Solving African
Crane Mysteries

By Rich Beilfuss,
Africa Program Coordinator

The conservation of cranes in a con-
tinent as vast as Africa has long presented
unique challenges. Understanding threats
to cranes and to the ecological commu-
nities that serve as crane habitat, for ex-
ample, often requires detailed information
about the migratory movements of cranes
hetween remote and inaccessible breed-
ing, feeding, and wintering grounds. Of-
ten, these areas fall across national borders
and demand international cooperation
and concern.

Recently, more than 20 crane re-
searchers from 12 different African nations

met at the Ninth Pan-African Ornithologi-
cal Congress in Accra, Ghana to discuss
crane conservation and research. Together,
we unveiled a plan for solving some of
the great crane mysteries of Africa.

In West Africa, the drastic decline of
the Black Crowned Crane over the past
three decades has puzzled scientists and
conservationists. Once widespread across
the region and particularly abundant in
Nigeria, the cranes are now known to
occur in only a few wetland areas and
are nearly extirpated from Nigeria. The
Nature Conservation Research Center in
Ghana, with ICF assistance, is coordinat-
ing a massive aerial and ground survey
effort to assess the population status of the
remaining Black Crowned Cranes and
identify areas where protection of their
habitats is most critical. The survey will

Conservationists hope to understand the mysterious migratory movements of Wattled Cranes among
African wetlands. Photo by Sture Traneving
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involve colleagues from sixteen African
countries from the Senegal River valley to
Lake Chad, and create a new force of con-
servationists dedicated to the survival of
cranes and their wetland and savanna
homes.

At the other end of the continent, the
status of Wattled Cranes, largest and rar-
est of the African cranes, has remained a
mystery because of the birds’ movement
among the immense flood plains of south-
ern Africa. Some of these flood plains have
been so disturbed by large dams and wa-
ter diversions that Wattled Cranes may no
longer be successfully breeding. Research-
ers are now attempting to undertake si-
multaneous aerial surveys over the great
wetland systems where Wattled Cranes
occur: the Okavango Delta in Botswana;
the Moyowaosi Flats of western Tanzania;
the Kafue Flats, Bangweulu swamps, and
Busanga Flats in Zambia; and the Zambezi
Delta in Mozambique. We will obtain the
first-ever assessment of the overall popu-
lation of the birds and the number of
chicks being produced.

This effort will identify areas where
Wattled Cranes are in decline, and pro-
vide recommendations for the manage-
ment of dams and wetlands to ensure their
survival, Ultimately, efforts to track the
cranes along their elusive migratory paths
may well require monitoring from outer
space. Aregional center for Wattled Cranes
research has been proposed for Zimba-
bwe to study the migratory movement of
the cranes between the wetlands using
satellite transmitters, as has been effec-
tively done for migratory cranes in Asia
and North America. B
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A Future for
China’s Cranes

by Jim Harris, Deputy Director

Fleven years ago, | camped beside a
thousand Siberian Cranes at Poyang Lake.
The tent perched on a bluff overlooking the
vast muds of Dahuchi, one of nine lakes
within Poyang Lake Nature Reserve.
Through the night, the high pitched voices
of Siberian Cranes mingled with deeper
notes of White-naped Cranes, almost equal
in number. I will never forget that ancient
sound, an abundance of two endangered
cranes to be heard no where else on earth.
Behind us slept a village, Bienshan. Rural
China felt timeless, changeless.

Since that night, even the remotest of
China’s villages has been transformed. To-
day a road leads from the mainland across
edges of Dahuchi within the heart of the
nature reserve. Electric lines have been con-
structed. Televisions reveal for everyone the
even greater transformations that have made
much of eastern China rich.

In the midst of 1.2 hillion people, many
fragments of wildlands, and their cranes,
have survived, Over 30 reserves protect
habitats critical for China’s nine cranes,
more species than any other country. Gen-
erally, these nature reserves occur in remote,
marginal lands where local people eagerly
await development. Conflicts over develop-
ment are severe, despite the government’s
commitment to conservation.

