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Six Countries Join
North East Asian
Crane Site Network
By Jim Harris, Deputy Director

The migrations of cranes have delighted
and mystified people for millennia. Today’s
satellite tracking studies have changed nei-
ther the delight nor even that sense of mys-
tery. Japanese researchers, working closely
with colleagues in all the countries of north-
east Asta, have traced these migrations by
placing transmitters on the backs of cranes.
Tiny transmitters, satellite receivers high above
the earth, and the rapid communications of
e-mail and the Internet have combined to re-
veal each stage in the migration. Researchers
are identifying a chain of wetlands that sup-
port the journeys of cranes north and south.
We know that the loss of even one link in the
chain, one wetland, could threaten the entire
migration and thus the cranes themselves.

The satellite studies have emphasized
what we already realized: fragility of the
ancient cranes in a modern world. But this
dramatic research has helped inspire an in-
ternational perspective, and thus new strat-
egies for crane protection. As one outcome,
crane conservationists have formed the North
East Asian Crane Site Network, as part of the
“Asia-Pacific Migratory
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Ten thousand White-naped and Hooded Cranes winter at 1zumi in southem Japan. Their future depends
not only on conditions at Izumi, but upan the safety of a scattered network of wetlands that these cranes
use for breeding and for resting on migration. Thus the cranes link J]apan with the Korean Peninsula,

China, and Russia. Photo by Yuzuru Akao.

With funding from the Environment Agency
of Japan, flyway officer Simba Chan guides
efforts to link and strengthen collaboration
among network sites. A Working Group has
been formed to oversee network activities.
The group includes representatives of the six
countries and three experts

Waterbird Conservation

Strategy: 1996-2000.”
Through the network, six
countries —  Russia,

Mongolia, China, North Ko-
rea, South Korea, and Japan

Website for the North East
Asian Crane Site Network:

http://www.kt.rm.or.jp/
~birdinfo/BL_news/
cranenethtml

(| serve on behalf of the IUCN
Crane Specialist Group),

We held our first network
meeting at the newly com-
pleted headquarters facility at
Muraviovka Park in Amur Re-

— are working together to
protect all links in the crane flyways.

The network was launched at Beidaihe,
China in March 1997, The six countries for-
mally nominated 18 wetlands to the network.

gion of Russia. Satel)ite track-
ing has revealed that Muraviovka's breeding
White-naped Cranes winter at Izumi in Japan.
The workshop included staff members of the
network reserve sites, many of them meeting

for the first time. The Working Groups set goals
for upcoming activities, including coordinated
winter counts of cranes, revision of color
banding schemes for the region, and another
meeting to occur in South Korea in January.
Group members are linked by e-mail, and can
be active in ways impossible even five years
ago.

And yet we met in a wild setting, a lonely
site not even reached by electricity. Outside
the window, the timeless cranes defended
wetland territories as they have done always.
Satellites, e-mail, even our network’s first news-
letier in five languages, cannot change the
mystery of those crane voices over the marsh,

The meeting at Muraviovka was spon-
sored by the Japan Fund for Global Environ-
ment, with my travef assisted by the Trust for
Mutual Understanding.



An Eggcellent
Turnout!

By Kate Fitzwilliams,
Public Relations Director

Celebrating ICF’s 25th anniversary was
easy with members like you. Qver 700
people filled the hisloric Al. Ringling The-
atre for ICF's Eggstravaganza, sponsored by
Miller Brewing Co. And over 300 people
made it to the Annual Dianer, making it the
best atteaded Anaual dinner in our 25 year
history.

The Eggstravaganza was a spirited expe-
rience {illed with storytelling and emotional
testimonies. I'he talent on the stage was re-
markable featuring people from our commu-~
nity, namely Nina Leopold Bradley, Gladys
Scott, and Norm and Claire Sauey. Added to
the mix were Ojibway Elder Eddie Benton-
Banai, UW Professor and African Storyteller
Harold Scheub, and the Festival Choir of
Madison. Thanks to Rob Nelson,
Eggstravaganza Director, the show was flaw-
less.

