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Introduction  
Prepared by Jo-Anne Bellemer, Communications & Outreach Team Co-Chair, Operation 
Migration 

The Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership (WCEP) implements its activities through coordinated 
joint and individual efforts by Partners working with state and federal agencies that have 
jurisdiction over the whooping cranes and/or the habitats they use. The Partnership works 
through a team approach:  key areas of WCEP activity and day-to-day decisions are addressed 
by one or more project teams that include individuals from Partners with expertise in that area.  

Where is WCEP with respect to its fundamental goal of creating a self-sustaining Eastern 
Migratory Population (EMP) of whooping cranes? The minimal goals (as established in the 2007 
Third Revision of the International Recovery Plan and the Federal Register) for a second 
population such as the EMP are 1) a self-sustaining flock, 2) comprised of 100 birds, and 3) 25 
productive breeding pairs. We appear to have met the goal for flock size this year: the 
maximum size of the EMP through 31 December 2016 was 104 birds (54 males, 48 females, 2 
unknown). There were 27 breeding pairs this year, although only 6 pairs in the EMP meet the 
definition of productive (a pair that nests regularly and has fledged offspring).  

While releases have continued into the EMP, lack of natural recruitment continues to be a 
major impediment to achieving the goal of a self-sustaining population. The 27 nesting pairs in 
2016 produced 16 chicks, none of whom survived to migrate. In addition, the size of the EMP 
has remained flat for recent years: at the end of 2011, the population totaled 104 birds, just as 
at the end of 2016. Additional birds are necessary to provide resilience so that the number of 
nesting pairs grows and then remains stable in the face of environmental and demographic 
variation in the coming years.  

2016 was the first year the project did not rely on the ultralight-guided method to impart 
knowledge of the migration route on any of the young WHCRs. At the face-to-face meeting in 
January, plans were made to focus solely on the parent-rearing (PR) method, at the direction of 
the Whooping Crane Recovery Team and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services. Accordingly, 12 PR cranes 
were released in areas where older WHCRs were known to forage. Of the 12 PR WHCRs that 
were released, one (30-16) was adopted by the target pair (3-14/4-12) and three died prior to 
their first migration. The remaining cranes migrated either on their own or with SHCR.  

WCEP Partners coordinated their efforts to monitor the chicks from the time of their release to 
their migration departures.  The last crane began migration on 7 December 2016, which 
wrapped up the project for the year.  
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Operations Team 
Prepared by Sarah Warner, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Davin Lopez, Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources  

Each WCEP operational team is intended to have co-chairs. These co-chairs make up the Operations 

Team. Project decisions that cannot be made within a team or between teams are made by the 

Operations Team. Building off of the redevelopment of the Operations Team functionality that began in 

2015, the Operation Team is continuing to attempt to have more input and discussion between teams in 

order to capitalize on each team’s strengths and expertise. The Operations Team Co-chairs are also 

charged with updating the Guidance Team on the project needs, operations, and decisions. Beginning in 

2015, to help facilitate communications between the Guidance Team and the Operations Team, the 

Operations Team Co-chairs sit in on the monthly Guidance Team calls. If the Operations Team is unable 

to come to agreement on a decision that involves multiple teams, they seek the support of the Guidance 

Team. In 2016, the Operations Team accomplishments include: 

● Monthly conference calls to discuss project operations held on the third Tuesday of each month; 

summary notes of the call are posted to the WCEP Google Drive. 

● 2015 WCEP Annual Report was drafted by Operational Teams Co-chairs; compiled by the 

Communications and Outreach Team; reviewed and edited by the Operations Team and 

Guidance Team; finalized and posted on the BringBacktheCranes.org website in May. Drafting of 

2016 Annual Report was initiated in March 2017. 

● Continued efforts to more fully engage with the Guidance Team. 

● Assisted the Rearing and Release Team with fully implementing Parent Rearing as the preferred 

chick rearing method. 
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Rearing and Release Team 
Prepared by Kim Boardman, International Crane Foundation 

Twelve parent reared Whooping cranes were released in Wisconsin in 2016, bringing the total to 83 

birds released since 2011. Based on guidance from the USFWS and International Recovery Team, 2016 

marked the first time that all release birds were parent reared. The Rearing and Release Team with 

assistance from the Research and Science Team underwent a Structured Decision Making Process (SDM) 

to outline the criteria to be used for prioritizing target adults for release. Potential release locations 

were identified as: Necedah National Wildlife Refuge (NNWR), “Outside Necedah” (the area between 

NNWR and the Wisconsin Rectangle), and the Wisconsin Rectangle (Figure 1.) 