For crane lovers, China is critical. The
next decade may secure a remarkable ar-
ray of wild resources, or lose them. Fortu-
nately, cranes have a unique role in Chinese
culture. Cranes grace the walls and shelves
from the smallest farmhouse to the newest
five-star hotel. Universally admired, cranes
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can entice people into conservation action.

Beginning in 1979, the International
Crane Foundation (ICF) was among the first
conservation organizations to work in China.
Yet the size of China dwarfs and humbles any
organization. Qur program focuses on a few
model projects that address the threats to
cranes, in the context of broader conserva-
tion issues.

Watershed and people at Cao Hai

Standing atop the headquarters of Cao
Hai Nature Reserve (CNR), you can see and
hear Black-necked and Eurasian Cranes, But
the flocks—elegant in silhouette against the
distant water—do not dominate the view.
Most obvious are a hundred small fields,
and the farmers at work on their land.

For the crane watcher, cranes are the
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heart of this landscape, but for everyone else
cranes are wisps of wildness in a battered
landscape. Recent decades of population
growth, deforestation, and erosion threaten
the wetland and its inhabitants. Despite Cao
Hai's protected status, impoverished farm-
ers in the late 1980s began reclaiming the
wetlands.

It became obvious that people must be
at the center of effective conservation. Be-
ginning in 1992, ICF has worked with CNR
and local communities to create alternative
types of land-use. ICF has partnered with
the Trickle Up Program (TUP) of New York,
an organization specializing in poverty al-
leviation, while Guizhou Province Environ-
mental Protection Bureau has coordinated
our efforts.

Through TUP, our project is distribut-

Most of the world’s Red-crowned Cranes nest or winter in China. The future for this crane, and China’s
eight other species, depend on conservation action during the next decade. Otherwise, cranes and their
wetlands will not survive this region’s rapid development. Photo by Sture Traneving.



ing over 400 $100 grants to small groups of
villagers that support business activities
compatible with conservation at Cao Hai.
Villagers are finding that small businesses,
such as buying from one market and selling
goods elsewhere, can be more lucrative than
farming marginal lands. A diversity of en-
terprises serve as models for other families—
profit does not need to damage their
resource base.

We are also setting up revolving loan
funds to support small business once TUP
grants are completed. The entire process
emphasizes the farmers’ participation in dle-
cisions about development and in resolu-
tion of resource conflicts.

As the people learn to trust and coop-
erate with nature reserve staff, they see good
reason to protect Cao Hai's watershed, its
waters, and other resources. The process is
slow, but bridges the conflict between rural
development and conservation.

Mud and water plants at Poyang Lake

The bluff at Bienshan Village near
Poyang Lake is 20 feet tall yet the view can be
breathtaking. On occasion, almost the en-
tire world population of Siberian Cranes shines
below. Other times, the waters are empty
of birds, or dry mud stretches to the horizon.

Wetlands by nature are changeable,
with the rise and fall of waters driving the
cycles of plants and fishes. Poyang’s wetlands
used to be vast and the cranes responded
to changing conditions by shifting from
place to place. They had boundless choices.
Only a small part of the lake (22,400 hect-
ares) has been protected as Poyang Lake Na-
ture Reserve (PLNR). The reserve has great

attraction for cranes, but at any one mo-
ment, most cranes may be outsicde PLNR.,

PLNR lies within the vast Yangtze River
Basin and reserve management cannot pos-
sibly influence human activity across the
entire watershed. But current changes can-
not be ignared. The immense Three Gorges
Dam, upriver from PLNR, is the most well-
known of many projects. The changing
watershed will change the waters, food
plants, and cranes of PLNR.