An emotional slide show set to music, and
a 1982 Tonight Show excerpt featuring
George Archibald and a Whooping Crane
named Tex appeared larger than life on the

Norm and Claire Savey received a standing ovalion after they accepled The Good
Egg Award for their continued dedication to ICE Their belief and trust in their son
Ron, were critical to the formation of ICF: they charged Ron and George $1 a
year to rent part of their farm as the first home for ICFE. Gladys Scott, during her
presentation earlier in the evening, reminded her friends, Norm and Claire, that
they were patient landlords... allowing the boys to accumulate a debt that grew
to $9! The Sauey’s continued good nature, generasity and spirit are why they are
the special 25th anniversary “Good Eggs.” 1CF Photo.

— . S — Mary Wickhem

Al. Ringling movie screen. Rochelle Robkin,
Baraboo arl teacher and long-time ICF mem-
ber, directed a group of Baraboo youngsters
in three crane vigneites featuring dance and
{olklore. Il was a delightful closing to a
charming evening.

The Al Ringling Theatre was buzzing with anticipalion before the 7 p.m. Eggstravaganza. The local support
of this evening was incredible. Photo by Kate Fitzwilliams.

ICF thanks all that attended and supporied
this memorable evening,

The enthusiastic response to our “mem-
bers only” Salurday events was great o see.
Field trips to Briggsville, the Aldo Leopold
Shack, and an informative presentation about
the Lumbini Crane
Sanctuary in Nepal
allowed members
to learn more about
ICF’s off-site inter-
ests and projects.
The traditional
Crane City and Res-
toralion Tours were
also popular and as
always fun! The ICF
Gift Shop had thesr
best sales in history
and Hooded Crane
“Belmont,” our
newest ight dem-
onslration bird,

pulled off a per-
fect firsl show for

audience.
During the An-
nual Dinner,
Board of Trust-
ees President

was honored with a cerlifi- -
cate for her hard worl and dedica- }l_\!
tion to ICF. As Board president, e
Mary has never missed a board

meeting! We proudly presented this

honor in (roat of 300 members.

an unsuspecting |

Carl-Albrecht v. Treuentels, president
of the World Wildlife Fund — Germany, was
the keynote speaker for the evening. He
shared his renowned crane photographs and
perspectives on crane conservation. A spe-
cial appearance by Axel Kleinschumacher,

Ojibway elder Eddie Benton-Banai of Hayward
impressed the audience as he opened the show
with a spiritual invocation. Afier performing a song
about cranes, the Ojibway spiritual symbol, he
talked about his hopes of a community that could
reach a cormmon feeling of respect for the land
that humans and

wildlife share. Photo

by Tom Michelle,

Baraboo News

Republic Reporter. )



Public Relations Director for ICF’s official
airline, Lufthansa, was icing on the cake.

The 1able decorations fealuring native
plants from ICF’s prairie were pul together
by ICF’s Librarian Betsy Didrickson, Board
Member Sara Bolz, and member fan
Hoffman. ICF members Virginia Metcalf and
Mary Yeakel also helped deck the hall by
oisplaying their Viclor Bakhtin painting, *A
Vision for the Fulure,” an inspiration for prai-
rie resloration.

Kudos Io {CF employees and volunteers
whose hard work and patience made the
event a lrue Success.
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Many wonderful friends and colleagues who
couldn’t join us for the 25th anniversary
celebration sent congratulatory messages via air
and e-mail! Unfortunately, we do not have the
space o share all of the sweet notes, drawings,
birthday songs and positive cheers for 25 more
years. Instead we will share a part of Noritaka
Ichida’s message from the staff of the Wild Bird
Society of Japan.

By George Archibald, Director

Mary Burke, has been one of the cranes
best friends since shortly afier ICF “hatched”
twenty-five years ago.

Raised in St. Paul, Minnesota, her deep
love for nature was nurtured during childhood
summers at her parents’ Forest Lodge beside
Namekogan in Wisconsin’s north woods.

