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| . Fouture Continuved s
F E A T U R E v . ride t}n,o.ugh ﬁ;e gates of the COmpO_‘und,
. j“ I i I'l L.I: 'F a spotted owlet chatters a farewell from
One orn'“g in t e i@ Or a its perch on the small outbuilding, .

The tall dark trees looming ov]t:rghthe fmtig
L2 . . : : lock especially sinster in the gray light o
Siberlan Crane ResearCher ‘waning moon. As I cycle along I consider that

__ a tiger wonld do_well to wait for breakfast along

The outhor, an ICF Direclor and resewrchar, is currently conducting doctoral studies on the this road. Wild eatile oftén wander out ofthe

Siberion Creme in Indiw. The next Brolge Bugla will have o story ubout his wark and ICF's forest and stroll down these roads at night and

role in preserving this crane. ' . of course people . . . o

by Ren Sovey - e o e st the Tt sger. hoe

ahaxaja < aratpur she 1] er

it is cold, dark, and 5 a.m.  Fve managed to silence the alarm clock beside over 20 years agol” For the next hundred meters

my cot, and for & moment I debate whether this initial victory over the elements of road I try to recall exglr_:ﬁly what E:Erﬁf S&:l-

is sufficient for the momning and I should return to my dreams to await a ler mentions in his book The Tiger and the Deer

: p . abount the incidence of man-eating tigers in India,

more decent hour to greet this day. Suddenly the call of a pair of Sarus Cranes “Sll” imtrudes my less Tational side, “the dis-

shatters the stillness and I'm reminded, appropriately, of my duties here in triot forest officer did say that a tiger was seen

- India. The down sleeping bag gets a reluctant shove with a bare foot and I recently only 12 miles from here, and a tiger

" grab quickly for my clothes in the 40° dagkné}s.;.. A few :)if the %ahrze ran-girj :32%3 easlly cover that distance in & single
are already up, and I can hear them outside shivering and grumbling arou - . .

the small firo which cooks heir breakfast of Chi and Chipaitis, As T emerge o Of couse this lst thought is an unfortunate

from my tiny bamboo cabin, I glance up to see a half moon shining brightly in siderations shrink among the shadows of the great

starry Indian sky — a promise of fair weather for this day. In the kitchen 2 trees and the question of whether there is o tger

sweeper is alréady raising dust with his home-make hand broom but he takes in the sanctuary is superfluous. The matter now

the time to wheel out the “Sahib’s” bicycle from the storeroom in back. I smile under corsideration. is' whether a tiger can run

a’ tharik-you, attach my ’scope, tape recorder, binoculars, tripod, and other fas‘gf thﬁ 2 bfh?sy'ﬂ:ngﬂ;f}tb’l;g irasoﬁe%eﬁa]gpa ver

paraphernalia 4o the rear of the cycle. and push off into the “jungle,” which is O erense oy sheod. As 1gppr1:mh the larger

what the locals call the forests surrounding the government Rest House. As I sections of shadowed road I brace. myself for the

inevitable rush. There is only one hope. 1 must
reach the marsh where the forest -ends. No
chance for an ambush there, I pedal faster. I
hecome Ichsbod S. Crane (5. for Siberian) speed-

Feciure Continued on Page Throe

WINTER COUNT of RARE
- "CRANES COMPLETED - -

Cranes migrate to traditional wintering areas
each autumn where they are easily counted. -

This Precember 49 Whooping Cranes {3 young
included) returned 2700 miles from northern Can-
adian breeding grounds to the Aransas National
wildlife Refuge in southern Texas. This is the
same as last year’s count,

Siberian Cranes wintering on the Bharatpur
Bird Sanctuary near Agra, India, number 63 birds
{6 young included). See feature article.

283 Manchurian Cranes (31 young included}
congregated at 26 feeding stations in southeastern
- Hokkaido, Japan. This is up 28 from the 1973
count of 230, Three Manchurians are also winter-
ing on Honshn Istand for the first time in decades.
Forty-one Manchurians were located in South
Eorea.