ICF is now working with PLNR, Jiangxi
Nature Reserve Management Office, and the
Ministry of Forestry to develop a study of the
connections that link cranes and their food
plants with water levels. Without this uncler-
standing, we cannot predict the impacts of
changes occurring to Poyang Lake and its
watershed, nor can reserve managers ensure
that good habitat will remain for the future.
[n addition, our analysis can be applied to
the lake as a whole. We can determine what
other areas are crucial for cranes, and what
areas may be most critical during drought
or following other environmental changes.

In September ICF hopes to join PLNR
staff and Chinese specialists to design the
monitoring needed for our study. These data,
collected year by year, will help guide
PLNR’s management. If successful, we hope
to develop a waterbird conservation plan
for the entire Poyang Basin.

Farms and wetlands in Sanjiang

In the vast Sanjiang Plain of northeast
China, the Red-crowned and White-naped
Cranes remain only in the largest wetlands.
But in northern Japan, where Red-crowned
Cranes are lovingly protected, birds frequent

Changing water levels at Poyang Lake are critical to the growth of aquatic plants on which Siberian and
White-naped Cranes feed, Research on these dynamics is urgently needed, so that conservation authorities
can respond to the many human impacts on Poyang Lake’s waters, Photo by Jim Harris.

many small wetlands and pasture lands. If
similar harmony could return to Sanjiang
Plain, cranes might greatly expand their
presence.

Sanjiang Plain formerly held the larg-
est wetlands in all China, but most have
been converted to grain production by large-
scale state farms. Without immediate action,
the last wetlands, with their numerous wild-
life, will be lost.

In China, as in other regions, most wet-
lands occur in farming or livestock areas.
Thus the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) and
its many programs have tremendous influ-
ence on wetlands and the wildlife they
support. ICF has been working with MOA
since 1993. Aside from our Tibet project (see
photo caption), discussions have mainly
concerned Sanjiang Plain.

From 1995-97, ICF has collaborated
with the Wild Bird Society of Japan, who
has worked under contract with the Over-
seas Economic Cooperation Fund (OECF),
Japan’s major international aid agency. We
provided conservation assessments for two
large development loans, one assisting 40
state farms to improve farming practices
within Sanjiang Plain and the other creat-
ing a dam upriver from the best Red-
crowned Crane habitat.

We have recommended monitoring of
wetlands so that on-going impacts can he
determined and development modified. The
operation of the dam, for example, will be
adjusted to allow discharge of water that
maintains down river wetland functions. In
addition, we have outlined a mitigation pro-
gram to safeguard valuable wetlands within
the state farm areas. Chinese authorities have
agreed to implement both programs, an
important precedent for China for integrat-
ing biodiversity conservation with agricul-
ture. Other wetlands in Sanjiang are being
protected by Heilongjiang Forest Bureau.

ICF also works to expand action for
cranes through diverse networks of scien-
tists and conservationists. Efforts of the Min-
istry of Forestry and the China Crane
Conservation Committee are highly impor-
tant, as is the new Northeast Asia Crane Net-
work that includes four Chinese sites. ICF is
supporting a crane newsletter for the Crane
Waorking Group under the China Ornitho-
logical Society, in an effort to promote re-
search. Finally, our library exchanges
materials with the Northeast Forestry Uni-
versity and we have hired Dr. Li Fengshan
for our China programs (see pg. 7).

For millennia, Chinese culture has re-
vered cranes, but tradition did not express
the dependence of cranes on the dynamic
landscape. Cranes cannot be saved atop
pine trees or upon the snowy mountains

ICF’s Crane
Ambassador Cam
Every kid counts!

By Marshal Case, Deputy Director

Entering new territory is not new to
ICF. Working with young people on a one-
to- one basis, however, is a new experi-
ence for many staff this summer. When
you match up 20 young Chicago inner
city youth with veteran scientists, educa-
tors, site maintenance and other staff, new
opportunities can produce quick results.