As an extension of this interest in nature,
Mary and her late husband Jackson became
enthralled with Japenese art where simplicity
and nature are prominent themes. Over the
years they created one of the world's great
Japanese art collections. This collection has
been exhibited at leading museums around
the world incfuding New York’s Metropoli-
tan Museum of An in 1975. And now the Met

Giifts of cash are the most popular way
of contributing to JCF. The actual out-of-
pocket cost s less than the dodlar amount
of the gift because of the allowable income
tax deduction. The top limsit for deduciibil-
ity of cash gifts in most cases is 50% of the
contributor’s adjusted gross income.

Another popular way of giving to JCT is
donation of appreciated securities. Gifts of
long-term appreciated sccuritics are ofter:
more advantageous to the contributor thar:
outright gifts of cash. Gifts of appreciated
stocks or bonds entie a contributor to two
benefits: there is no capital gains tax pay-

ARE YOU CONSIDERING A YEAR END GIFT?

By Bob Hallam, Development Coordinator

able, and the contributor may use the fair
market vajue of the securities on the date of
the gift to compute the income tax chari-
1able deduction.

Contributors who give appreciated se-
curities may claim a charitable deduction
of up to 30% of their adjusted gross income
in the gift year, with carry-over of any ex-
cess deduction for up to five succeeding tax
years.

if you have any questions regarding do-
nating appreciated securilies, please contact
your broker or Bob Hallam, Development Co-
ordinator at ICF, 608-356-9462.

Mary first visited us in 1977, when ICF was at the
Sauey farmt. It was a rainy day but everyone’s spirits
were up. Mary was fabulous running with the
chicks, taughing and using her raincoat as wings,
Photo by Heanor Briggs.
plans to feature the Burke Collection as its
millennial highlight. Mary has had full an
exhibitions at five museums in Japan includ-
ing the Tokyo National Museunt where her
collection was the only westem collection
ever shown. The Government of Japan be-
stowed on Mary one of its most prestigious
honors, officially declaring her a “Sacred Trea-
sure” of Japan and presenting her with a cov-
eted medal.

In ortental art, cranes often represent the
auspicious qualities of long life, good luck
and happiness. During a trip to Japan in 1976
to collect art, Mary first met the real Red-
crowned Cranes.

On her retum, Mary was surprised to dis-
cover a breeding center for Red-crowned
Cranes in central Wisconsin. The following
summer on a visit to ICF, Mary helped exer-
cise the crane chicks by running with them
across the lawn. Subsequently, both Mary and
the Mary Livingston Criggs and the Mary
Griggs Burke Foundation have been among
ICF’s most faithful supporters.

In ancient times, Chinese scholars often had
pet cranes. Mary sometimes hinted that per-
haps ICF could spare her one of our friendly
beauties. We settled instead for quality times
with the wild Sandhills on the Platte River
and the Wattled Cranes on the Okavango
Delta in Africa.

I am certain that all who appreciate
cranes and fine art will join us in expressing
our sincere gratitude to a great lady who has
done so much to preserve both living and
depicted cranes.
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(\_7/ s | grew up in close touch wit.,
‘_/; Wisconsin. [ was attracted to and eventually collected . /o
antique Japanesc art. Living with this art, m furn, strengthened \
my understanding and love of nature. Since the beginmng of
their culture and even after industrial growth destroyed much
of their landscape and the habitat of their native creatures,

Tapanese artists have been keen observers of naturc. They

captured tn ink and color the spirit not only of mountains,

forests and rivers but also of the antmal kingdom. One of .
Japan’s most popular nature themes 1s the crane.
N
[ have many crane paintings but no favonites because each
Family of Cranes

Cranes



artist represents his individual feeling in his work, giving new
insights into these magnificent birds. Cranes are depicted in
many {ormats front hanging scrolls to screens. | have chosen
exanples of the latter, as 1 believe they give the arhist the best
chance to express his emotions about the birds.