 
 

Figure 1. The three areas considered for release of parent-reared birds in 2016: the Wisconsin Rectangle 

(blue outline), the area between the Wisconsin Rectangle and Necedah National Wildlife Refuge 

(Outside Necedah; purple outline), and Necedah National Wildlife Refuge (cluster of western-most 

green dots). 
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Each alternative was analyzed based on most recent knowledge of distribution, breeding status of adult 

birds, and preferred release locations to narrow the options.  Final release location selections tried to 

follow the SDM; however, as adult birds began to move around the landscape, site locations originally 

identified became unavailable and alternative locations were chosen based on current field observations 

of adults. 

   

2016 Parent Reared Cohort Summary 

USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center hatched 9 chicks for parent rearing.  Three of these chicks 

experienced individual medical conditions that required short term treatment (less than 20 days) and all 

recovered with no residual concerns. All 9 chicks had a comprehensive pre-release health screening on 

25 August and were removed from their parents on 13 September, 1 day prior to shipment to 

Wisconsin. Through the generosity of Windway Capital Corporation, chicks were transferred to White 

River Marsh State Wildlife Area (WRM) on 14 September.  Chicks were held as a single cohort short term 

in a large holding pen previously used for the ultra-light release program.  Banding of these 9 chicks was 

completed over 2 days, on 15 & 17 September, prior to release. Chicks were relocated either individually 

or as pairs to temporary (release) pens next to targeted WCEP pairs’ day use area and were released 

after a few days. Chicks were all released within 10 days of being transferred to Wisconsin. 

 

The International Crane Foundation parent reared 3 chicks for release into the EMP. The chicks were all 

banded on 28 September after fledging and were hard released individually in the WI Rectangle either 

next to a targeted WCEP individual’s or pair’s day use area. 

 Monitoring of chicks’ movements and interactions with target birds were performed by multiple WCEP 

partners including staff and volunteers from USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Operation 

Migration, and the International Crane Foundation. 

WCEP 29-16 & 39-16 were placed in a release pen on 20 September in Adams Co. near a pair of young 

Whooping cranes. They were released together on 24 September. They migrated together along with 

several hundred Sandhill cranes on 7 Dec and wintered in Dyer Co. TN. 

WCEP 30-16 and 34-16 were placed in a release pen in Green Lake Co. on 15 September, but returned to 

the WRM holding pen when the targeted adults failed to associate with them.  On 23 September, 30-16 

was released near WRM and 34-16 was released in Adams Co. near 29-16 & 39-16. 34-16 later became 

ill and was predated on 7 October. WCEP 30-16 appeared to be fully accepted by the target pair in 

Green Lake Co. and left on migration with the adults on 7 December. They wintered together in Miller 

Co. GA. 
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WCEP 31-16 was released in Marquette Co. on 22 September, in the same area as WCEP 38-16 which 

had been placed in a temporary release pen on 17 September and released on 20 September. The 

female of their target pair was predated and the male did not return. These juveniles began migration 

without any adult cranes on 8 December and wintered together in Poinsett Co, AR. 

WCEP 32-16 was released on 17 September in Outagamie Co. in the vicinity of 2 young Whooping 

cranes. The chick & target birds were observed interacting post release.  32-16’s carcass was recovered 

on 19 September and was believed to have been predated by a coyote. 

WCEP 33-16 and WCEP 37-16 were released together near a target pair in Juneau Co. on 23 September. 

37-16 was found dead on 17 October. Satellite data placed 33-16 in Jackson Co, IA on 21 October. She 

then moved to the Upper Mississippi River Wildlife & Fish Refuge where she was in the company of 

Sandhill cranes. She then made a stopover to Hiwassee Wildlife Refuge in TN before settling in Citrus Co, 

FL for winter. 

WCEP 69-16 was released in Jefferson Co. on 9 October within sight of a single yearling Whooping crane. 

Although the birds remained in the vicinity of each other, little interaction was observed and 69-16 left 

on migration on 24 October with Sandhills. She was reported at Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge, AL in 

the presence of an adult Whooping crane pair on 10 November. 

WCEP 71-16 was released on 30 September in Green Lake Co. where she was observed associating with 

Sandhill cranes. Satellite data showed she migrated to Indiana on 7 December and was associating with 

2 adult whooping cranes. 