Getting sucked into the mud of a
wetland can be as great an experience as
helping with a vet check on a Siberian
Crane, especially if you are from the in-
ner city of Chicago. Educational and fun
experiences can happen at the same time
when the mix and match occurs in the
mentoring portion of the crane ambassa-
dor camp.

Chicago Youth Centers and Camp
Gray ( 10 minutes from |ICF) are partners
in the new program. The goal is to help
awaken an interest in nature and spark
some responsibility for cranes and crane
habitat while assisting youth from eco-
nomically disadvantaged neighborhoods
to become responsible individuals able
to live productively in society.

Thanks to the financial support of the
Baraboo Rotary Club and the Gaylord and
Dorothy Donnelley Foundation of Chi-
cago, twenty Chicago youth, as well as
ICF staff and volunteers, will be better
prepared to meet new challenges with
protection of cranes and crane habitat.
And, since the crane ambassadors will be
presenting slide shows back home about
ICF and the summer camp experience, the
extension from Baraboo to Chicago will
result in ripple education to thousands of
other urban youth and their families.

WP&L Drives ICF Programs

Our thanks to Wisconsin Power
& Light Company (WP&L). WP&L
has just donated a 1987 Chevrolet
3/4 ton van to ICF. We are already
using the van for our Sandhill Crane
stuclies and ecosystem restoration
program. WP&L and ICF have of-
ten collaborated on ecosystems and
restoration efforts, and we look
forward to future cooperation.
Thank you, WP&L.

Recent Graduates Help Assure a Future for Cranes

By Rich Beilfuss and Jeb Barzen, Field Ecology Department

One of the most effective and lasting ways to promote conservation is to empower
motivated students through university graduate training. ICF strives to advise and assist
students who engage with important crane-related conservation problems in their home
countries. In doing so, students also gain the skills necessary to become future leaders
in conservation. ICF-sponsored graduates of 1997 highlight how students can make a
difference. Li Fengshen completed his Ph.D. at the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
and is now working as an ICF research associate in China. Dr. Li is now working on
wetland projects at Poyang Lake, Cao Hai Nature Reserve, and the Sanjiang Plain.
Nguyen Huu Thien completed his M.S. degree in Conservation Biology and Sustain-
able Development at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. His thesis, Winning Sup-
port for Conservation from Local Communities, has prepared Thien to help managers
and researchers secure a future for wetlands in densely-populated Vietnam. Bjorn Larsen’s
M.S. work at the University of Minnesota has taught us how water management at the
Tram Chim Reserve influences the distribution and abundance of many wetland bird
species. These graduate studies were made possible through support from the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Liz Claiborne and Art Ortenberg Foundation,
and private donations. If you wish to support this program, frequent flyer miles or
monetary gifts are urgently needed for our current international students. Contact Jeb
Barzen at ICF. |
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ICF s Annual Meeting

Saturday, September 20, 1997

ICF members and their guests are invited to attend the annual meeting and dinner.
Reservations are required, so please use the form provided below.
Be sure to respond by September 15, since space is limited.

Regular tours: 10:00 a.m., 1:00 & 3:00 p.m.
Special Events for members & guests:

1:00-4:30 p.nm.: “Into Their Eyes,” paintings
by Jay Jocham. Lower level of Ron Sauey
Memorial Library for Bird Conservation.

1:30 p.m.: Crane City Tour—a rare opportunity
to see ICF’s breeding facility. Or, Restoration
Tour—see ICF's prairie, oak, savanna, and
weltland restorations.

5:30 p.m.: Hospitality Hour (cash bar) at
Ramada Rain Tree.

6:30 p.m.: Annual Meeting Program at
Ramada Rain Tree starts with dinner followed
by a slide presentation by George Archibald,
focusing on highlights of 1997.

For hotel reservations at the Ramada
Rain Tree call 1-888-253-4386.

Lake Defton

Ramada [B'§
RainTree
(%

onShady  » |
Lane Road

\uz

Baraboo

Please clip or copy, and mail to : ICF, P.O. Box 447, Baraboo, WI 53913-0447.