- White Naped Cranes are declining in south-
ernt Japan, This year only 800 birds showed wp
at the Areseki Feeding Station — down from a
high of 450 in 1972. About 1500 White Napeds
were located in South Korea, of which 300 were

"NEWS OF THE WORLD'S LEAST KNOWN
After an’ exhaustive correspondence survey
-of all imaginable contacts. in eointiies bordering
‘Tibet and inside Tibet, L.C.F. has unearthed
recent’ information on the top-of-the-world crane,
Grus nigricollis, the Black-Necked Crane:
: An Indian ornithologist, B. Biswas saw
15.17 birds 'in. northern valley of Bhuten. - Mr.
‘John Day reported - similar flocks in northern
Nepal, Missionary Robert Morss, now exiled from
Burma and living in Thailand, writes. that his
friends in northern Burma still see Black-Necks
wintering along forest streams. And researchers
in North Vietnam claim that since the cessation
of U.5. bombing of their eountry the Black-Necks
have returned as winter visitors. . o
The species breeds across the desclate Tibet-
an plateau and into other neighboting western

provinces of China. From officials of Tokyo's Black-Necked Cranes af Peking Zoo believed to be birds en route for Areseki.

VUeno Zoo we learned that the Peking and Shang- " " The Hooded Crines are still increasing. This
“hai zoos have 2 ang § Black-Necks respectively — year they topped the 3000 mark at the Arveseki
the only known captive specimens, by S. Nakagowa Feeding Stetion in Kyushu, Japan. This is a re-

More Milestones on Page Three markable recovery from a low of 250 in 1947,
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Many readers of the Buple have asked for a
brief account of when and how LC.F, hatched.

“From 1868 to 1971 LOF. director - George -

Archibald, a Nova Scotian, conducted a- doctoral
study on the comparaﬂve behavior of cranes at
the Comell Laboratory of Ornithology. He collect-
ed some 50 cranes from zoos and studied their
‘commumication systems In large confines at Cor-
nell. In autumn, 1971, Ron Sauey from Wisconsin
migrated east fo stm:ly birds at Cornell. Simultan-
epusly Arvchibald was terminating his doctoral
program and issuing birds back to the zoos. The
two met, They exchanged theoughts on the es-

tablishment of = permarient ~center "t GOnsEIvE

and :study the  maguificent cranes, Avchibald
commented that it was a dream to even consider
siich an idea. Not only are cranes extremely rare
and valuable but they are politically sensitive
topics, so that a coordinated international . ap-
proach to their conservaton might require another
branch-of the UN.

- Ron mentioned that his father had just vacated
2 ‘horse raneh in Wisconsin, All the Arabians were
moved te Florida becanse the Wisconsin winters
were to0 long, En route to Japan on a-New York
Zoological Socicty appointment to study Man-
churian Cranes, Archibald met Sauey on the
Baraboo ranch, One walk around the land and

< €
F. BEGAN |

an evemng dlscusszon with Norman Sauey had
Ron and George dedicating their lives to the
creation and growth of LC.F.

Plars were rapidly dravwn up for the convérsion

of the equine facilities to more “gruidy” ones.
While Archibald was in Japan, Sauey supervised
the molt of the Nodorama Arabian Ranch to the
International Crage Fonndation, In Janvary 1973
Archibald retimed from the Far East and wrote
American zoos for the loan of rare cranes to
LCF, That year was the year of the immigyation
of cranes to central Wisconsin. And from there
LC.F: has bloonied.

The bitth. of LC.F, would not have been pos-...

sible were it not for the generosity of Néorman

. Bauney, First the use of his ranch, second & finan-

cial boost to remodel the place, third for his
comtinuing patience with the world’s largest ool
lection of cranes — and crane freaks.

in July 18973 LCF. officially obtained a tax-
exempt status from the Imternal Revenue Service
and since then haz been entively dependent on
public donations for survival. It is now up to you,
the concerned citizens of the world, to assure the
continzance of an erganization dedicated to the
preservation of these magnificent treasures whose
right to share this green planet with Home sapiens
is as profound as our right o breathe the same air.