The release of WCEP 70-16 was delayed due to a carpal injury. Upon recovering, he was released on 16 

November at the Mead Wildlife Area, WI within view of 2 female Whooping cranes. 70-16 failed to 

migrate with the targeted birds and remained alone in Portage, Co. until 12 December when ICF staff 

captured the bird and transferred him to Wheeler NWR, AL in the vicinity of many Whooping and 

Sandhill cranes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8 | Page 

 

Table 3. Summary of 2016 Parent Reared Releases 

WCEP 

ID 

Sex Band 

Date 

Release 

Date 

Release 

Location 

Target 

Adults 

Death 

Date 

Fall 

Migration 

29_16 M 9/17/16 9/24/16 Adams Co 24/42_09   7 Dec 2016 

with 39-16 

& ~300 

Sandhill 

cranes 

30_16 M 9/15/16 9/23/16 Green 

Lake Co 

4_12/3_14   7 Dec 2016 

w/4-12/3-

14 

31_16 M 9/17/16 9/22/16 Marquette 

Co 

7_14/4_13   8 Dec 2016 

with 38-16. 

No other 

birds 

observed 

with them 

32_16 F 9/15/16 9/17/16 Outagamie 

Co 

10/11_15 9/19/16 Died prior 

to 

migration 

33_16 F 9/15/16 9/23/16 Juneau Co 12/5_11   Found near 

Bellevue, 

IA. 3 Dec 

moved to 

Upper 

Mississippi 

River 

Wildlife & 

Fish Refuge 

where 

associating 

w/Sandhill 

cranes 
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34_16 F 9/15/16 9/23/16 Adams Co 24/42_09 10/7/16 Died prior 

to 

migration 

37_16 M 9/15/16 9/23/16 Juneau Co 12/5_11 10/17/16 Died prior 

to 

migration 

38_16 M 9/17/16 9/20/16 Marquette 

Co 

7_14/4_13   Began 8 

Dec 2016 

with 31-16.  

No other 

birds 

observed 

with them. 

39_16 M 9/15 - 

9/20 

9/24/16 Adams Co 24/42_09   7 Dec 2016 

w/release 

mate 29-16 

& ~300 

Sandhill 

cranes 

69_16 F 9/28/16 10/09/16 Jefferson 

Co 

14-15   Began 

migration 

24 Oct with 

Sandhill 

cranes. 

Stayed at 

Jasper 

Pulaski 

Wildlife 

Area, IN 

until 9 Nov 

then to 

Wheeler, 

AL 
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70_16 M 9/28/16 11/16/16 Wood Co 27-14 & 

65-15 

(Females) 

  Moved off 

Mead 

Refuge 2 

Dec 2016. 

Captured 

12 Dec & 

taken to 

ICF for 

brief health 

exam, held 

overnight. 

13 Dec was 

crated and 

driven to 

Wheeler 

NWR, AL.  

Released 

the 

following 

morning 14 

Dec. 

71_16 F 9/28/16 9/30/16 Green 

Lake Co 

5-12/8-14   Migrated 7 

Dec to 

south of 

Gary, IN 

then 8 Dec 

to Jasper 

Pulaski. 

Seen with 

Sandhill 

cranes. 
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Monitoring and Management Team 
Prepared by Hillary Thompson, International Crane Foundation 

Most Whooping Cranes in the Eastern Migratory Population spent the summer of 2016 in Wisconsin, 
with the exception of a group of 2015 birds in Illinois, and one adult male in Michigan (Figure 1). 
Highlights related to monitoring and management of the EMP from 2016 include:  

● There have been a total of 43 nests by 27 different pairs breeding in Wisconsin. Seven nests had 
eggs removed as part of the re-nesting experiment, 2 nests were incubated past full term, 23 
chicks hatched from 16 nests, and the remaining nests failed. Three wild-hatched chicks likely 
made it to fledging, but none of them survived to fall migration. 
 

● During 2016, male 16-11 was again nesting with a Sandhill Crane at Horicon National Wildlife 
Refuge. He was captured and transferred to White Oak Conservation with a captive-reared 
female for a “forced re-pairing” experiment. 

● There were two major translocations to note.  Four 2015 DAR birds were translocated from 
Michigan to Wisconsin in early May. The second major translocation was of juvenile 70-16 from 
Wisconsin to Alabama in December. 

● There were twelve mortalities confirmed during 2016: 9 in Wisconsin, 2 in Illinois, and 1 in 

Florida. 

● This year all of the captive-reared juveniles were parent-reared and released near adult 

Whooping Cranes in Wisconsin in the fall. There were 12 juveniles total; they were released in 

Adams, Green Lake, Juneau, Marathon, Jefferson, Outagamie, and Marquette Counties. Three 

juveniles died in Wisconsin prior to migration, and one died on its wintering grounds in 

Arkansas. The remaining eight juveniles survived through fall migration, winter, and the 

subsequent spring migration. 
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Figure 1. Summer distribution of the Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes during 2016. 
 