Reservation deadline: September 15.

Please make dinner/program reservations for people.

My check for $18.00 each is enclosed.

___ This will be my first time attending an ICF annual meeting.

___ I cannot attend the meeting, but please send me a copy of the annual report.

Name:

Address:
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V. Brach Foundation; Joseph C. Branch;
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Foundation; Calgary Zoological Society;
Emily B. Campbell; Susan H. Carlyle;
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Clark; Catherine Cleary; Marshall
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Hartmann; Tom Heilman; Barbara Crass
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Services; Ken and Mary Lu Jacobs; Charles
L. Jahn; Reinhardt H. Jahn; Catherine
Jordan; Keidanren Nature Conservation
Fund; Donna Kingery; George Kress

The ICF Bugle is the quarterly news-
letter for members of the International
Crane Foundation (ICF). Articles
review ICF programs as well as crane
research around the world.

Co-Founders:  George Archibald

Ron Sauey
Kate Fitzwilliams
Marshal Case

Editors:

ICF offers memberships at the follow-
ing annual rates:

Student or Senior Citizen $20
Foreign $30
Sponsor  $500
Patron $1,000

Individual $25
Family $35
Associate $100
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Lindeke, Jr.; Marathon Box Corp.; Mr. &
Mrs. Oscar G. Mayer; D.F. McKeithan, Jr.;
Ann Merritt; Middleton High School;
David H. Miller; Carl Miller; Miller
Brewing Co.; Mitchell Energy and
Developement Corp.; James and Ann
Nelson; Chris Nett; Donna Niedfeldt;
Robert Northshield; Elane Nuehring;
Nancy and John O'Donnell; Patricia L.
and William W. Wessinger Fund and the
Oregon Community Foundation; Fred
Ott; Mr. & Mrs. William Piel; Phillip Pines;
Kathleen Prout; George Ranney, Sr.; Ellen
& Robert Rasch; Anne E. Ross; Rotary Club
of Baraboo; Rutgers Preparatory School;
Kathleen Ryan; Don Sauey; Edwin Sauey;
Kris Schilling; School District of Wisconsin
Dells; Lynne A. Shoemaker; Eric Simon;
Spitz-Nebenzahl Foundation; Dan Storey
Foundation; Mrs. W.G. Sullivan; Willis G.
Sullivan, Jr.; Jocelyn Taylor; Samuel G.
Taylor, 1ll, MD—Wausaukee Club;
Barbara Thompson; Trust for Mutual
Understanding; Turner Foundation, Inc.;
U.S. Fish and Wildlife; Katherine A.
Wenban; West Salem Education
Association; West Salem Area Community
Foundation; Windway Foundation;
Verdetta W. Wolf; Jane H. Wood,; Stickting
Het Zeist; Zoological Society of
Milwaukee County; Zoological Society of
San Diego.

Patron: Carrollton School of the Sacred
Heart; Pat and Dave Hurd Foundation;
Harold W. Janeway; Jan & Tom Terry.
Sponsor: Mrs. S. S. Auchincloss; Ruth &
John Huss; Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Major;
QOlson Middle School; Oliver C. & Pierce
Smith & Patricia L. Pierce; Amy
Rosenblatt; Sisters of the Holy Nativity;
Alice A. Thorngate; R. G. & Marian J. Van
Dellen.