This summer [ received from Japan a stunning pair of
screens that depicted both the Red-crowned and the White-

naped Cranes against a gold background standing on sandbars

in 2 lighter shade of gold (Cranes). The artist 15 Ishida Yutei
(1721-1786) who created his own style by combining the
elements of several schools. While ot realistic, the screens
accurately convey a sensc of agitated movement. The birds
may be about to take off or perhaps to start dancing. The
patterns made by their great extended wings and twisted
necks impress and excite me.

The other pair of screens (Family of Cranes), also recently
purchased, was painted by Nagasawa Rosetsu (1754-1799) a
pupil of Maruyama OKyo (1733-1795) who had been a pupil
of Vuitei. OKyo influenced Rosetsu to use western realism.
Rosetsn took this realism as a point of departure in the
formulagon of a unique style that is both satirical and
eccenfric. My delightful pair of his two paneled screens is an
excellent example. The anthropomorphic qualities of his Red-
crowned Cranes are highly amusing. These birds have definite
human personalities.

I hope that these spinted works of art will whet the
reader appetite to see not only more paintings of Japanese art

but also more living cranes.

Screens conrtesy of the Mary and Juckson Burke Foundation. Photos by Bruce J. Schywarz,

1



GRANTS & AWARDS:
Anonynious;
The American
Omithologists’ Union;

Brekm Fund for
Intermational Bird
Conservation;

Mrs, Waller . Brissenden;

Chevrory;

Mifler Brewing Co.;

Chicago Zootogical Socicty,
Brooklicld Zoo;

Contributions

Received July through Septerber, 1998

National Fish &

ICF membership has grown so much that we've run out of room to acknowi-
edge all associate membars in each issue. Therefore we will now recognize
new associate memberships only. Please remember that continuing support
of all our members, including associates, 1s vital to our work tor the cranes!

BEQUESTS:
Amo W. & Hauzel A, Kurth

Wildiife Foundation;

Consolidated Papers
Foundation, inc.;

Detlwood Foundation, nc.;
Geraldine R. Dodye
Foundation;

Nedd Granper;

Fyan & Marion Helfaer
Foundation;

Menasha Corporation
Foundation;

1998 Bird-a-Thon
Breaks Records

By Bob Hallam,
Development Coordinator

ICF’s Tenth Annual Bird-a-thon raised
over $24,000 for the Ron Sauey Conserva-
tion Fuund and ICF operations - another
record total and a 14% increase over 19971
Income from the Sauey Fund supports the
Ron Sauey Memorial Library for Bird Con-
servation. Over the pastte  years, approxi-

A
LASTING
MEMORY

Tom and Mary
Miron have honored ||
their slep-father, fvan ‘
tuck, with a stunning
oak bench that witt be
permanently placed at
ICF. The engraved
bench, crafted by
Terry Schlick of Black
Earth, WI, will be lo- g
cated in front of the
ICF library adding
even more beauty to
the present landscape.
It was important to the
Mirons to have this

larice Price Sampson;
Michael 1. Steinhardt;
Willis GG. Suillivan, j_;
Mrs. Sumuel faylor, Hi;
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service;

Irrevocable frust

The Paradise Yund:

PATRONS:
Pearl Hunkel:

David & Hilda Kuter;
James MacGregor;
Geofirey & Hizabeth Towel!;
Wiltiam W. & Patricia 1.
Wessirger Fund of the

Wisconsin Potato &
Vegpetable Growers
Association;

Oregon Comnmwinity

mately $180,000 has been raised. We wish
1o thank all who participated this year.

First place and grand prize went 10
Cathryn Steuer. Cathryn won a Louis Paul
jones etephant sculpture worth $4,900,
donated by Lands’ End of Dodgeville, Wis-
consin. Second place went to Judy Bautch,
with Michael John Jaeger taking third. All
top three finishers received a framed print
by Owen Gromme entitled “Rose Breasted
Grc

T other top-scoring teams were Viola
W+ “4th), Richard Straka (5th), William

After Mary Miron (left), her brother Tom and his wife Zoe, delivered the lvan
Luck bench, they tried it out and gave it their official seal of approval. We'd
like to thank Tom and Zoe Miron, Mary Miron and her hushand Gene Summers
and the friends and family of lvan Luck for their work in creating another
memorial that allows the Luck spirit to be shared with all who visit ICF.
Photo counesty of Zoe Miron.

memorial close to the chick exercise yard where the Muriel Luck shelter stands. lvan and
Muriel were Baraboo residents who loved the work ICF was doing and took pride in having

{CF in their own “backyard.”