. C. F. OPENS OFFICE IN JAPAN

Bineé January 1979 LC.F, has- been clogely. con-
nected with crane research and consexvation in
Japun. - That" year Geofge Archibald, Hiroyuki
Masatoml, and Kitagawa Tamski, conducted the
first air- survey of the . breedmg population’ - of
Matichnrian Cranes in Fokkaido and conclusively
‘demonsirated the popular winter populaton  [a
tourist speotacle at artificial feeding stations) did
not ‘migrate from Japan for breeding, Previously
the Japanese believed that most of the cranes re-
.produced outside. of Japan on the Russian islands
4and on.the maicland. Of the 52 pairs located on

-territories in the 1972 survey, all but-three pairs-

were on unprotected grounds, And these grounds
were being ruthlessly developed.

Archibald then conducted a national campaign
which was instramental in stimunlating government
actlon to save Hokkaide marshlands.

Singe then I.C‘F. has mamtamed close contact
with the Japanese. LCF. publications have appear-
ed in Japanese journals and magazines. LC.F, has
also heen contacting Tokye business giants regard-
ing the purchase, and thus private protecton of
crane breeding habitats. After his recent field
study in Korea, Archibald returned tc Japan for
a brief visit. A friend of his, Mrs, Yumi Goto, a
retired official of the American Embassy in Tokyo,
consented to’ Yoluateer as head of a Japan LCF.

_office and two popular nature magazines consent-

ed to publish I.C.F. membership ads. LCF. ex-

presses: deep - thenks to Mré. Goto. Hopefully the .
Brolga. Bugle will now: carry, the forein crane

news 40 an expanding Japanese membership. We
also wish to encourage our Japan inembers - to
keep the Bugle pusted ‘on erane happemngs in the
Orient,.

OWEN GROMME’S LATEST MASTERPIECE Joe

. ‘Owén Gromme, heralded by Roger Tory
Peterson as the Worlds greatest artist of Bald
Eagle, Sharp-tailed Grouse and Prairie Chickens,

:is"a neighbor and a great supporter of the I.GF. -

ICF esteems him the greatest painter of cranes.
‘Curator’ Emeritus of the Milwankee Public Mu-
senmy; Owen and his wife Anne now reside near
~Briggsville, Wisconsin, But Owen has by no means
Tetired. In fact, at age 78, he is producing more
and better oils than ever before.

" Owen, a member of ICF Board of Advisors,
has been close to ICF since the foundation was
conceived i 1972, That year he produced the
largest oil painting he ever created — Whooping
Cranes “Salute to the Dawn” of which ICF life
members receive a 19% x 8%% inch print, After
‘George Archibald’s return from the Orient in
1978 wyith stories of Japanese Sacred Cranes in

s'p.eéi'es as “the most bedutiful crane.”

_t‘he skies over Japan, and when four of these

great black and white cranes established residence
in Baraboo, Owen was inspired by the bheauty

and majesty of the spemes and hé ereated “Sacred

Cranies 'Oweér Hokkaido” of whlch prmts are avaJ.l~
able ‘to ‘ICF contributors.”

But 1974 was ‘the year of the Whlte-Naped
Cranes. . Owen tefers -to this elegant Clinese
His canvas
is certalnly a tribute ‘to that respect. Owen fea-
tures six White-Naged Cranes spiraling npward
between billowing -eumutons clouds. Soon they
will -reach thé high alttude thermals to carry
them on their annual migration,

ICF extends deep appreciation to a dear
friend and a great artist for brushing the crane
story not only onto canvas but into ‘the minds of
thousands of admiress.

Picture on Page 4

- LC.F. _)pSTS WORKSHOP

September 8 to 6 the International Crane Foun-

. dation will host an International Crane Workshop

of crane researchers from the world over. Fore-
most scientists from U.5.8.R,, Karea, Japan, South
Africa, and East Germany plus many other coun-
tries will attend. The conference is being jointly
hosted by the International Crane Foundaticn
and the Sandhill Crane Committee of North
America,

For four days participants will have a c_hanée
to present sclentific papers, abserve various crane
projects underway at LC.F, headquarters and in
the field near Baraboo, Of particular value will
be a demonsiration of radio telemetry and capture
and marking the local wild Wisconsin Sandhill

* Cranes,

Research is the basis on which sound conser'—
vation progiams are established. Communication
among the world’s crane researchers at the 1975
Internatonal Crane Workshop' at T.CF. will
greatly aid each scientist’s vesearch program in
our common interest to. save the cranes,

FEDERAL TAX LAW ENCOURAGES
CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS

by Forrest Horfinaiin — .