Associate: Walter & Sally Alexander;
Hope H. Anderson; Ernest & Bettylu
Anderson; Arnold V. Anderson; T. Stanton
Armour; Gene Mitchell & Sarno Arnovich;
Susan R, Avery; R.H. & D.B. Bancroft;
Baraboo Science Club; Bill & Helen
Barnes; Barnstable Water Co.; Barrie
Elementary School; Rex Bates; Ron Bates;
Linda & Bill Bein; George P. Bent, II;
Annette. W. Beyer; Florence Bleeke; John
A. Bolz; Karen Johnson Boyd; Joyce Brink;
Barbara Brodie; Ray & Eleanor Brown;
Audrey, Andy & Robert Buchanan; Chris
& Judy Budnick; Ronald & Diane Buege;
Roger & Jane Buffett; Betty Bunge; Jarid
Butler; Katie Carpenter; James O.
Christenson, Sr.; Conservation and
Preservation Charities of America;
Country Road Greenhouses; Helen Cross;
Frances 7. Cumbee; Joan E. Cummings;

Larry Dahl; Dan & Rita Davies; Wallace
C. Dayton; Rita Derezinski; Raymond R.
Didur; Carl & Charlotte Drake; Harry M.
Drake; William Dreyer; Roy & Lola Duff;
Emily H. Earley; Ralph H. Elsner; Eva M.
& Carl W. Fairhurst; Carol Fleishauer; Mrs.
Gaylord Freeman; Bill & Sherrie Garrett;
Dr. & Mrs. James Geirahn; Dave Gendler;
Daniel & Georgia Gomez; James
Goodwin; Dr. Lawrence & Beverly
Gotilieb; Charles Green; Mrs. L.S. Greene;
Beatrice O. Haemmerle; Diana Haley;
Don & Mary Harkness; Wayne Hatz;
Dave & Marge Hatz; Mr. & Mrs. Melvin
S. Henry; Mrs. Joseph ]. Hickey; Sharon
Eastman & Larry Hill; Brende Hofer; Mr.
& Mrs. James T. Hoffmann; Gerald & Kim
Holmen; Robert Hopson; Charles L. Jahn;
Ross Johnson; Betsy Johnston; Dr. French
A. & Amy Jones; Maggie Jones; Bea
Kabler; Hiroshi Kanno; Karen Keland; Mr.
& Mrs. Kenneth Findley; Mitchell & Heidi
Kiesler; Joyce Knutson; Herbert H. Kohl
Charities, Inc.; Walter Baranowski &
Diana L. Kruse; Joseph C. & Kerstin B.
Lane; Richard, Darlene & Nathan Lange;
Gerald Larson, DDS; Winfred M. Leaf;
Thomas St. John & Micaela H. Levine;
Nora H. Lincoln; Astri L. Lindberg; Dave
& Helen MacPherson; Mrs. John F.
Markhan; Peter & Maria Mattiessen; Rita
McConville; Mr. & Mrs. S.W. Mclntire;
Thomas E. McKaig; Mrs. William
Messinger; Milwaukee Audubon Society;
Mary Morrison; Thelma Moss; Donald &
Nadine Mundt; James W. Nelson, DDS;
lain & Margery Nicolson; Robert .
Northshield; Brad Ott; Jo Anne Overleese,
MD; Park Elementary School; Mr. & Mrs.
Roger G. Pence; Mr. & Mrs. Peterson;
Kathy & Bill Pielsticker; Ramstein Junior
High School; Edward & Nan Rebholz;
Mary Redway; Tudor & Barbara Richards;
Laura & Bill Riley; Rockbridge Elementary
School; Rod & Louise Rogalla; Mr. & Mrs.
David Rowland; Kathleen Ryan; Dr. James
& Marilyn Sachtjen; Sanibel-Captiva
Audubon Society; Larry & Marilyn Sauey;
Janet Scalpone; David G. & Mary H.
Schindele; Lesleigh Luttrell & Dave
Schreiner; Milford & Joann Schwitz; Mrs.
Gordon Shepard; Silverbrook Middle
School; Henry Springer; Martha
Stoltenberg; B. Robert & Jeanne
Tabachnick; Susan Taylor; Jill Thompson;
Sarita F. Trewartha; Greg & Marla Turek;
Joanne W. Van Blon; Mr. & Mrs. W. D.
Van Dyke; Dorcas R. Volk; Merrilee
Wallburnn; Mr. & Mrs. James D. Watson;
Evangeline Whorton; Willina G. Wigton;
Wild Bird Center; Daniel & Barbara
Williams; J. Nash Williams; Val Yachik;
Carolyn Young; Donald Kautz & Carol
Ziel; Robert & Sandra Zodrow.

where tradition placed them. As ICF ad-
dresses the needs of living cranes, our
projects demonstrate solutions to some of
the greatest problems facing China’s
hiodiversity.