Winter 2015/2016 
The maximum population size as of 31 December 2015 was 100 birds (52 males, 46 females, 2 
unknown). This does not include the 2015 Ultralight-led cohort since they had not yet reached their final 
wintering location. The final wintering locations of Whooping Cranes in the EMP during winter 
2015/2016 were as follows (Figure 2): 
 

● Indiana – 40 
● Illinois – 6 
● Kentucky – 8 
● Tennessee – 6 
● Louisiana – 1 
● Alabama – 20 
● Georgia – 2 
● Florida – 11 
● Unknown – 6  
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Figure 2. Final wintering distribution of the Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes during 

winter 2015/2016.  

Captures and Banding 

● Male 16-11 was nesting with a Sandhill Crane during spring 2016. In April, he was captured and 

transferred to a holding pen at Necedah National Wildlife Refuge. During this capture, he was 

also outfitted with a working transmitter. After his release, he returned to his territory at 

Horicon National Wildlife Refuge.  Subsequently, he was re-captured in October and 

translocated to White Oak Conservation in Yulee, FL. A female raised in captivity at the 

International Crane Foundation was moved to White Oak Conservation as well, in an attempt to 

form a pair bond between these two Whooping Cranes. They remained in captivity during 2016 

and were seen dancing and beginning to form a pair. Once we see stronger evidence of their 

pair bond, they will be released together onto his territory at Horicon National Wildlife Refuge. 
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● In April, 61-15, 62-15, 63-15, and 67-15, four DAR birds from the 2015 cohort, migrated from 

Randolph County, IL to Macomb County, MI. On 5 May, they were captured in Michigan and 

translocated back to Wisconsin. They stayed in Wisconsin for a short time before returning to 

their wintering grounds in Randolph Co, IL, where they remained for the year. 

 

● PR 70-16 was released in Marathon County, Wisconsin on 16 November. By early December, he 

had moved to Portage County, Wisconsin, but was no longer with any other Whooping Cranes 

or Sandhill Cranes. As the weather got below freezing and he wasn’t moving south, the decision 

was made to capture him to translocate him to a safe wintering area. On 12 December, he was 

captured in Portage County, WI, and on 14 December, he was released at Wheeler National 

Wildlife Refuge in Alabama. He spent the winter with thousands of Sandhill Cranes and often 

associated with other Whooping Cranes. 

 

● Two wild-hatched chicks were captured for initial banding. W7-16 was captured on 8 August and 

W9-16 was captured on 1 September, both were with their families at Necedah National 

Wildlife Refuge. The third wild-hatched chick that fledged died soon after fledging and was not 

banded. All three of these wild-hatched chicks did not survive to fall migration. The remains of 

W7-16 were collected in Juneau Co, WI.  

 

● Eight recently hatched chicks at Necedah National Wildlife Refuge were captured and outfitted 

with transmitters for a chick survival study in coordination with University of Wisconsin – 

Oshkosh.  

 

● Captures for transmitter replacement:  

○ 4-11 at Necedah 15 September 

○ 25-09 at Necedah 14 September 

○ 3-11 Adams County 28 June 

○ 5-11 Juneau County 14 June 

○ 5-12 White River Marsh 8 June 

○ 19-11 Juneau County 11 May 

○ 16-11 Horicon 12 April (see above) 

 

  



 

15 | Page 

 

Winter distribution as of 1 January 2017 

The maximum population size as of 1 January 2017 was 104 (48 Female, 54 Male, 2 Unknown). The 

distribution of these birds at this time is as follows (Figure 3): 

● Indiana – 35 

● Illinois – 3 

● Kentucky – 6 

● Tennessee – 7 

● Louisiana – 1 

● Alabama – 28 

● Georgia – 5 

● Florida – 5 

● Unknown – 14 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 3. Distribution of wintering Whooping Cranes in the Eastern 

Migratory Population as of 1 January 2017. 
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Survival 

● As of 31 December 2016, there have been 278 Whooping Cranes released since the beginning of 

the reintroduction in 2001. This number does not include the 17 HY2006 ultralight-led juveniles 

that died during confinement in a storm and one HY2007 ultralight-led juvenile that was 

removed from the project prior to release. There have been thirteen wild-hatched chicks that 

survived to fledging (one in 2006, two in 2010, two in 2012, one in 2013, one in 2014, three in 

2015, and three in 2016* (see Reproduction section below)). The total released or wild-hatched 

chicks in this population since 2001 is 278 (Figure 4), of which 104 (37.4 %) may be alive in the 

EMP as of 31 December 2016 (Figure 5). 