The inception early .this century of our

" Federal tax laws encourages rather than curbs

the generosity of Americens. Under these laws,
the government stimumlates private voluntary sup-
port by granting tax deductions to those who
give to schools, churches, hospitals and other
public supported charities. As the following para-
graphs indicate our Federal income, gift and
estele fax laws greatly encourage charltable con-
trlbutions

- Income Tax A donnr gets a charitable con-
tribution deduction on his or her Federal ineoms
tax refurn for gifts to a charitable institution.
The deduction reduces the actual cost of the gift.
The out-of—pocket—cost is the amount of the gift
minns the tax savings,

The Gift Tax. Many lifetime pifts to family
members and others are subject to the - Federal
gift tax (rates vary from 2% per cent to 573
per cent). But charitable gifis are completely
cxempt from gift tax,

The Estate Tax. The Federal government
taxes (after ‘deductions and the “$60,000.00 ex-
amption) wealth passing to another at death,
The rates can go as high as 77 per cent. How-
ever, there is an unlimited estate tax deduction
for charitable gifts to a ocharitable institution.
Thus, there will be no estate tax no matter
how large the gift Charitable gifts, hoth those
made during lifetime and by Will, are excluded
from a donor’s taxabls -estate. — - RPN

B The International Crane Foundation . . .

{ A nonprofit organization dedicated to §
[ prescrvation of crapes. I C. F. promotes a |
® fivepoint conservation program:

i Research . B

. both in the field and at the foundation .
headquarters to determine what is essential [

R for the survival of each species. .
| Habita: conservation . . , 3

. to ‘preserve the most crueial link to §

B the crane’s survival in nature. i

§ Breeding . :

. of caphve cranes, to maintain a species
) bank of the threatened cranes in case the §
¥ wild populations become extinet,

Bestocking . . .
. after preservation of an area is assured, [
restockmg from the captive flock may be a
4 possibility. '
Public education . , . . -
. 8o that the people who stfll share their. §
Jand with cranes cen know what is needed
“if the eranes are to survive,. .



Feature Continued s . -

" ing to gain the safety of the old covered bridge.
Think God! In the distance I see the forest
giving way to marsh — the tiger must spring nowl

. The moonlight becomes brighter as I enter
the marsh and the air feels damp, “A brisk early
morning xide must be good for the circulation,”
I remark to myself, A paddy heron squawks
affirmatively. It is 6:05 but still dark, when I ar-
rive at the jheel where the majority of the Sberian
Cranes feed in the morning hours. The moon
bas sinee disappeared under a cloud bank and
in the dim lizht only the dark machan (“blind”
in Hindi} is visible in the great expanse of marsh
before me. Drops of dew cling te the powdery
dust at the road’s edge but they vaporize as I
shuffle around preparing for the 100 m walk to
the mackan, All the equipment gets shoved into
a canvas bag and I stvip off my long pants to &
pair of denim: shorts. I look once over my
shoulder to the east and see that a dull red glow
skirts the horizon. I mmst hurry now. With a
deep breath I step off the dike and into the dark,
‘eold water. The marsh is thick with rushes and
paddy weeds and as I move deeper into the water

these plants clutch and grab at my bare legs.

_These lower extremities numb quickly, however,

and soon I become aware only of a mechanical
fricion of the vegetation against my legs. The
‘moon emerges once again and I see the machan
clearly about 50 m further west.