Support for ICF's China programs has
come from Liz Claiborne and Art Ortenberg
Foundation, John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation, the Brehm Fund, the
National Wildlife Federation, the U.S. De-
partment of State, World Wide Fund for
Nature—US and WWF—Germany, and ICF
member donations. W

Cracids & Cranes Unite

by Claire Mirande,
Director, Conservation Services

Who would have thought that a shy
forest bird living in one of the few regions
devoid of cranes would inspire strong co-
operation for their brethren cranes...

An unexpected fire struck the crane
breeding pens of the Oka Rare Crane Bird
Breeding Center in Russia. Staff worked val-
iantly to control the fire and move the birds
to temporary havens. Few birds were lost,
but the costs of rebuilding were daunting in
the changing Russian economy. ICF wor-
ried about how to help our colleagues.
Building materials and labor were available,
but not funds. With tentative hopes | made
a call to Geer Scheres, an aviculturist/con-
servationist | had recently met who had ex-
pressed an interest in cranes. And so began
our partnership.

Another challenge Oka faced was to
obtain the specialized diet required by
rapidly growing crane chicks. Staff con-
cocted a diet of cheese curd, grain, and
vitamin powder each day. ICF sent a few
bags of our starter diet, but crane chicks eat
a lot and the amount needed was more than
we could send. Oka was having great suc-
cess producing and hatching the highly
endangered Siberian Crane and without the
proper nutrition, these endangered chicks
were in trouble. Once again Geer stepped
forward—he would donate a ton of food
each year.

In late October, Tibetan farmers thresh their yellow barley into the air to separate the chaff, Each winter,
almost 4,000 of the world population of less than 6,000 Black-necked Cranes gather in the valleys of
south-central Tibet where they depend primarily on waste grain. Here is the best example in China of a
rare and spectacular wildlife species living among people. ICF is working with the Tibetan Agriculture
and Forestry Bureaus to evolve strategies protecting cranes in farm areas. As Tibetan agriculture changes,
we hope to maintain the mix of activities necessary so that cranes can find waste grain through the winter.
The Cracid Breeding and Conservation Center is now joining ICF efforts on behalf of Black-necked and

other cranes of China, Photo by Jim Harris.

At dawn, in the pleasant town of
Lanaken, Belgium, the soft coos and clicks
of the turkey-like cracids now mingle with
the trumpets of cranes. The Cracid Breed-
ing and Conservation Center (CBCC) was
formed through the combined efforts of
three creative men—Geer Scheres, a former
special education teacher; Ernest
Mourmans, a furniture designer; and Harry
Geurts, a radio DJ. These men all share a
devotion to cracids—shy forest birds of
South and Central America.

As the cracid conservation goals took
shape, Geer and his colleagues thought of
ways to expand their mission. In 1992, Geer
and aviculturist Frank Lehman attended a
crane conservation planning workshop in
Canada. A cracid workshop followed and
the magic of cranes began its work on these
men. Geer and Frank have established El
Retiro, a bird conservation park in southern
Spain, which also strives to help the cranes.

Qur initial work with CBCC focused
on insuring consistent scientific manage-
ment of the captive flocks. CBCC helped to
sponsor a series of workshops. They brought
Vladimir Panchenko, the international stud-
book keeper (crane pedigree) from Oka, Rob
Belterman from the Rotterdam Zoo, and me
to Europe to develop strategies for captive
Siberian Cranes.