 

 

● There were twelve mortalities recorded in 2016: 

○ 10-14, 1 January, Wakulla Co FL, suspected bobcat predation 

○ 7-09, 12 March, Lawrence Co IL, suspected predation 

○ 9-13, 4 April, Marquette Co WI, suspected predation, likely died in 2015 but was 

collected in 2016 

○ 12-02, 2 June, Wood Co WI, bacterial infection 

○ 11-02, 5 July, Juneau Co WI, unknown 

○ 15-09, 7 September, Juneau Co WI, unknown 

○ 32-16, 19 September, Outagamie Co WI, predation 

○ W7-16, 11 October, Juneau Co WI, suspected predation 

○ 34-16, 7 October, Adams Co WI, predation 

○ 37-16, 17 October, Juneau Co WI, predation 

○ 1-15, 20 October, Rock Co WI, suspected predation 

○ 62-15, 18 December, Randolph Co IL, likely powerline collision 
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Figure 4. Cumulative number of cranes added to the Eastern Migratory Population by rearing method 

since 2001. As of 2016, there have been 167 UltraLight led, 78 Direct Autumn Release, 23 Parent Reared, 

and 10 Wild Hatched Whooping Cranes added to the EMP. 

 
Figure 5. Population size of EMP by rearing method. As of 31 December 2016 there were 104 birds 
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recorded in the EMP (left axis; 54 males, 48 females, 2 unknown). Black line indicates the total birds 
released into the population cumulatively (right axis; same number as figure 4, above). 
 
Reproduction 
 

● There have been a total of 43 nests by 27 different pairs breeding in Wisconsin. Seven nests had 
eggs removed as part of the re-nesting experiment, 4 nests were incubated past full term, 23 
chicks hatched from 17 nests, and the remaining 15 nests failed (Table 1). Three wild-hatched 
chicks likely made it to fledging, but none of them survived to fall migration (Table 2). 

● Male 16-11 again paired and nested with a Sandhill Crane at Horicon NWR. The eggs from this 
nest were collected so there was not another hatch of a hybrid “Whoophill” as in 2015. This nest 
was not counted in the totals in Table 2. 

● To date, there have been a total of 240 nests (188 first nests, and 52 re-nests), leading to 87 
chicks hatched in the wild and 13 fledged chicks. As of 31 December 2016, four wild-hatched 
birds survive in the wild (Tables 2 and 3). 

 
 
 
Table 1. Specific information on nesting attempts in Wisconsin during 2016 
 

Female Male Nest 
Order 

County Initiation 
Date 

Completion 
Date 

Result 

W1_06 1_10 1 Juneau ~3/31/2016 4/16/16 failed 

13_03 9_05 1 Juneau 4/1/2016 5/1/16 hatched: W1-16 and W2-16 

32_09 8_10 1 Juneau 4/1/2016 4/14/16 eggs removed 

39_07 7_07 1 Juneau 4/2/2016 4/15/16 eggs removed 

12_03 29_09 1 Juneau 4/2/2016 4/10/16 failed 

34_09 4_08 1 Juneau 4/3/2016 4/14/16 eggs removed 

W3_10 8_04 1 Juneau 4/4/2016 4/15/16 eggs removed 

5_10 28_08 1 Marathon 4/4/2016 ~4/29/16 failed 

4_11 12_02 1 Wood 4/4/2016 ~5/3/16 hatched: W3-16 (fledge) 

15_11 6_11 1 Wood 4/4/2016 ~5/4/16 past full term 

16_07 16_02 1 Juneau 4/4/2016 4/17/16 failed 

18_02 13_02 1 Juneau 4/4/2016 4/14/16 eggs removed 



 

19 | Page 

 