Lufthansa
ICF’s Official Airline

SPONSORS:
Anonymous;
Bob & Ann Bolz;
Lemued Nrascer;
DW. & ML Haayg;
R.G. & Marian Van Dellen:
Prumarily Primates, I ;

Shirley Hicklin

NEW ASSOCIATES:
Bernice Brandenburg;
Barbara & Peter Brinkley;
Jay & Jean Bubrick;
Bruce & Irne Bumnstead;
Clifford A. Schuene
tamily Foundation;

Jim & Ginny Coburn;

Foundation;
Jane Wood

Alexandra Dawson;
David & Shashi Det{aun;
Gatl & Gordon Derzon;

\iola Halvorsen;
Mitch Walker &
Sarah Hoban;

L. joseply
Pat McDonald;
Ceorge & Lee Nordsworr;
Kent & Veerde Liltbery, 3.
Kareh Weucker:

Ebbohl (6th), Tom Schmidt (Z7th), David &
Geri Vander Leest (8th), Judie Hermsen
(9th), and Carla and Dale Oestreich (10th).
Each team received a pair of 7x35 Aerolite
binoculars by Swift. All who counted birds
and raised money also received an eight
can cooler, decorated with all 15 crane spe-
cies and donated by Kooler Kraft {nterna-
tional, of Norcross, GA.

We wish to thank Chuck Brei of Meuer
An of Madison, Wisconsin for donating and
framing the Gromme prints and Don Sauey
of Kooler Kraft for donating the coolers.

The ICF Bugle is the quarterly news-
letter for members of the Intermational
Crane Foundation {ICF).

Editor: Kate Fitzwilliams
Memberships are vital to ICF. Please
join or give a membership 0 a friend
at the following annual rates:

Student or Senior Citizen -+« $20




A Big
Thanks...

...to the Estate of Henry Firestone,

H.B. Firestone and Mr. jeffrey R. '
Firestone for making our ((‘
tducation Department’s
wish come true by donating

8 The 1999 Platte River Field Trip

a motorized three-wheeled N s ' Every spring for thousands of years, Sandhill Cranes have gathered
scooter. Many visitors have used '\ at the Platte River in Nebraska. Imagine being there and listening to a
it, making their time at {CF more \#h & cry of a crane um into a deafening crescenda as the sky darkens filling
enjoyable. with flocks upon flocks of Sandhill Cranes. Every crane lover should experience
this spectacular scene and ICF is making it very easy for you to do just that.
ment would also like to extend their On the week days of March 23-26, and on the weekend of March 26-28, 1999, two groups
gratitude to all of the volunteers who of lucky ICF members will witness this spectacle under the best possible cicumstances. After 15
cleaned out Crane City (ICF's captive years of spring visits to the Platte River; Jim Rogers (ICF member, volunteer and crane conserva-
breeding facility). This major fall event tionist) has designed a trip that puts participants in control of their own crane watching
ran smoothly due to your hard work. adventures. Jim will escort participants to the best blinds on the river to enjoy dawn and dusk
viewing of cranes as well as great spots along the river to watch cranes going to roost.

The Crane Conservation Depart-

ICF Wish List

Anyone interested in donating these
items please contact Deputy Director
Peter Murray at 608-356-9462.

