High School is justifiably proud

of their'\msxﬁrﬂjshment and challenges' other’
high schools to match their donation. We at ICF
are deeply grateful to Chuck, his students ani
the faculty and student bodies at Whshington

.‘High School for their igenerosity. We join their

challenge to Wisconsin’s High Schools: WHO
CAN MATCH WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL?

Whooper Conservation Ass,

(Continued fram page 2) i
tion not only in North America but around the
world.

All members of the Whooping Crane Conser-
valion Association receive the quarterly news-
letter “GRUS AMERICANA” and other special
bulleting as printed. . .

Membership fees are : Regular $5.00; Sus-
taining $25.00; and, Life $100.00. .

Membership dues and inquiries for further
information should be directed to: -

Jerome Pratt, Secretary-Treasurer,
Whooping Crane Conservation Association
3000 Meadowlark Drive .
Sierra Vista, Arimona, U. S, A, 85835

OR
Loren Scott, Canadian Councii, W.C.C. A,
Box 995, Indian Head, Saskatchewan,

Carada, SOG 2KO

Weazhi
¥¥

Mel Kormen Boehike, Chuck Rit

The International Crane Foundation is a
registered, publicly-supported, non-profit or-
ganization which is dedicated to the study and
coniservation of cranes throughout the world.
In its organizational charter, the International
Crane Foundation sets forth its five prineipal
goals: ) :

1. Research—to determine the biclogical
attributes and requirements of cranes both in
the wild and in captivity.

2, Conservation—to protect cranes. and
their habitats throughout the world. :

3. Captive Propagation—to establish a
species bank of rare crames to geard against
extinction,

4. Restocking—to reestablish cranes within
former habitat wherever feasible

5. Education—to act as a disseminator of

world.

International Crane Foundation

World Center for the Study and Preservation of Cranes

gten High Schocl studants praient a cheek for $1000.00 to Ron Souvey, a directer of ICF. Left
te right; Sharen Schmidt, Ron Scvay, Sheri Pavelski, Dale Fritz, Cheryl Straichar, Grata Gleisnar, John
thaler, Jeff Brown, Lynne Wirth and Debbie Pisrce. Mot picturad
ore Gigi Keller, Sue Homilten, Marty Zirgibel, and Dennis Zusy.

information on cranes to the people of the

Phota by Terry Jerusis Boroboo Mew Republic

The International Crane Foundation .cur-
rently holds the world’s most complete eollee-
Hon of captive cranes. These birds are used
as breeding stock and as subjects for behavioral
and physiological research. Tours of the Crane
Foundation ‘are welcomed but only on an ap-
pointment basis, Tovrs can be scheduled from
May 15 until Nov. 15. Saturdays are the best
days, but alternate days can be specially ar-
ranged on occasion. For more information,
contact the International Crane Foundation in
Baraboo, Wisconsin,

The International Crane Foundation is
completely supported by public donations.
Memberships ir the Foundation are the usuzal
way of contributing to the organization, In-
formation on memberships, bequests, and al-
ternate ways of dorating funds to the Crane
Foundation can be obtained by writing directly
to the Internationgl Crane Foundation, City
View Road, Baraboo, Wisconsin 53813 or
telephone: 608-356-3553. ‘
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