24_08 14_08 1 Juneau 4/4/2016 4/16/16 failed 

12_11 5_11 1 Juneau 4/4/2016 ~5/5/16 hatched: W4-16 

7_11 3_11 1 Adams 4/4/2016 ~5/10/16 hatched: W5-16 

42_09 24_09 1 Adams 4/4/2016 ~4/29/16 failed 

10_10 41_09 1 Juneau 4/4/2016 4/15/16 eggs removed 

25_09 2_04 1 Juneau 4/5/2016 4/15/16 failed 

15_09 11_02 1 Juneau 4/6/2016 4/14/16 eggs removed 

36_09 18_03 1 Juneau 4/8/2016 4/15/16 failed 

26_09 27_06 1 Juneau 4/12/2016 4/14/16 failed 

59_13 1_11 1 St. Croix 4/14/2016 ~5/17/2016 hatched: W6-16 

9_03 3_04 1 Juneau 4/14/2016 4/15/16 failed 

23_10 18_09 1 Juneau 4/14/2016 4/16/16 failed 

12_03 29_09 2 Juneau 4/24/2016 ~5/24/16 hatched: W7-16 (fledge) and W8-16 

8_05 1_04 1 Juneau 4/26/2016 5/26/16 hatched: W9-16 (fledge) and W10-16 

39_07 7_07 2 Juneau 4/28/2016 6/8/16 past full term 

15_09 11_02 2 Juneau 4/29/2016 5/27/16 hatched: W11-16 and W12-16 

9_03 3_04 2 Juneau 4/28/2016 5/28/16 hatched: W13-16 and W14-16 

36_09 18_03 2 Juneau 4/29/2016 5/28/16 hatched: W15-16 

W1_06 1_10 2 Juneau 5/4/2016 6/2/16 hatched: W16-16 and W17-16 

18_02 13_02 2 Juneau 5/4/2016 5/7/16 failed 

24_08 14_08 2 Juneau 5/4/2016 6/20/16 past full term 

16_07 16_02 2 Juneau 5/9/2016 6/5/16 hatched: W18-16 

25_09 2_04 2 Juneau 5/7/2016 6/5/16 hatched: W19-16 

23_10 18_09 2 Juneau 5/6/2016 6/5/16 hatched: W20-16 

34_09 4_08 2 Juneau 5/6/2016 6/7/16 hatched: W21-16 

10_10 41_09 2 Juneau 5/7/2016 6/20/16 past full term 
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26_09 27_06 2 Juneau 5/9/2016 6/10/16 hatched: W22-16 

5_10 28_08 2 Marathon 5/12/2016 5/17/16 failed 

17_11 19_11 1 Juneau 5/12/2016 5/17/16 failed 

17_07 10_09 1 Juneau 5/20/2016 6/14/16 failed 

42_09 24_09 2 Adams 5/28/2016 6/28/16 hatched: W23-16 

 
 

Table 2.  Nest initiation dates, number of nests, number of chicks hatched, and number of chicks fledged 

2005-2016 

  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Total 

First Nest 
Initiation 

16 
Apr 

5-6 
Apr 

3 Apr 7 Apr 2 Apr <1 
Apr 

3-4 
Apr 

<26 
Mar 

15 
Apr 

7 Apr 1-3 
Apr 

29-
31 
Mar 

  

# First 
Nests 

2 5 4 11 12 12 20 22 21 25 27 27 188 

#  
Renests 

0 1 1 0 5 5 2 7 2 3 10 16 52 

Total 
Nests 

2 6 5 11 17 17 22 29 23 28 37 43 240 

# 
Hatched 

0 2 0 0 2 7 4 9 3 13 24 23 87 

# Fledged 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 2 1 1 3 3* 13 

*One chick (W3-16) was old enough to have fledged when it died, but flights were never observed. 
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Table 3. Pairs that have successfully fledged chicks with years of fledging 

Dam Sire Year(s)     

11_02 17_02 2006     

3_04 9_03 2010 2013 2015 

12_02 19_04 2010 2012 2014 

13_03 9_05 2012     

17_07 10_09 2015     

25_09 2_04 2015     

12_03 29_09 2016     

8_05 1_04 2016     

12_02* 4_11* 2016     

*12_02 died before chick fledged. Chick was old enough to have fledged when it died, but flights were never 

observed. 4-11 was found shot at her wintering area at the beginning of 2017.  
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Communications and Outreach Team 
The WCEP Communications and Outreach Team (COT) is responsible for all external communications on 

behalf of WCEP. It also functions to improve internal communication among the functional teams that 

make up WCEP, and is the main group responsible for maintaining the WCEP Google Drive, the main 

repository for notes and documents generated by the various WCEP teams. The COT draws from the 

expertise of our members, many of whom have experience in public communications and media 

relations. On occasion we also pull in other employees of WCEP partners when we feel it is necessary to 

get additional perspective on press releases and other COT activities. Many partners in WCEP 

participated in external outreach efforts in 2016.  

Communications this year followed similar patterns to previous years, although we issued fewer press 

releases than usual, mainly due to a learning curve on the part of two new co-chairs. In 2017, we are 

creating a new event-driven Communications Plan with a schedule for press releases, social media posts, 

and other major communications for WCEP.  

WCEP Website  

www.bringbackthecranes.org had 12,795 unique visitors in 2016. This represents a decrease of 31% 

from 2015 when the site had 18,443 visitors. When combined with founding-partner websites: 

http://www.operationmigration.org (110,957) and www.savingcranes.org (46,783), a total of 170,535 

unique visitors were reached with WCEP specific information in 2016.  