Baby Changing Stations
Van with low mileage
TV& TV Stand

Dishwasher

PALS VCR
CIiCI( and Conned l.ocking for a wild holiday gift? Order your
ChECk out our website: . - 1999 CRANE CALENDARS
www.baraboo.com/bug/icf/whowhathlm featuring the exquisite 2rt of Anderson Yang:. Just fitl out the order form and send 1t to

T c/o Calendar Sales P.O). Box 447 Baraboo, W1 53913 0447

= Around the World in 60 Days! George ICF CALENDAR ORDER FORM

Archibald, ICF's director, will be traveling to Thai-

land, Bhutan, Nepal, India, Iran, Germany, and 11 wold like 2 calendar shipped as a
France in November and December this year. You : Ordered by: _ - pif. 0 the address below.

can follow his travels, without the }g{ lag, an_d read Address: Address:

about his adventures on ICF’s website. Just click on

*online Travel adventures,” for George’s Irip reporls City/State/Zip: __ . City/State/Zip: . _

and crane updates.

e An Exciting Partnership! During spring
semeraster, 1999, ICF will be preS?nlmg S?VB'al Case Vlease scend me  calendars at $14.95 plus shipping @ $4.00 L..5/$7.50 Toreign.
sludies for a University of Wisconsin-Madison gradu-
ale seminar litled, “Conservation Biology and Sus-

Daytume Phone: Daytime Phone:

Wisconsin residents please add 5.5% tax to total not including shipping fee.

tainable Development.” ICF's presenialions will Check or Money Order: AMOUNT FNCIOSFID §_
locus on pr(zjef?ls \;vhere we i’i"e lo integrate con- Credit Card: MasterCard \isa Discover
servalion and development. These ICF presentalions
) P : P Card Account Number _ _bxp. Date:,
will be open to the public. We encourage you lo
atterd. Just click “UW-ICF Seminars” for delzils. Cugtomer Signature . __ _ _ _




A Tribute to China’s Great Ornithologist

By George Archibald, Director

Professor Cheng Tso-hsin, China’s
foremost ornithologist and an ac-
tive member of ICF’'s Board of Ad-
visors, passed away in Beijing at
the age of 92. ft was Professor
Cheng who first invited me o visit
China in 1979, the first “outside”
guest at the Institute of Zoology
since the end of the devastation |
of the Cultural Revolution. [t had -
been many years since he had an
opportunity to speak to outsiders

and he profusely apologized for

his “rusty English.”

Professor Cheng and his wife Lydia in 1997. Photo by
Mr. Gao Peng.

But his command of English was
excellent. In 1930 at the age of

23 he had been the youngest person ever to graduate with
a doctorate from the University of Michigan.

Cheng was esteemed around the world for
his remarkable knowledge of China’s 1,260
species of birds, for his contribution 1o the
growth of the science of ornithology in
China, for his kindness and help to his col-
leagues, and for his genuine warmth and
humor. In recent years, after Professor
Cheng had cardiac complications, [ would
ask about his health, and he would often
respond with a twinkle, “I am still here!”

During my first visit to China my salient

concern was the wintering grounds of the eastern popu-
lation of Siberian Cranes. Siberian Cranes require wide
expanses of shallow wetland. We at ICF were concerned

|
v \

Professor

Although this charming
gentleman in no longer with
us, his name is immortal
through a monumental opus

of scientific Iiterature...

*~~ Address Correction Requested

that such habitats might be lost
to development. Professcr
Cheng eased my anxiety with
admonition to always “Keep [t
Positive - KiP.” Then in 1981,
when his co-workers found the
Siberian Cranes al Poyang Lake,
Professor Cheng sent a letter,
“We found the Siberian Cranes
at Poyang Lake. KIP really
works!”

Although this charming gentle-
man is no longer with us, his
name is immortal through a
monumental opus of scientific lit-
- erature including 50 books and

140 rescarch reports. But for those of us who knew and
loved this great man, there is an enormous sense of per-

sonal loss. To his charming wife, Lydia,
his four childrep and their spouses, his 7
grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren,
we extend our sincere condolences.

At the recent International Ornithological
Congress (IOC) convened in Durban,
South Africa, a decision was made to hold
the next IOC in Beijing in 2002. Dr.
Cheng would be pleased that the world’s
leading ornithologists will pay tribute to
his beloved China, its remarkable avi-

fauna, and the development of a science founded and nur-
tured in China by one of this century’s leading figures in
the study of birds.
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