A detailed plan evolved and it paid
off. We now have 95 Siberian Cranes in 17

breeding centers worldwide. CBCC has built
state-of-the-art breeding pens and acquired
valuable cranes. Imagine our delight when
an older, arthritic female, moved from
the cold Oka winters to the warmer climate
at CBCC, laid her first egg while in
quarantine!

CBCC also sponsored Rob and me to
travel to meet with the Chinese Association
of Zoological Gardens to improve manage-
ment of captive Red-crowned Cranes. Our
efforts have promoted scientific manage-
mentand close cooperation involving many
institutions. Cranes have hecome a model
in China for starting zoo conservation
programs.

Together CBCC and ICF have made
great strides in captive breeding, but it is all
too clear that the future of cranes and cracids
lies in our ability to insure their survival in
the wild. Today, CBCC and ICF are focus-
ing our efforts on critical field projects for
the Asian cranes.

Geer and Ernest began a novel effort to
educate private aviculturists and enlist their
support for field conservation. As a first step,
Ernest is providing $5,000 per year for
Black-necked Crane conservation. Similar
commitments are expected to provide core
funding for ICF-CBCC efforts in China for
the next several years. H



Eyes on ICF

by Marshal Case, Deputy Director

A routine vet check at Crane City with
Marianne Wellington, chick rearing
supervisor, and Julie Langenberg,
veterinarian, turned into an interesting
segment for Mr. Hata’s serial on ICF.
Mr. Hata looks on, lower right.

The past ten months at ICF have been fertile ground for select film crews
from around the world including representation from Japan, Germany, Great
Britain, Russia and former Soviet Republics, and, of course, the United States.

Japan has been represented by several film crews with Mr. Hata of “Mutsugoro
& Pals” being the most widely known personality. FUJI television network
procluces this show viewed by millions of Japanese and Mr. Hata is admired far
and widle as a jockey, businessman and television personality. He and his crew
spent several days in Baraboo and incorporated the cranes and story of ICF with
a travel series televised early in 1997.

Russia has always had pride in producing the biggest and best. As ICF friend
Nikolai Drozdov—university professor, chief scientist and presenter of the Rus-
sian Public Television show, “World of Animals,”—recently told me—“Russia
also has the biggest dwarfs and biggest microchips.” Nikolai has probably
produced the biggest and most positive results for the former Soviet Union, and
now Russia, during the past 28 years. Two hundred million viewers watch the
wildlife program he presents every Saturday, prime time. Joined by the director
of the film series and the chief videographer, Nikolai spent ten days on the road
with me as they filmed enough material for 13 programs in a new serial. ICF is
featured in two of the programs, one has already been produced and broadcast

in Russia and CIS. The serial highlights Russians and Americans working

together to protect nature.

The
famous
smile of Dr.
Drozdov, who
is beloved by
Russians and citizens
of other Commonwealth
of Independent States. Here, he holds
the worlds’ first test tube baby gorilla
at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo.

Sir David Attenborough,
world famous naturalist and
film personality, will be
presenting a major new ten
part series on birds. One
segment features cranes.

Sir David Attenborough , of BBC fame, truly has a
worldwide audience. Sir David and his crew of four
spent the better part of a week at ICF in June. The mis-
sion was to produce a program about ICF as part of a
new series from the BBC Natural History Unit—*“The
Life of Birds.” Cranes will be the focus of one of 10
programs in which the secrets of birds’ great success
will come to light. One of the biggest challenges at ICF
was the strict control in working around endangered
birds. Sir David’s crew was not exempt from being in
crane costume and putting the birds first in concern.
Through great cooperation among ICF staff and the BBC
crew, one more special film will be produced and even-
tually viewed by more millions of people!

Eyes on ICF indeed! A noble cause nurtures a noble
following and, as a result, hundreds of millions of people
around the world will get the message about cranes

and crane habitat protection in 1997, W
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