● The number of “pageviews” also decreased with 35,489 versus 49,348  (2015). This represents a 

drop of 28%. A “pageview” is defined as the total number of pages viewed. Repeated views of a 

single page are counted.  

● Our “sessions” total likewise dropped for 2016 with 17,265  vs 24,904 for the previous year.  A 

“session” is the period time a user is actively engaged with multiple pages on a website.  

 

Where are they coming from?  

Of the 17,265 sessions, search engines generated 8,532 visits, while referring websites and social media 

sites generated the balance. The top referring website was operationmigration.org; however, this also 

dropped by 27% from 2015.   

This overall decrease in interest is likely due to the cancellation of aircraft-guided migrations and is 

consistent with what partner Operation Migration has experienced. 
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WCEP also continues to work on developing a new website that will use a WordPress platform. The 

WordPress platform is a much easier interface than the current HTML platform, which will enable 

multiple WCEP personnel to be able to update and add content. Currently only two people in WCEP 

have the required HTML technical skills to update the existing website. Ideally, this will allow WCEP to 

make the website much more dynamic than in years past. On the heels of the new website, WCEP also 

plans to launch a new Whooping Crane reporting site that will provide feedback and relatively up to 

date individual location information (following WCEP guidelines on the precision of location reporting).  

Whooping Crane Documentaries 

WCEP facilitated the work of two documentary production companies in 2016:   

● Red Sky Productions (Rhett Turner, Greg Pope) began filming a documentary about Whooping 

cranes in 2015 when they joined Operation Migration on the journey south. They subsequently 

captured footage of the Parent-Reared releases in the fall of 2016.    

 

● Farzad Sangari is a documentary filmmaker currently making a documentary about Jon 

Mooallem’s book The Wild Ones. In order to capture WCEP’s more recent work (since the book 

was published) he brought a crew to Wisconsin to film the 2016 parent-reared releases. Once 

COT introduced Farzad’s crew to the release teams, they coordinated directly to enable filming 

of all aspects of the releases.  

 

WCEP Media Releases/Articles 

The COT issued no press releases in 2016, instead relying on the press releases issued by the Partners. 

Monthly Project Updates produced by ICF were shared on the social media channels and through the 

Partners’ websites.  

Lisa Gaumnitz wrote an article describing the new Parent-Rearing project that was published in the 

Unison Call newsletter.  

Traditional Media Coverage  

Coverage of Whooping cranes appeared in the following outlets during 2016:  

● LA Times 

● Washington Post 

● Newsweek magazine 

● Wisconsin Public Radio 

● New Scientist  

http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-whooping-cranes-20160313-story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2016/02/29/even-people-in-crane-costumes-cant-teach-whooping-cranes-to-be-good-parents/?utm_term=.63c8ed03fadc
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● Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

● Wisconsin Public Radio 

● Temple Terrace Patch 

● Texas Monthly 

● Star Tribune 

● APG Media of Wisconsin 

● WKOW (ABC TV) 

● Wisconsin Gazette 

● The Sierra Club 

● Audubon Society news (3 articles)  

● Birmingham Now (2 articles)  

● AL.com 

 

WCEP Social Media Sites  

WCEP has social media accounts on both Twitter and Facebook. We currently have around 350 Twitter 

followers and nearly 1,800 Facebook followers. We post updates on Facebook, as well as articles related 

to other endangered species recovery efforts and linking to WCEP partner projects. Social media sites 

provide WCEP with an additional tool to better reach new and existing audiences about the project and 

its partners.  

Through increased usage and exposure, the number of “Likes” on the WCEP Facebook page grew from 

1,509 on 1 January 2016 to 1,785 on 31 December 2016, representing a 18% growth rate over the 12 

months. During 2016 a total of 55 stories were shared/published on the WCEP Facebook Page 

(facebook.com/WhoopingCraneEasternPartnership).  

WCEP primarily uses Twitter to broadcast press releases and updates. During 2016, WCEP sent out 17 

Tweets that garnered 8,074 “impressions” and 45 “engagements.” (An “impression” is defined as a 

Tweet that was delivered to an account, although not necessarily read. The main focus of Twitter for 

WCEP is to get news stories into the hands of like-minded conservation organizations and into 

newsrooms. An “engagement” is a link click, a like, a retweet, or a reply.) Twitter is a free service that is 

very easy to use and takes little time to maintain, thus the COT deems it a worthwhile outreach tool.  