When I reach the machan I heave the equip-
ment up onto the raised platform: inside and then
boost myself up. I quickly change my pants, dry
my legs, and try to rub some feeling back into
them. The machan consists of a small table sux-
rounded by a bamboo framework and draped
with great mounds of vegetation. It iz not an
architectural mavvel but it is snug and dry in-
side — a tiny island in a ssa of marsh grass. I
glance again to the east. The dull red glow has
‘become a deep red stain, “Gruk-Gruk-Gruk-Gruk
Gruk-Gruk,” interjects a Dusky Eagle owl. I pull
up my legs under my chin and await the dawn,

In a few minutes I peer through one of the
peep holes in the machan and see ghostly white
shapes dancing in the grayish light. The egrets
have begun their day and several are settling old
border disputes. The ballet continues as the
sun emnerges red and swollen over the horizon
‘and gold light floods the marsh. There s an
air of expectancy over everything — the cre-
~scendo__of _noises. is. heralding some event  And

-then T hear them ‘Mﬁﬁk, Kﬁ-wank, Ku-wank

: .+ ” The Siberian Cranes are- arriving, The

" clarinet-like calls drift down from overhead end

the differing pitches of the males and females
ereate a strange and beautifil harmony, A ‘great
swish of wings announces the arrival of a family
group consisting of two white adults and a

dappled - white and brown chick, They land only * .
10 m from the machan, so close that I stop
breathing for fear | will give away my presence.

Sitting at this level near the water’s surfuce, the

eranes lock huge, easily dwarfing the egrets who-

continue with thelr business unimpressed by the

recent arrivals, Suddenly the male ducks his head :

comically as another crane swoops low over the
family, With a stiff but splendid bow the male
uiters a nasal “Yaaah!” Immediately he. pulls up
his great white wings tipped with black and forms
a huge fan of feathers. “Toedle-loo, tecdle-log,
toodle-dos, . . . 7 cy the male and fermale in
duet. The female’s higher voice forms the “toodle”
part of the three part “toodle-loo” So perfectly
synchronized are the calls of the male and female
that at a Jdistance the call sounds like the work
of 2 single bird. This may be the origin of this

‘crane’s Hindi name Karekhur, which supposedly

is onomatopoetic,

77 Th intrudifig cratie by this time has Swing

away out of my view and apparently the pair is
satisfied that their call has sufficiently warned
this bloke not to return because they stop calling,

‘abruptly. After milling around for a few moments

the fanily begins feeding. The whole head and
neck’s submerged in the two feet of water and
the body vibrates from the force of the birds
probing in the marsh-bottom. They rajse their
heads often io take a2 breath, swallow a choice
morsel, or look ont for an intruder. The sun has
fully risen by now and the feeding cranes, the
shimmering water, and the incessant activity of
the marsh creatures create a majestic yet peace-
ful pancrama, :

My work of filming the actions pf {hese._
crangs and recording their displays and calls on.

tape continues untfl noon when Hookum Singh;:
2 ranger at the. Ghana -Sanctuary, flushes the
cranes from the shore-and I escape from the
machan unnoticed. This morning has been very

good. 1 managed to avoid a tiger, the cranes
behaved well (i.e. performed many good displays)-

and I'm satisfied that I've fitted another small
plece to the puzzle that is Grus leucogeranus,
the Siberian Crane, :

-Mr. and Mrs, Thomas B. F.fiela, Mr. a

MILESTONES

PATUXENT BREEDS
THE WORLD'S
RAREST CRANE

The Mississippi Sandhill Crape {Grus cana-
densis pulla) pumbers only about 40 birds. They
are sedentery, living in southeastern Jack-

son County, Mississippi. They resemble the more )

abundant Florida Sandhill Crane but are much
darker,

For several years the Patuxent team has been
regularly collecting one egg from each two egg
clutch of the wild ¢ranes, Eggs were air freighted
in an insulated box to Patuxent headquarters in
Maryland, where they were hatched and the
chicks reared.

Today Patuxent has 2 mated pairs of Mis-
sissippi Sandhills — and this vear one pair laid
fertile eggs from which on chick was raised.
Dr. Erickson, Director of Research at Patuxent,
reports that the subspecies is much less prolific

than other Sandhill subspecies. High infertility’

ang embryonic mortality suggest a possible in-
breeding problem in this the world’s rarest crane,

.Mi_ssissippi SanJhi_!_i :Crane
This is a Mississippi Sandhill chick
 hakehed of Patuxent
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List of Contributors: Gifts of Money