Education and outreach programs and events  

WCEP partners conducted many programs and outreach events designed to raise awareness about 

Whooping Cranes and the EMP reintroduction project. We continued to work with our core audience, as 

well as building our following with outreach events and materials designed to reach non-traditional 

audiences. Presentations about Whooping Cranes were given at schools, assisted living facilities, and 

http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/wisconsin/2016/09/15/new-approach-cranes-takes-wing/90377442/
http://www.wpr.org/whooping-crane-reintroduction-effort-shifts-direction
http://patch.com/florida/templeterrace/t-makes-contribution-lowry-park-zoo-teens-4-tampa-bay
http://www.texasmonthly.com/articles/whooping-cranes-texas/
http://www.startribune.com/new-plan-takes-effect-for-wisconsin-whooping-crane-migration/393698451/
http://www.apg-wi.com/new-plan-takes-effect-for-whooping-crane-migration/article_56f55223-50b5-559d-b751-93c3ab91e53f.html
http://www.wkow.com/story/33119917/2016/09/17/new-plan-takes-effect-for-wisconsin-whooping-crane-migration
http://wisconsingazette.com/2016/09/17/no-more-ultralight-aircraft-for-wisconsin-whooping-crane-migration/
http://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2016-5-september-october/green-life/whooping-crane-migration-changes-course
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other venues.  

Birding and crane-specific festivals are an important part of WCEP outreach. This year WCEP partners 

tabled and presented at the Whooping Crane Festival in Port Aransas, Texas; the Whooping Crane 

Festival in Princeton, Wisconsin; the Sandhill Crane Festival in Lodi, California; International Migratory 

Bird Day in Florida; and the Festival of the Cranes in Decatur, Alabama.  

Operation Migration’s outreach efforts through its Field Journal and social media websites continued to 

reach a wide audience with frequent updates. Other outreach efforts included public tours at the 

International Crane Foundation and at Patuxent Wildlife Research Center.  

This year we continued our relationship with Journey North, an educational website covering several 

migratory species that reaches an audience of over 

150,000 visitors per month. Journey North helps 

foster a personal connection to the Whooping 

Cranes in the EMP through providing in-depth 

information and updates about each individual 

Whooping Crane chick throughout its lifetime. WCEP 

links to these individual histories on the WCEP 

website. Operation Migration continued to fund the 

Whooping Crane component of Journey North, and 

provided them with updates during the fall and 

winter months to help keep the biography pages up 

to date. Journey North’s Whooping Crane website 

pages were viewed almost 160,000 times. In addition 

to their website, regular updates are sent out via 

Facebook (22,000 people), Twitter (5,000 people), and email to roughly 60,000 subscribers. Journey 

North noted that the drop in web use from 250,000 page views in 2015 to 156,877 in 2016 is due to the 

change in fall 2016 migration coverage (from 22 weekly updates in fall 2015 to only 5 monthly updates 

in fall 2016). 

In 2016, we continued a second year of outreach in Alabama. ICF repeated many of the previous year’s 

activities, with outreach events, presence at gun shows and nature festivals, K-12 education, statewide 

radio and television PSAs, and the promotion of the Festival of the Cranes in Alabama, which had over 

4,000 attendees in 2017. In May of 2017, the International Crane Foundation accepted the Regional 

Director’s Award from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Region 2 for our outreach work in Alabama. 

In January of 2016, a young man in Texas shot and killed two Whooping Cranes. He was quickly 

identified by game wardens and his case is proceeding through the criminal justice system. As a result of 
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all the work done by KWCS program, ICF was able to quickly develop and deploy targeted messaging to 

the judge and district attorney involved in the prosecution of this case, and also coordinated a letter 

writing campaign to persuade the judge to impose vigorous sentencing in an effort to deter future 

perpetrators. The result of this work was $25,850 in restitution to be shared among Texas Parks & 

Wildlife Foundation and the International Crane Foundation, 200 hours of community service (the most 

ever ordered by this court), community service time to be spent with Texas Parks & Wildlife and/or the 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, five years’ probation, an order that Frederick turn over all firearms, and the 

rescinding of Frederick’s hunting license for the next five years in all states. Although the restitution 

amount is not as high as we had hoped, the other items were groundbreaking for Texas. The 200 hours 

of community service is one of the highest amounts given in Texas and rescinding the hunting privileges 

in all states is really important as well. The case will serve as an example for future penalties and shows 

that this type of coordinated effort can really pay off. In January of 2017 another Whooping Crane was 

shot in southwestern Indiana. A perpetrator has not yet been identified, but if authorities are able to 

find the person responsible, we can apply our experience from the Texas case to try and help create 

additional deterrence for potential Whooping Crane shooters in the eastern United States. 