Beatrice P. Adams, Elizabeth C. Anderson, North-
&rn Arizona Audubon Society, Mr, and Mrs. James
P. Balding, Mrs, Ira Baldwin, Mr, and Mrs, Rev-
erdy Baldwin, Mrs. Amos P, Balsom, John F.
Barker, Mr. and Mys. Arthur X. Bassett, Harland
and Darlene Bechmamn, Mr. and Mrs, George
Becker; Elisabeth Beinert, H. K. Bird, Jane F.
Bjorklund, Mr. end Mrs. Herold Bostrum, Althea

‘M. Brach, Mr. and Mrs. Dorald L, Bradley, Susan

M. Byrch, George T. Burtll, :

-—-Mr. .and Mrs._Norman . Chester, Mr. and Mrs__.

William Chester, Mr. and Mys. M. F. Chipmag,
Florence O, Clark, Jack and Anna H. Clack, Mrs.
C. F. Curtis, The Cyrus Eaton Foundation, lenlsh
Dalton, Dorothy Davis, Clara 1Dijxun, ¢
Dodge, Ms. Mary F, Donald, Philip i, |
Catherine M. Doyle, Curl and Zhzubots L
Foundaton, Tom XK. Erickson, Mr. Kobww v
)G
George Flanders, Dr, Caxl Fosmark, Ms. vlara O,

- Foundain, Mr. Frank Freese, -

© Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Gilbert, Donna M, Gleisner.
James D, Greenhialgh, Roy O, Gromme, -Deborah
M. Hager, Donald Hagar, Mr, and Mzs, E, Harrls,
Reid "R, Harrsch, Miss Phyllis Hawthorne, Mr,
and Mrs. John Hazlewood, Mrs. Doloris G, Hinkel-
man, Mr, and Mrs. Robert G. Hinckley, Mx. and
Mrs. Norman Hinldey, John W. Hirsch, Rohbert
T. Helland, Mark Holtz, Bud Hudson, LuCindy
Hutterli, Mrs, Myrtle Ingles. :
Alfred W, Johnson, Johnson’s Wax Foundation,
Cary Kendall, My, William J. Kieckhefer, Greg
Kindschi, Regina 8, King, Mr, and Mrs. Henry
Koenig, Theresa Korzendorfer, Douglas Kowalsk,

“Chas. A. Kraunse Foundaton, Helen Lodge, Mz,

and Mrs, Herb Malzacher, Mr, William C. Mes-
singer, Ted C. Michaud, Merrill A, Millett, Mxzs.
M. A Millett, Mosinee ~Junior Naturalists, M.
zad-—Webrs—Richard: Iui-m4'4ﬁm—w&mf@emg€‘
MeArthar, Dennis M. Nash, Mary V. Nelson,
Claes Nobel, —_—

Mr. and Mzs, Norman C, Olson, Evelyn Warne
baugh Peterson, Charles Pilling, Doris H. Plait,

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Moore, Mrs. and Mrs, E.
A. Purtell, Jr., Marylu Raushenbush, John Rems,

Jr, Oral M. Robbins, Erna C. Rollefson, Jerry
Sattler, Mr. and Mrs. Don Shadow, Charles Sivelle,
Mrs. Walter R, Spofford, Mr. and Mrs. Donald C.

* Squires, Mzs. Richard Stanley, Pr. Elizabeth Swab,

James E. Tear, Marc A. Thwaits,, Alan Tracy,

Mr. B. L. von farchow, Oscar G. Wallace, Robert

Watson, Danny Weaver. Dan Weber, West Side
Garden Club, Mr. and Mrs. August F. Wirkus,
Bruce A, Worcester, World Wildlife Fund, James
Wight. : -

Gift of Ioan of hirds

New York Zoological Society, Milwaitkee County
Zoo. - - : . B

Go_:it_ﬁbu_u_&ﬁ of labor or materials

" Walter Daling, Tom. Erickson, Kyoji Imai, Ted
O Libby, Jchn MceGough, Herb and Helen Malzach-
;".er, Connie Squier, Robin Squier, Virginia Squfer,

Cathy Stodola, Vicki Wedekind.



CRANES
IN
REVIEW

Natlona| Bird of South AFrlca Thrives

The International Council for Bird Preserva-

tion has set up a World Working Group on
Cranes. .Each crenme species has been assigned
to- @ researcher, and last fall these researchers
were asked to report to the LUB.P. conference
in Anstralia on the current status of their cranes
in the wild.
..... The papers. =perared...f0r. _this. meeting have
been compiled and will appear in our forth-
_coming book “Crane Research Round the World.”
Here is a preview of one of those reports.

From C. A. VanEe of CBioemfontem, South
Africa eomes a report on the Stanley or Bhie Crane
{Anthropoidés paradisea), The Stanleys are cne
of the most beautiful of all cranes. Plumed in
shades- of pray, with the lightest gray near the
head, the feathers gradually darken to a near

-charooal color at the ground. When this bird.

stands, its nearly 2 foot long tertials or imner

wing feathers stream out covering its shoxt tail.

Iike Maypole streamers in the wind.

The Stanley Crane is the state bird of South
Africa, and any coin collecters among Bregla
Bugle readers may be familiar with the Stanley
Crangs on Sounth African coips.

VanEe re-evaluated the status of these mag-
nificent birds and found that they are in healthy
numbers throughout their South African Renge.
Although not a widespread practice, farmers have
and still do poison or shoot flocks that feed in their
fields, but up "l now this has not adversely
affected the crane numbers. Most farmers are
willing to allow the Stanleys & small amount of
their grain crops in exchange for the cranes’ natu-
1al fondness for crop-destroying insects. In addi-
Hon, many people try catching these bird to
keep as pets: doubtess some are killed or maimed

i tihs way. VanEe reporis however, .that. the .

Department of Nature Conservationhas had some

Stenley Crune Family at Bioemfentein Zoo,
Phota by C. YanEe

Stanley Cranes are found throughout Cape
Province, with particularly heavy concentrations in
the east. In Natal the Stanleys avold.the seacoast
but are found everywhere else. In the Trans-
vaal, . Stanley Crames are especially commeon
in the western part of the province, and they ere
cOMMOon thmughout the Orange Freestate

Tt is a pleasant change to report on;a Crane

“and droop i 2 graceful arc to the ground. 'When
dancmg or flying these elongated tertials flutter

KU.ShlI‘O Park Breeds 3 Manchurxan Cranes

About .20 miles east of the maritime city of Kushiro in southeastern
‘Hokkaido; Japan, a Manchurian Crane propagahnn and public education
-center operates under the. excellent supervision of Mr. Takahaski. Thiee
Manchurien Crane pairs, ples a number of immature non-breeders, are
mezintained in spacious marshland confines. A swprising fact is that. of
the three pairs, only the males are pinioned. The females are full-winged
“and can leave the confines at will' Howeéver, each Aprl the pairs faith-
fully nest i a secluded area of their caplive texzitory, Mr. Takahashi usu-
“ally -retnoves the first clutch of eggs and artificially incubates, hatches,
and. hand rears the chicks. Soon after the first clutch iz collected, the
-adults re-pest and .are a]lawed to incubate their own eggs and rear their
. own chicks.

In both 1973 and 1974 three Manchurian Cranes were reared at the
Kushiro Crane Park. The birds are banded, and those reared by their own
"parents are allowed to fly with their mothers Some have already joined
the wild flocks. = .

My, Takahaski is now deing important ressarch on the problem of
introducing hand-reared (and thus human imprinted) cranes back into the
wild. Will they select wild cranss as matesP? Will they want to pair with
2 human? Do they prefer other hand-reared birds for a spouse? All these

- questions will eventually be answered by Mr. Takahashi and staff at the
Kushiro Crane Park. Their findings will not only be of instrumental value
o aiding the threatened Manchurian Cranes of Hokkaido Jbut their results
.may also help - researchers in North America devise management tech-
nigues for the Whooping Graues - the Manchuwrian’s close cousin in
. the crane. family.

" Mr. Tokohaski and two Manchurion Cranes

stceess in d;scouragmg this fad. ,

that is holding its own against man’s “progress.”

Arkist Owen Gromma and Chinook, o resident Aluska Sondhill Crane, pase with Mr.
Gromme's threu masterpieces on canvas. '
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